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19th October 2020 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer/Participant, 
 
This is just to update you with the latest information about the Silver DofE expedition on 29-31 
October. 
 
As explained before, we will be following the theme of Sea to Source and walking along the general 
course of the local rivers, these are the Deben and the Alde/Ore.  As the groups have already 
technically planned a qualifier expedition (to the Peak District).  We will be providing routes with 
timings for this expedition. 
 
Groups will be given a start point at the estuary of one of these rivers and will complete a 7-hour day, 
walking along a route which generally follows (not exactly along the banks, as that is not possible and 
would be too easy to navigate) their river.   
 
The start points will be Bawdsey for the River Deben and Shingle Street for the Alde and Ore.  The 
end points of the whole journey are roughly Dennington Hall near Dennington/Baddingham for the 
Alde/Ore and Mickfield Meadow near Mickfield/Debenham for the Deben. 
 
At the end of day 1, participants will be collected and taken home (they can camp in the garden if 
you like or may decide to have a warm bed indoors).  As homework, they will have to prepare their 
kit for the next day and clean their cooking equipment ready for inspection the following 
morning.  Please then return them to the finish point for day 1, so that they can start day 2 and make 
the walk continuous.  The same procedure will apply for day 2 into day 3.  We should end up 
somewhere near the source of each river.  It may not be possible to get to the exact source as some 
of these are on private land.  We are looking into getting permission to cross farmer's fields in order 
to get to the source, but this may not happen, although we'll be close enough. 
 
I have included the Covid kit list again for your information.  Please note that I have added the head 
torch (or hand torch) back in as the daylight will start to fade towards the end of their walks and we 
want to make sure everyone is properly equipped for this. 
 
In terms of payments, we have checked what you have paid towards the cost of Silver DofE from last  
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year - the total due was £300 and based on what has already been paid, we will be refunding a 
certain amount or asking for a bit more to cover the costs involved with this expedition. 
 
The previous overall cost was £300 
The new overall cost will be £195 
 
Those who have already paid £150 will be asked for an additional £45.  Those who have paid the full 
amount or some amount over £195 will receive a refund. 
 
The new amount of £195 will show on your Parent Pay account.  Please could I ask that payments are 
made before the expedition or as soon after as you can. 
 
I hope this is clear.  Please let me know if you need any further clarification. 
 
A full itinerary with exact drop off and pick up locations and timings will follow soon.  We are just 
trying to finalise the access details to private land and this will affect the locations. 
 
Please let me know if you have any other questions. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
  
  

  
  
Mr Colin Shaw  
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Manager  


