
Reading Skill of the Month

December

Understanding Context



What do you understand about where this 

extract is describing? 

Everywhere they looked they could see people, tall, short, old, young, 

all moving around. Some stood perfectly still in groups, their hands by 

their sides, trying to keep their heads up, as a soldier marched in front of 

them, his mouth opening and closing quickly as if he were shouting 

something at them. Some were formed into a sort of chain gang and 

pushing wheelbarrows from one side of the camp to the other, 

appearing from a place out of sight and taking their wheelbarrows 

further along behind a hut, where they disappeared again. A few stood 

near the huts in quiet groups, staring at the ground as if it was the sort of 

game where they didn’t want to be spotted. 

Extract from The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne

Why is the context significant? 
The extract details the first moment 

Bruno sets eyes on the concentration 

camp he is living near. We see the 

camp through the eyes of an 

innocent child who doesn’t 

understand his surroundings, or why 

his family have moved there. 



Which words suggest that Bruno is 

witnessing a concentration camp?
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groups, staring at the ground as if it was the sort of game where they 
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This month, while you read…

- consider the social, historical and cultural background of what 

you are reading

- research the context of what you are reading

- think about how these factors add to your understanding of the 

text


