
 Farlingaye High School Friends  

Notes of a meeting held on Thursday 13th September 2018 

 

1. Those Present: Andy Sievewright, Chris Moran (chair), Debbie Hambleton, Geraldine Armes, Ski 
Evans, Natasha Hodge, Sarah Holmes, Siobhan Horner, Emma Lawrence, Elaine Mayhew, Becky 
Rains, Bev Rogers, Linda Woodard, Clair Backhouse, Aruna Jagroep 

 

2. Apologies: Gill Garnham, Katherine Silver-Murphey 

Fred Stocker has resigned from the committee.  Thanks are sent to Fred for all her 
work with FHSF over the past 14 years!  

Welcome new members, Clair and Aruna.  All introduced themselves to the meeting. 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting:  Agreed.  Any actions will be picked up during the meeting. 

 

4. Treasurers Report and expenditure of funds 

4.1. Chris Moran tabled the latest finance report.  Mandy Rozier has now stepped down as 
FHSF treasurer and the role has been taken over by Karen Bethall.  Debbie to confirm 
Karen’s email to Natasha. 

4.2. Income for the year is around £6,000 mainly from refreshments, craft fayre and quiz 
night.  Expenditure is around £5,000 being spent on ongoing funds to The Gardening 
Club, DofE team, First Aid training and extras for the teacher’s tablets all as previously 
agreed. 

4.3. Expenditure on plastic mugs at £1,350 seemed high but it was noted that this includes 
replacement mugs as well as a large number of water cups for staff room and the dining 
hall.  The aim is to make the school “throw away” cup free. 

4.4. Becky queried how much the soft drinks sales generated at mini-fest and other events to 
see if it was worth doing and help in future pricing.  Chris to ask Karen if the incomes can 
be broken down. 

4.5. Dr Sievewright passed on thanks from the head of year for the FHSF’s funding for the 
Human Utopia programme.  It was noted that the programme could not go ahead 
without the extra money and Dr Sievewright outlined the basis of the programme which 
aims at raising self esteem and awareness, and it’s positive effect on the students.  FHSF 
would need to fund around £3,500 which would leave at least some cash for other things. 

4.6. Dr Sievewright noted that recently ice-creams were sold at an event by one of the sixth 
form Enterprise groups and it was very popular and successful.  It was suggested that 
FHSF could “steal” the idea for future summer events.  A freezer would need to be 
sourced (and stored?).  We will look at this again next term. 

4.7. Previously, Bev noted that small donations (eg. the tea money) can now be gift aided.  
Chris Moran to speak to Karen Bethall. 

 

 



5. Give as you Live scheme/Just Living site 

5.1. These donation schemes should be promoted at the AGM and followed up by an email 
from school.  The email needs to go out with links to the funding sites to encourage 
parents to sign up. 

5.2. Also a reminder that adverts for FHSF events could note that the scheme is a “fund 
raising” exercise to encourage those who would like to donate rather than participate. 

 

6. Committee membership 

6.1. We welcome our new faces this evening and note that a few expressions of interest were 
received at the recent intake evening to join FHSF.  But introducing ourselves and the 
children we have at school highlights that we are an “ageing” committee with many of 
our children in sixth form and soon to move on. 

6.2. All comments made at the last meeting hold.  We ask Dr Sievewright to continue to give 
out a “personal” invite to parents and advertise FHSF at Family Forums, intake evenings 
and so on with an emphasis on the difference we can make, the value of our work to the 
school, and how manageable a commitment is. 

 

7. Recent events 

7.1. There were no recent events to discuss. 

 

8. Forthcoming events 

8.1. AGM – Thursday 27th September 2018 

The AGM must be advertised well as an evening of workshops and chance to learn about 
the school, with the fact that it is an AGM a bit of an aside. 

Chris Moran outlined the structure of the AGM evening.  The Chair (ie. Chris) gives a short 
talk presenting the accounts and so on, followed by a talk by the Head.  Next there are 
half hour workshop sessions from which parents chose two to attend.  The FHSF 
committee provides wine, soft drinks and nibbles to socialise with. 

The following workshops were confirmed/suggested: 

• Mental Health by Mrs Tyndale Hardy 

• A typical yr 7 maths lesson 

• A typical yr 7 english lesson 

• E safety?  This was well thought of last year but it was suggested that if it is done 
again it might benefit from being a bit more positive with practical ideas rather that 
scare stories.  Maybe could be given a different title?  Chris Moran to speak to his on-
line safety contacts. 

• University application by Dr Sievewright. 

