
Farlingaye High School Friends 
 

Notes of Annual General Meeting 
 

Held Thursday 27th September 2018 in Sixth Form Common Room 
 
 

1. Chairman's Report 
 

1.1. The Chairman, Chris Moran, welcomed all, introduced the meeting and went 
through the workshops available after the meeting. 

 
1.2. FHSF Committee – All are welcome to meetings of the committee to participate or 

just to listen in.  The committee meets once or twice a term for about an hour and 
organises the AGM, fundraising events, and refreshments at other school events 
such as concerts, parents’ evenings etc.  Discussion and decisions are also made 
about how to spend the money raised and how to support students  Events 
organised by the committee over the past year were outlined: 
The Craft Fayre and the Quiz Night are two very popular staples of the FHSF 
calendar.  Last year also saw the introduction of Parent Talk, a charity run 
discussion group where parents talk about raising children – the new set of six 
sessions will begin again before half term.  FHSF also supported sports award 
evening and the Music Fest. 

 
1.3. New ideas are always welcome.  As well as being successful fund-raisers, the 

events aim to be sociable, affordable and enjoyable and to bring parents and 
carers together. 

 
1.4. Planned FHSF events for the forthcoming year are: 

- Craft Fayre  Sunday 7th October 2018 
There are a few stall slots still available and anyone 
interested should contact Natasha Hodge or the school.  
A sign-up sheet for volunteers was at the back of the hall.  
Donations for the tombola, raffle and cake stall are 
requested. 
 

-  ParentTalk   October to December 2017 
This is a series of 6 sessions for parents/carers to meet 
and discuss issues around parenting.  It is particularly 
concerned with the teenage years. 
 

- Quiz Night   Usually held during spring term  
 
 

2. Treasurer's Report: 
 

2.1. The Financial report was presented to the meeting.  Copies are available on 
request from Mrs Bethall.   

 
2.2. Proceeds from last year’s events were noted as follows:  Quiz night £1,620; Craft 

Fayre £2,406; Refreshments £1,172.  Along with other sundry amounts, the total 
raised was in the region of £5,300. 



 
2.3. The FHSF funds are increasingly being used to soften the edges of funding cuts to 

try to improve the learning and maintain the broad base education for the students. 
 
£875 - Year 9 first aid training. 
 
£659 - purchase of Stylus pens and wireless adaptors for use with the previously 
purchased tablets and visualisers. These items allow interactive learning and 
enable the teachers and students to share ideas easily across the classroom. 
 
£43 - purchase of microwave for food course. 
 
£1,347 – purchase of plastic cups and mugs to help Farlingaye reduce its use of 
plastic and other disposable cups. 
 

 

2.4. There is currently £3,618 of funds available to spend on projects for the school.  
The Human Utopia project is being partially funded by the FHSF and could not 
proceed without its help.  FHSF has also previously funded Duke of Edinburgh 
courses. 

 

2.5. Everyone can make a difference by contributing to and attending FHSF events 

 

 the Craft Fayre is coming up. 
 Parent Talk sessions begin on 7th October.   
 Give as you Live scheme has been set up – go to Give as you Live website and 
search for The Farlingaye Foundation. 
Donations to FHSF can be made directly via the Virgin Money Giving website. 
 

 

3. Headmaster’s Report: 
 

3.1. The Headmaster, Dr Sievewright, welcomed the meeting and outlined the 
highlights of his past year emphasising the interaction between Parents, staff and 
students and the importance of us all working together. 
 

3.2. This year has seen strong academic progress with particularly good A level results 
but also a smaller increase in Key stage 4 outcomes providing a gateway for 
students post 16 education routes. 

 
3.3. The Character Education initiative introduced last year is very important and a key 

to student success promoting resilience, reflection and development.  The results 
from this scheme are good but it will continue to be monitored to ensure it is 
working well. 

 
3.4. This year’s shows - Made in Dagenham and Bugsy Malone – were hugely 

successful.  And the Music Fest not only showcased some of the great talent within 
the school but also profiled mental health support alongside the fabulous music, 
food and sunshine 

 
 
 



3.5. There has been big involvement in the large range of clubs run by staff and others 
with some outstanding individual and team sports performances, notably the U13 
girls hand ball team winning national championship.  Adding to the clubs are the 
organised trips, music tour etc. all of which provide great extracurricular 
opportunities. 

 
3.6. Finally, fundraising and community events across the year have made 2017/18 a 

busy but fulfilling time for the school and the head.  
 

3.7. Looking forward, Dr Sievewright outlined his aims to promote good mental health 
and wellbeing within the school; to develop all students; to provide a positive 
culture; and to pursue the careers education programme in providing the things 
that will help students in a rapidly changing work environment.  

 
3.8. Dr Sievewright noted that the first meeting of the Families Forum will take place on 

the 11th October for any who wish to join.  And that participating in this and FHSF 
etc. makes a big contribution to the school.   

 
 

4. Workshops 
 

4.1. Following the meeting, participants were invited to attend two workshops from the 
following: 
- Yr 7 Maths class 
- Yr 7 English class 
- Applying to Univercity 
- Supporting Boys 
- The Teenage brain 
- Supporting your child online 

 
 

5. Any other business 
 

5.1. Chris Moran led a big Thank You to Fred Stocker who has come to the end of some 
15 years with FHSF.  Her name is all over the fund raising events – helping out with 
refreshments, quiz nights and the May Balls to mention but a few.  Fred will be 
much missed and our thanks go to her for her many years of service! 
 

6. Date of next meeting 
 

6.1. Thursday 29th November  at 7pm in the Conference Room 

 
 


