
 Farlingaye High School Friends  

Notes of a meeting held on Wednesday 13th November 2019 

 

1. Those Present: Andy Sievewright, Chris Moran (chair), Debbie Hambleton, Geraldine Armes, 
Sarah Holmes, Emma Lawrence, Elaine Mayhew, Bev Rogers, Caroline Swale, Linda Woodard. 

2. Apologies: Clair Backhouse, Siobhan Horner, Ski Evans.  Penny Wright to be removed from the 
circulation list after this meeting. 

3. Minutes of last meeting:  Agreed.  Any actions will be picked up during the meeting. 

4. Treasurers Report and expenditure of funds 

4.1. Chris Moran read out the Treasurers Report noting that the Makers Market raised an 
impressive £2,877 – nearly £1,000 more than last year.  Approximatley £900 has been 
spent on year 9 first aid training, an event which is much appreciated by students, staff 
and parents.  The funds balance is currently £6,736. 

4.2. Dr S reported that funds are requested in two main areas 1) IT – would like next round of 
tablets and associated kit.  5-6 teachers are interested which will cost about £600 in the 
short term with ongoing costs and updates.  2) The bus – at least one mini bus needs 
replacing and “new to us” costs are being researched.   

4.3. It was agreed that we could split funds on a 50:50 basis between smaller add-ons (such as 
tablets, first aid training etc.) and saving up for the big ticket item, ie mini bus.   

4.4. The expenditure for a mini-bus could be spread over a few years so that is not an 
insurmountable goal.  Possible sponsorship for the side of a mini-bus was considered.  Dr 
S noted that Farlingaye already has links with BT which could be pursued.  EDF also 
suggested but nuclear attachment may not be desirable. 

4.5. Chris M noted that it has been a good year of fund raising and he thanked all members of 
the committee for their hard work.  To be highlighted at the next staff briefing.   

4.6. Give as you Live scheme to be given a new push as Christmas spending season 
approaches.  Chris M to send out another email to all parents.  It was queried whether 
the school goes through the scheme to buy things – Dr S to check with finance.  Bev 
noted that Trainline are included and so any train ticket buying can help to boost funds. 

5. Recent events 

5.1. AGM – Chris M thanked all members who attended for their support of the AGM, 
especially Bev for her well received speech.  We still need more people to attend.  The 
workshops were really good and positively commented on but many only attended by a 
few people.  Despite huge effort we do not seem to be getting the right message across, 
ie. that this is an informative and interesting event, well worth attending.  
Suggestions/comments:  Did we clash with another event?  Would a later date be better 
to give new parents more time to breath after the beginning of term?  After settling 
evening suggested and push it there as a chance to see how the school works.  Could we 
get a “tick box” for attending on Parent Pay?  Dr S to review the calendar and see what 
possibilities are.  

5.2. Makers Market – This was a big success.  High praise and many, many thanks go to 
Siobhan for doing a fantastic job of up-dating and advertising this event.  Thanks go also 
to her great team of organisers and all those who helped on the day.  

Feedback from Siobhon and other comments: 



Stall holders – felt it was a good event, well organised.  Only one no show.  Only one 
complaint regarding foot fall in smaller hall.  95% said they would come back.  Some 
asked that kitchen open earlier for them.  Caroline and Siobhon were on site at 7.45am 
but some stall holders were even earlier!  Kitchen was open around 9am but we could try 
for earlier.  Perhaps supply some flasks in other halls for coffee for those who cannot 
leave stall to get drinks?  Should stall holders be contracted to stay for the whole 
duration of the event?  This is, apparently, quite usual practise.  A few left early and it 
reduces the atmosphere for later arrivals. 

Demo area worked well for demonstrations and seating.  Bev’s blackboards also worked 
well. 

Notes for next year – 1) Entry fee not noted on flyer, add for next year;  2) Catherine 
Road entrance open (we don’t want it to be!) but may need a note directing people to 
main entrance;  3) Flyer looked great but may need something more basic for 
roundabouts/road side;  4) New banner for bus park area to be made perhaps; 5) 
vegetarian options at the food stall to be remembered. 

