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4 December 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Further information about the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award – Gold level 
 
Congratulations to those who completed their Silver qualifying expedition during October half-
term and have now signed up for Gold. 
 
Welcome to those who are new to Farlingaye or new to DofE and have decided to embark on their 
Gold DofE journey with us. 
 
We have now enrolled participants for the Gold level of the DofE Award and wanted to share 
some essential information with you. 
 
Top 10 things participants should know 

1. Please remember that if you are moving up from Silver to Gold, you should complete your 
Silver activities first before starting them for your Gold.  You need to upload the evidence 
for these to eDofE and have it signed off by me and approved by DofE, before it is counted 
as complete.  Until your Silver account has been fully signed off, you will be considered a 
direct entrant to Gold and will have to add another 6 months onto one of your 12-month 
activities.  Moving from Bronze to Gold, you will still be direct entrant. 

2. Evidence for Gold must show at least 6 months, or 12 months of activity, as appropriate 
(and one at 18 months for direct entrants).  This must total at least 26 hours for 6 months 
or 52 hours for 12 months (78 hours for 18 months). 

3. The activities should be undertaken for a minimum of one hour per week or can be two 
hours per fortnight, anything more compressed than this must be approved first. 

4. The absolute minimum evidence required is an assessor’s report for each activity.  This 
should include details of what you did and for how long.  It must state the start and end 
dates and also confirm that you did the activity for at least one hour per week for a total of 
26 weeks or 52 weeks (78 weeks if a direct entrant).   

5. If the assessor’s report does not state this, you must also include an activity log to show 
the hours completed. 

6. Evidence must be uploaded to the eDofE website, or to the DofE mobile app.  It cannot be 
accepted in any other way. 

 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
7. The assessor for activities cannot be a family member or relative. 
8. You don’t need to do anything with the expedition section, as we take care of that. 
9. You will have received an email (to school email), please login to eDofE or the DofE app 

and complete the activities planner and any other details required. 
10. At Gold, there is also a residential section.  You are responsible for arranging this, although 

we can give advice.  
 

Here are some links to help you with uploading evidence:  
 
Using the DofE mobile app DofE App | How to complete a section on the DofE app 

 
Using the eDofE website eDofE | How to complete a section 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvgHrrdRMD4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9c3pQgTtEFU


   
 

   
 

 
DofE Residental 

 
There are many other useful videos on the DofE YouTube channel, which may help to answer any 
questions you have https://www.youtube.com/user/theDofEUK/videos 
 
During Covid restrictions, it may be more difficult to complete activities or even find something to 
do.  DofE have released guidance on adaptations they have made to allow young people to still 
complete their activities.  Here is a link to #DofEWithADifference, which explains modifications 
during the global pandemic. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hnZivVwnfYk
https://www.youtube.com/user/theDofEUK/videos
https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/


   
 

   
 

Highlights of #DofEWithADifference 
New activity ideas: https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/activities 
Programme changes: https://www.dofe.org/dofewithadifference/programme-changes 
Remote learning opportunities: https://www.dofe.org/opportunity-finder/opportunity-for-dofe-
participant/?page=1 
Providing evidence to an assessor remotely: https://www.dofe.org/thelatest/assessor-evidence/ 
General FAQs: https://www.dofe.org/coronavirus/faqs-participants 
 
Link to SharePoint resources for residential section (only students can access this): 
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk.sharepoint.com/:f:/s/FHS-
Home/Duke%20of%20Edinburgh/EhAoSYDI9DtGuqec_YGxa34BidJfCqSFE4oQ1KpIKGgWPw?e=Nky
bGa 
 
If you have any questions about the Gold DofE Award, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
cshaw@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk. Full details of the award can be found on www.dofe.org. 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mr Colin Shaw 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Manager 
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