
Farlingaye High School Friends 
 

Notes of meeting held on Tuesday 21st March 2017 
 
 
 
1. Those present:  Chis Moran (chair), Zoe Baker, Ski Evans, Natasha Hodge, Sarah 
 Holmes, Julie Hopgood, Laura Kemball, Jo Purkiss, Becky Rains, Bev Rodgers 
 
 
2. Apologies:  Andy Sievewright, Linda Woodard, Debbie Hambleton 
 
 
3. Minutes of last meeting:  As these were all items on the Agenda the meeting 
 commenced without reviewing the last minutes. 
 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report and expenditure of funds.   
 

4.1 A Financial Report was shown on the screen which showed a healthy balance 
 of £7,405.98 after expenditure.  The profit from the Quiz was £1641.87 
 (£1461.15 in 2016).  Due to less numbers than last year the increase in profit 
 was attributed to raffle tickets sold and spend at the bar. 
 
4.2 Possible items to spend the money on are: 
 

a) Specific text books for A Level PE and Humanities Departments  where 
new curriculums require new text books.  These are priced at  around 
£15.00 each. 
 
b) Visualisers x 2 for the Art Department.  This is basically a webcam 
 used for sharing work and collaborating.  Cost per item unspecified. 
 
c) First Aid Course for Year 9 @ c£500.00.  All agreed that funds should 
 definitely be allocated to this. 
 
d) Long Jump Pit and track -  The current one is in bad repair.  Bev 
 Rodgers reported that this can either be replaced cheaply, which will 
 not last for very long, or the next option is rather a huge jump up but 
 would last for years, would be good for publicity and there has even 
 been talk of an Olympian using the jump for an event.  Costs 
 unspecified. 
 
Comments around the above were that text books were a result of change of 
curriculum which are caused by changes in Government policy and therefore not 
an ideal way for FHSF to spend their money.  Chris explained that the text books 
would be over and above those already allocated.  The visualisers were a good 
idea and that we would need more information with regard to costs for the long 
jump.  Other suggestions for use of the money were more benches outside 
school and a further table tennis money. 
 
It was generally agreed that a sum of £5,000 be allocated to the school to spend 
as they see fit, however, it would be nice if credit could be given to FHSF in 
some way in order that parents and children could see how the money is spent 
and it may encourage them to attend future events. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
5. Give as you Live 

 
Chris reported that no progress has been made with this and that he will discuss with 
Andy Sievewright in order to get the concept promoted.  Natasha said that the school 
has been registered and that she is already using it as she shops.  Ski suggested that a 
small space is reserved for it on the front page of the new school website. 
 
Action:  Chris Moran/Andy Sievewright 
 

6. Recent Events 
 

6.1 Quiz Night – 3rd March 2017 
 

It was agreed that this was a successful evening and thanks was given to Bev 
Rodgers and her team.  It was felt that despite careful shopping and a healthy 
profit overall there was too much food and that the cheese portioning should be 
reviewed for next time. 
 
A few people commented that the questions were very hard but this could be the 
draw.  Chris reported that in most rounds at least one team got 10 out of 10.  
The student teams struggled a little bit and the names of the rounds caused 
some confusion when it came to playing the joker.  It was noted that at least one 
table had brought in their own drinks.  This could be an isolated incident from a 
team with no connections to the school but a note on the tickets advising people 
that a cash bar would be available and that no drinks should be brought in, will 
be considered for next time. 
 
Julie Hopgood asked for thank you letters to be sent to Windmill and Adnams for 
the supply of table flowers and chutney, the chutney in particular was supplied 
FOC.   
 
Action:  Julie to provide addresses to Chris Moran for this purpose. 

 
 

7. Forthcoming Events 

7.1 80’s Band Night – 22nd April 2017 

Chris reported that posters are now around the school and the event is on the 
website with tickets on sale in reception.  Further updates:- 
 
* Emma is cooking pulled pork in rolls with coleslaw.  Cost £3.50 per head. 

Emma will need two helpers to serve the food.  Becky volunteered but a 
further person still required:   Action:  Debbie to advertise 

 
* Ticket selling price £10.00 and as the Band is FOC, there will be a 
 potential profit of £6.50 per head. 
 
* Tickets to be handed in in exchange for the food to avoid second 
 helpings! 
 
* 200 tickets have been printed.  No age limit has been specified. 
 
 
 
 
 



* School tables will be covered.  Becky suggested the blue and white 
 plastic table cloths that were purchased for the Oompah night be  used 
 as the white linen tablecloths give a more formal impression which is 
 something we have moved away from.  As it is not a sit down  

meal as such, less tables will be set out. 
 

* Decoration.  This should be minimal for the reasons stated above.  
 The Band already have their own back drop and it was felt that this 
 would suffice. 
 
* Timings:     
 

 7.30pm  with background music 
      Food to be available from this time 
 

8.30pm Band to start, possible for 2 x 75 minute sets or 3 x 45 
minute sets.  Background music to be played during the 
breaks 
 

11pm             Band to cease playing, lights up 
 
11.30pm        Clearing up 
 

* Bar:  Although not present at the meeting it is assumed that Adrian Hine, 
Linda Woodard and Liz Mann would operate this but this needs to be 
clarified.  Jo Purkiss is not available for this event to help run the bar. 
Beer and hi ball glasses will need to be hired from Waitrose or Tesco.  
School have their own wine glasses. 

    Action:  Sub-Committee 
 

* Items required: 
 

AV connection for Band - Action:  Chris 
 
Tables and chairs outside – if a nice evening, for those who would like to 
chat rather than dance       - Action:  Chris 
 
The band will need access from 5.30pm  -  Action:  Chris to liaise with 
caretaker. 
 

* Promotion.  Becky suggested that tickets be on sale at the Choral nights 
on 28th and 29th March at the refreshment table.  A dedicated 
committee member would need to be available for this and a float 
arranged plus a pre-warning tweet or similar in order that parents bring 
cash to the Choral Night.   Action:  Chris  
 

The Band Night Sub-committee will liaise by email with regard to the fine detail 
for the remainder of the arrangements. 
 
 

7.2 Craft Fayre – 15th October 2017 
 
Natasha reported that this was progressing well and that she would need to call 
for a Sub-Com at the next committee meeting on 20th June.   
 
Action:  Debbie to mention this in advance of the meeting with the Agenda in 
order that people are ready to volunteer. 
 
 
 
 



 
8. Refreshment Volunteers update 
 

Form circulated and to be attached to these minutes 
 
The most pressing requirements are for volunteers for both Choral nights on 28th and 
29th March as these will need two for refreshments and one person selling Band Night 
tickets.  Timing:  around 7pm. 
 
Action:  Debbie to appeal for remaining volunteers 
 
 

9. Any other business 
 

9.1 Facebook. 
 

It has been proposed in the past that FHSF have a dedicated Facebook page but 
due to a lack of experience amongst the school decision-makers this has not 
been progressed.  However, they will be receiving some social media guidance 
and will look into policy, necessary disclaimer etc.  Ski suggested a link to a 
FHSF FB page from the school website.  Alternatively there could be a dedicated 
e-newsletter, however, it was felt that this could be considered labour intensive. 
 
This will be investigated further and included in the next Agenda. 
 
Action:  Debbie 
 

10. Date of next meeting:   Tuesday 20th June, 7.00 pm, Sixth Form Conference Room. 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
. 


