
 Farlingaye High School Friends  

Notes of a meeting held on Wednesday 15th July 2020 

 

1. Those Present: Chris Moran (chair), Debbie Hambleton, Geraldine Armes, Sarah Holmes, 
Siobhan Horner, Wilma Hoyle, Elaine Mayhew, Linda Woodard. 

2. Apologies etc.: Adrian Hines has resigned from the FHSF after many years of assistance and 
sterling bar work.  Our thanks go to him for all his help and support at events over the last eight 
years. 

Apologies received from Emma Barton, Ski Evans and Emma Lawrence. 

3. As a result of the regulations arising from the Coronavirus Pandemic, the meeting scheduled for 
18th March 2020 was cancelled.  Today’s meeting is our first Zoom Meeting to discuss the 
immediate future for FHSF events and expenditure. 

4. Events 

Summer Car Boot Sale – this was, obviously, cancelled. 

September AGM – Chris Moran to check the rules surrounding AGMs and whether or not we 
need to formally hold something.  Siobhan noted that the Government website has some 
information on charity AGMs and thought that it might be possible to do a virtual meeting up 
until the end of September in lieu of a live one.  There will not be any workshops or an open 
meeting for obvious reasons. 

October’s Makers’ Market – it is confirmed that this is also cancelled.  Regulations regarding 
social distancing would make the event very difficult to organise, and with less stalls and fewer 
punters it would not be worthwhile for the makers.  In addition, there are too many other 
unknowns at present around school operations and the staff are all very busy coping with all the 
new requirements as it is.  Siobhan noted Makers understood the difficulties and so would 
hopefully not be put off when the event can rise again.  

Spring term Quiz night - this is not entirely off the cards and it is hoped that by January we will 
know enough to be able to make a decision as to its viability.  

5. Treasurers Report and expenditure of funds 

5.1. Mandy Durham has taken over as Treasurer for the FHSF as Karen has now left 
Farlingaye.  

5.2. It is noted that Amazon are no longer a member of Give as you Live.  However, Mandy 
has investigated and signed up the FHSF to the new “Amazon Smile” scheme, for which 
she receives our grateful thanks.  Chris Moran to send a letter/email out to parents to 
inform them of the change and also a link to be made available on the school website.  

Post Meeting Note:  Linda has these notes for accessing Amazon Smile – “……….. 

Safari search for Amazon.co.uk/smile and it automatically brought up the Alzheimer’s 
Society as their preferred charity. You will however find an arrow to the right of the name 
on the top tab and clicking on that allows you to change the charity to “The Farlingaye 
Foundation”. And it then appears that you need to always go onto a new link called 
smile.amazon.co.uk instead of the usual amazon.co.uk.” 

5.3. Following discussion, it was generally agreed that most of the current funds available 
(which is about £7,000) should be used to buy technology kit to assist in classroom and 
with distance and blended learning in the “new normal”.   10 or more Visualisers to ease 
the difficulties of social  distancing in the classroom at perhaps £400-£500 each;  money 
to continue the upgrade of teacher’s laptops to touchscreen; top-ups if needed to the 
funds now available from the DofE for computers (15 computers, four with 4G have been 
provided) to help those pupils without access at home. 



Post meeting note: 10 Visualisers have been sourced at a bargain price of £160 each 

and 4 tablet style PCs have been bought for new staff starting in September. 

5.4. The MAT is putting together a mini-bus fund so FHSF money may no longer be required 
for this item.  And in the current circumstances, the mini-bus has become less urgent 
than teaching aids 

6. General situation in school 

6.1. There was discussion about the general situation in school since the end of March and 
the plans for September and any possible further lockdown.  FHSF funds will be used to 
purchase items for use in trying to make sure that all pupils have the opportunity to 
engage in lessons however they are delivered.  Laptops need to be loaned to some 
students as homework will be set via Teams and some lessons may still need to be taught 
this way too.  Microsoft are developing Teams to enable more advanced muting and 
visibility controls which may satisfy the DofE and Unions to allow “face to face” on-line 
lessons.  In addition, although currently there are no monitoring facilities for heads of 
faculty, these are in the pipeline.   

The school buses will continue to operate within the guidelines which require masks to 
be worn and students to sit in year groups.  

7. Any Other Business 

7.1. Siobhan noted that she could put the school in touch with help for video making if any 
needed for making virtual open days etc.  Chris to pass note on to Helen Shaw 

7.2. Linda wished to record her disappointment at not seeing Dr Sievewright at the meeting.  
Chris noted that all dates in the school diary had effectively been neutralised and he had 
not actually invited him to this unusual meeting.  Times are all a bit strange – frankly, I 
don’t know what day of the week it is!   

8. Date of Next Meeting 

8.1. The date of the next meeting is to be advised and will depend on the requirements for an 
AGM in early September. 


