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Headteacher’s Comments 
 

You may recall that last term we carried out a survey of students’ and parents’ 

views.  This was organised and analysed by a professional company and their 

report is available on our website.  On the following pages you can see the 

results for all students aged 11-16, sixth form students and parents.  For each 

one we have shown the strength and weakness results for Farlingaye in 

percentages for this survey and the previous ones which were carried out in 

2010 and 2012.  We’ve then shown how the current strength percentages 

compare to the last two surveys. The last column shows the benchmark figures 

illustrating how our responses compare to responses nationally. The yellow shows 

questions where the responses are above national benchmark figures and the 

green shows where this is more than 20% above. 
  

Conclusions of students’ views - year 7 to 11 
 

Overall students feel very positively about the school, especially when 

compared to the national view. There was a very encouraging 5% increase in 

positive responses from our last survey. 
 

Compared to the national view our major strengths are:- 

o that behaviour is good; 

o students feel they learn a lot in lessons; 

o they agree that they get regular feedback on how they are doing; 

o they can learn well because most students behave sensibly; 

o they usually find their school work interesting; 

o they feel that they are given opportunities to contribute to both the 

school and our local community; 

o that the school asks their views about important issues; 

o they feel that the school helps them prepare for the future; 

o that they are encouraged to think about sustainable issues; 

o the school is clean and tidy; 

o they feel that the school is good at stopping things like bullying, 

harassment and racism; 



o they agree that the school encourages them to have healthy lifestyles 

and discourages them from smoking or misusing substances such as drugs 

and alcohol; 

o they are given relevant information about relationships and sexual health; 

o they feel that there is plenty to do at lunch times and after school; 

o they believe that the school is well run. 
  

We were pleased to see that the statements about learning in lessons in relation 

to progress, interest and behaviour all remain strong and have increased from 

previous surveys and are very much higher than the national benchmark results. 

We work very hard to make sure that the school is a safe and happy place for 

the students to be and this is reflected in an increase in this response. There 

was a lower this year response to the statement about encouraging healthy 

eating, again a great deal of time has been put into improving our catering 

services and we offer a wide range of healthy meals and snacks. We will 

continue to work on this and other areas shown up through the survey, seeking 

suggestions from the School Council and asking students their through 

discussion on decisions that we make to ensure students are aware of the 

effort and progress we are making in these areas.  
 

Conclusions of year 12/13 students 
 

Our students feel very positive about our school - most areas are ranked 

higher than the national benchmark.  Particular strengths, compared to the 

national position, are:- 

o high expectations in terms of work and behaviour;  

o target setting and information about progress; 

o seeking and acting on the views of the students; 

o extracurricular activities; 

o they feel that the school is good at stopping bullying, harassment and 

racism; 

o they feel that the school is good at stopping selfish and disruptive 

behaviour; 

o they feel safe; 

o they know that there is someone who they can turn to if they have a 

problem; 

o support and advise on relationships and sexual health; 

o that they are discouraged from smoking and misusing substances such 

as drugs and alcohol; 

o opportunities to make contributions to the school and local community; 

o they feel the school is well run. 

o it’s a good sixth form; 



 

As with the years 7 to 11 survey the Consultant’s report showed no areas of 

concern. There are many opportunities for students to seek support outside 

lessons and most subject areas run revision sessions with many providing 

regular lunch time surgeries. We will encourage sixth form students to utilise 

these. It is good to see that many more students than on the last survey feel 

that they are encouraged to be healthy and take regular exercise, as this has 

been a concern on previous surveys. Students enjoy being at Farlingaye sixth 

form and feel that they are given good opportunities to make progress and 

prepare for the world beyond school. 
 

Conclusions for parent responses 
 

We had a good response from parents - 627 in total, compared to 648 last 

time. The report states “As in previous surveys, the school continues to be 

held in high regard by its parent/carer population.” 

Parents were very positive overall with the highest rated factors being:- 

o Pupils/Students at the school behave well. 

o The school is well led and well managed. 

o Staff expect my child/children to work hard and do their best. 

o My child/children is/are praised when he/she works hard or behaves 

well. 

o The arrangements for my child/children to settle in when they started 

at the school were good. 

o I think the school is a safe place for my child/children to work. 

o My child/children is/are well looked after at this school. 

o I feel comfortable about approaching the school with questions, a 

problem or complaint. 

o My child/children is/are happy at this school. 

 

We were particularly pleased to see that the responses regarding the setting 

of appropriate homework have improved. We continue to develop our homework 

strategies especially across key stage three and we appreciate your support. 

Although the report says that there are no areas of weakness the issue of 

supporting children’s work at home, working independently and managing their 

own emotions are areas that we will be investigating over the next year. 

What next? 
 Each Student Year Council will look at the responses for their year 

group and help to identify areas they want to address further. 

 The governors and school leadership team will build in the main concerns 

into our School Development Plan for the next 2 years. 
 

If any parent/carer would like to see the detailed response from the company, 



with gender and year group analysis, please contact Mr Moran at the school. 
 

My thanks to Mr Moran for all his work to organise the survey and analyse the 

results. 
 
 