• Apprenticeships?  It was felt this would be a useful talk by noted that the school lacks 
expertise.  If information is tagged onto Uni apps it feels like a secondary option 
which is not the message.  There is enthusiasm for this kind of talk but is not an easy 



one to do correctly.  May be looked at for the future with an expert called in but too 
short notice for this year. 

• Boys?  Mr Smith to be asked to do an understanding boys kind of workshop.  The 
Teenage Brain talks are always very popular and this sits in the same sort of area. 

• Opportunities at Farlingaye?  There is an Opportunities Booklet on the website but it 
is not felt to be easily accessed.  Things to do at school which are NOT lessons?  This 
may not make a workshop but rather opportunities to be pushed in the Chair and 
Head addresses. 

All members of the FHSF committee are encouraged to attend the AGM to advertise the 
FHSF, circulate with nibbles, direct people to the Craft Fayre sign up sheet (see later 
notes), and generally welcome parents. 

Linda will organise the wine. 

Ski, Becky, Emma, Sarah and Debbie agreed to provide a plate of canapes/nibbles. 

 

8.2. Craft Fayre – Sunday 7th October 2018 

Natasha reported that stall spaces still available to be filled.  Any potential stall holders to 
be directed to Natasha or Siobhan. 

Volunteers needed for Tombola, Raffle, Cake stall, door post.  Becky to produce a 

recruitment sheet with hourly slots to be available at AGM for sign up.  Any committee 
members who want to grab a slot prior to the AGM to contact Debbie or Becky direct. 

Donations needed for Tombola, Raffle and Cake stall.  School to advertise for 

donations. 

Chris Moran to get the banner updated 

A4 posters were available at the meeting to be taken and displayed in shops, windows, 
public information boards wherever possible.  FHSF to distribute.  Chris Moran to 
produce some A3 posters and laminated posters.  Linda to distribute along main roads. 

Aruna has a marketing background and so suggested more social media advertising.  The 
poster is to be sent out as a pdf file and members to send it out on their personal social 
media platforms.  This is an area which needs to be progressed for future events. 

Linda to send the draft letter used for requesting raffle prizes from local companies to 
Aruna.  Aruna to request gifts from any companies she has contacts with. 

8.3. New Ideas 

Ski asked whatever happened to the SuperRock ?  The event no longer takes place as it 
was run by Sue Hargarden and Ian Piddington both of whom have now left the school.  It 
has been somewhat replaced with the summer music fest run by the music department.  
Ski noted her idea to provide Rock (cakes) and (sausage) Roll for the parents if the event 
ever returned. 

Becky put forward the idea of having a lottery.  Tickets would be sold once a month and a 
draw made with cash prizes.  This will be looked at in the next meeting. 

 

 



9. Refreshments Volunteers 

9.1.  Refreshments rota is updated as below: 

 

EVENT DATE TIME VOLUNTEERS 

Settling in evening  Tue 30th October 5.30 to 8.00pm Linda Woodard 
Geraldine Armes 

Progress Evening Thu 15th November 5.30 to 8.00pm Ski Evans 
Becky Rains 

    

    

 

A box of provisions for FHSF use only is available with all the bits and pieces needed for the 
refreshment trolley.  Extra provisions are available in the cupboard in the staff room behind 
the kitchen area if anything is missing.   

Notes 

Volunteers to agree between themselves who is buying provisions.  Purchases to be 
reimbursed from contributions.  Contributions pot to be put out at the event. 

Approximate amounts needed: 

Parents evenings: 8 pints milk, 2-3 packets of biscuits, bottle of squash. 

Performance evenings: 6 pints milk, 4-5 packets of biscuits, 2 bottles of squash. 

The caretakers usually set up the trolley in advance with urns, cups, spoons, teabags, coffee.  
Parents evenings set up is usually on the first floor of the Languages block, performance 
evenings in the dining hall.  Please put any left over milk in the staff room fridge (or take it 
home) and leave squash on the trolley.  If there is another event the next evening, it may be 
helpful to inform the next volunteers of quantities used/left over. 

 

10. Any Other Business 

10.1. It was agreed that over the next year the committee will endeavour to find out what 
it is that people want from the FHSF to help shape its role for the future.  Is it to be purely 
a money raising machine or do people want socials and events as well? 

10.2. Banner has been purchased and will be used at events to advertise our existence. 

 

11. Date of Next Meeting  

11.1. AGM: Thursday 27th September 2018 

6.30 to 6.45pm for a 7pm start, Sixth form common room 