Costs for the event were higher than expected (lots of advertising and additional food) 
but it was worth spending as there were a lot of stalls, the takings were good, more 
people came and the money raised was high. 

Overall a very successful event.  Hard work, especially for Siobhon, but great event and 
much appreciated by all. 

6. Forthcoming events 

6.1. Quiz Night – Friday 7th February 

Bev will lead the committee for quiz night.  Volunteers to be noted at the next meeting.  
Any members who can offer some help but may not make it to the next meeting can let 
me know via email. 

It was agreed to maintain the format of past years – raffle, ploughmans’ supper, pay bar, 
Ian Piddington’s fab quiz. 

Post Meeting note: Ian Piddington has confirmed he will be Quiz Master again.  Thanks to 
him in advance. 

We need to, once again, emphasise that part of the fund raising is the pay bar and that 
“bring your own” booze is NOT acceptable.  Teams can bring pre-supper snacks if they 
wish (although crisps will be available to purchase as well). 

6.2. Summer Events – Dates for your diaries 

After last summer’s successful event, a further car boot sale was suggested.  Caroline 
Swale agreed to lead the committee on this. 

Provisional date for a Car Boot Sale put forward as 13th June 2020.  Advertising will be 
key. 

Mini Fest will be held again on 23rd June.  FHSF input to be discussed nearer the time. 

A poker night, whilst possibly being a lot of fun, was considered a little bit too risqué for 
the school because of the gambling thing. 

7. Refreshments Volunteers 

7.1. Brexit has once again been shelved and so the planet continues to turn and tea is still 
required.   New laminated signs requested for donations pot noting what the money is 
being raised for.  Also be good to have flyers about fhsf to advertise.   



7.2. Geraldine noted that the tea set up in the library for settling in evening meant that not 
many people found them.  Setting up in an open classroom to be considered for next 
year. 

7.3. Refreshments rota is updated as below: 

 

EVENT DATE TIME VOLUNTEERS 

Yr 13 Parents Evening 
 

Weds 4th December 5.30 to 8.00pm Geraldine Armes 
Sarah Holmes 

School Christmas 
Concert 

Thurs 5th December From 7pm Linda Woodard 
Emma Lawrence 

Yr 9 Parents Evening 
 

Weds 22nd January 5.30 to 8.00pm Elaine Mayhew 
Sarah Holmes 

Yr 11 Parents Evening 
 

Thurs 6th February 5.30 to 8.00pm 
 

Debbie Hambleton 

Yr 12 Parents Evening 
 

Thurs 5th March  5.30 to 8.00pm 
 

 

 

A box of provisions for FHSF use only is available with all the bits and pieces needed for the 
refreshment trolley.  Extra provisions are available in the cupboard in the staff room behind 
the kitchen area if anything is missing.   

Notes 

Volunteers to agree between themselves who is buying provisions.  Purchases to be 
reimbursed from contributions.  Contributions pot to be put out at the event. 

Approximate amounts needed: 

Parents evenings: 8 pints milk, 2-3 packets of biscuits, bottle of squash. 

Performance evenings: 6 pints milk, 4-5 packets of biscuits, 2 bottles of squash. 

The caretakers usually set up the trolley in advance with urns, cups, spoons, teabags, coffee.  
Parents evenings set up is usually on the first floor of the Languages block, performance 
evenings in the dining hall.  Please put any left over milk in the staff room fridge (or take it 
home) and leave squash on the trolley.  If there is another event the next evening, it may be 
helpful to inform the next volunteers of quantities used/left over. 

Please look for the banner and set it out. 

8. Any Other Business 

8.1. As noted in last meeting notes, I no longer have any children at the school and am 
expecting to scale back on FHSF participation in the not too distant future.   Any 
applications for position of secretary will be gratefully received – full training with coffee 
and cakes given, established email and contact list included.  The offer of lunch still 
stands. 

 

9. Dates of Next Meeting 

9.1. The date of the next meeting is Wednesday 15th January 2020 at 7pm.  To be 

held in the conference room, first floor of the sixth form block. 


