
 Farlingaye High School Friends  

Notes of a meeting held on Thursday 14th September 2017 

 

1. Those Present: Chris Moran (chair), Andy Sievewright, Ski Evans, Debbie Hambleton, Natasha 
Hodge, Sarah Holmes, Emma Lawrence, Elaine Mayhew, Fred Stocker, Linda Woodard. 

 

2. Apologies: Ali Garrod, Julie Hopgood, Laura Kemball, Ruth Leigh, Frederique Pawsey, Becky 
Rains, Bev Rogers, Katherine Silver-Murphy. 

 

3. Minutes of last meeting: Agreed.  Any actions will be picked up during the meeting. 

 

4. Treasurers Report and expenditure of funds 

4.1. The Financial Report was tabled on screen.  The final profit from The Band Night is £782. 
Enthusiasm for another Band Night was reiterated.  

4.2. Visualisers and Tablets – The visualisers and tablets are starting to be used by teachers 
and the feed-back is positive.  A few “teething” issues noted but generally felt to be the 
way forward.  Chirs Moran noted that the school would like to buy more tablets when the 
opportunity arises.  

4.3. The balance available for spending is currently around £3,800 which it is agreed should 
be used. 

 

5. Give as you Learn scheme 

5.1. There has been a rather slow up-take of this scheme and it was noted that the single 
figure balance is probably all due to Nathasha’s shopping habits!  The existence of the 
scheme needs a good push at the AGM and perhaps in the Forum/website but it doesn’t 
cost anything to run so will be left to gain momentum. 

 

6. Forthcoming events 

6.1. AGM – 28th September 

The start time for the AGM is 6.30pm 

Nibbles and drinks to be provided from 6.15pm. 

All members present at this meeting (excepting Chris and Andy, and Linda can be let off 
too) agreed to provide a plate of finger food.  Linda to organise the bar – drinks will be 
limited to wine and water and anything else suitable from the stock which needs using 
up. 

Potential workshops were discussed: 

a) John Lampard to do a talk on university entry. 

b) John Tunaley is taking over the e-safety talk and will either deliver it himself or get 
another professional to present. 



c) Parent Talk.  Introduction to a new course to be presented by Chris Moran – see item 
7 below. 

d) It was queried whether either the New Curriculum or Character Education talks 
should be repeated.  The curriculum talk may not now be relevant but may be useful 
to new parents.  The Character Education session could be an update on progress as 
last year was essentially the research and planning phase and this coming year will 
see implementation of the scheme which has yet to be introduced to the students. 

e) It was suggested that a different kind of “day/year in the life of a Farlingaye student” 
talk could be considered with perhaps current student in-put.  This would be mainly 
aimed at new parents with a Q&A session.  Chris Moran to approach a head of year 
to see if any would take it on. 

f) The teenage brain talks have been very popular.  Unfortunately, Sarah Curtis will 
probably not able available this year. 

g) Mini lessons which have been popular in previous years may be resurrected 
dependant on teacher availability and willingness to take them on. 

All members of FHSF are encouraged to attend the AGM to hand out nibbles, chat to new 
and existing parents/carers, promote the work and fund raising of the FHSF, generally 
mingle and encourage new members to sign up for the committee as well as for help 
slots at the Craft Fayre. 

 

6.2. Craft Fayre – 15th October 2017 

Advertising posters have been printed and some given out to committee members to 

put about.  Banner has been updated.  Chris Moran to organise laminated posters on 
stakes.  Linda will put them out along the A12 and surrounding areas (Debbie agreed to 
help if being done on Friday 6th ). 

There are laminated direction sheets in the cupboard which can be put up as usual in the 
morning if desired.   

Ski noted that she has not received a response from “Chose Woodbridge” magazine but 
will try them again. 

Sarah to advertise the Fayre on the Woodbridge News Facebook page. 

The volunteers rota will be set up ready for the AGM – committee to encourage 

signing up from as many helpers as possible to hourly slots. 

Volunteer opportunities are for set-up from 9am, hourly slots during the Fayre from 
10am to 4pm, and then to clear up from 4-5pm. 

In the absence of a volunteer to take on the tombola it was suggested that this item 
should be dropped!  Amid the gasps of horror, Linda and Fred saved the day by agreeing 
to take it on.  Chris Moran will collect donations, Linda and Fred will sort and label items 
up for either Tombola or Raffle on Friday 13th and then run the Tombola stall at the 
Fayre.  

Becky Rains, Tamsin Passmore, Bev Rogers (cake stall?) and Sarah Holmes have all so far 
indicated that they will be available for helping at the Fayre. 

Emma is in charge of the catering and has it all under control. 



Donations - Chris Moran to send out request for tombola/raffle prizes by Friday 6th 

and for cakes to be brought in Friday 13th evening or Sunday throughout the day. 

Natasha noted that we would like some staff to be around on the day as back up if any 
issues arise. 

 

7. Parent Talk 

7.1. Chris Moran spoke about a new 6 week course to be offered to parents across next half 
term called Parent Talk.  It is an informal, guided discussion group facilitated by Care for 
the Family which covers issues aimed at parents of teenagers.  It is DVD based with a 
similar structure to the Family Forum and a prepared person at the table who guides but 
does not lead the discussion. 

7.2. An introductory video was watched showing a sample of the type of topics, format and 
discussions which could take place.  This will form the basis of the workshop at the AGM. 

7.3. It was noted that some of the content overlaps with the Teenage Brain talks previously 
presented by Sarah Curtis. 

7.4. The meeting was generally interested in the course being run.  Course notes could be 
funded by FHSF with a request for donations but no fee charged, which was thought a 
good idea. 

7.5. After the AGM and depending on the numbers expected to attend the course, Chris 
Moran will email out to FHSF members with requests for help with running the course: 
refreshment provision, table facilitators, general help. 

 

8. Refreshments Volunteers 

8.1.  Refreshments rota is updated as below: 

  

EVENT DATE TIME VOLUNTEERS 

Yr 11 Parents’ 
evening 

Tue 14th November 5.30pm to 8.00pm  Sarah Holmes 
Linda Woodard 

Yr 13 Parents’ 
evening 

Wed 6th December 5.30pm to 8.00pm  Ski Evans 
Julie Hopgood 

 

Refreshment volunteers for the Christmas concerts etc. will be dealt with at the next 
meeting. 

It was noted that the yr 13 evening will clash with one of the proposed Parent Talk evenings.  
Chris Moran to bear this in mind. 

A box of provisions for FHSF use only is now available with all the bits and pieces needed for 
the refreshment trolley.  Extra provisions are available in the cupboard in the staff room if 
anything is missing.   

Notes 

Volunteers to agree between themselves who is buying provisions.  Purchases to be 
reimbursed from contributions.  Contributions pot to be put out at the event. 



Approximate amounts needed: 

Parents evenings: 10 pints milk, 2-3 packets of biscuits, bottle of squash. 

Performance evenings: 8-10 pints milk, 4-5 packets of biscuits, 2 bottles of squash. 

The caretakers usually set up the trolley in advance with urns, cups, spoons, teabags, coffee.  
Parents evenings set up is usually on the first floor of the Languages block, performance 
evenings in the dining hall.  Please put any left over milk in the staff room fridge (or take it 
home) and leave squash on the trolley.  If there is another event the next evening, it may be 
helpful to inform the next volunteers of quantities used/left over. 

 

9. Any Other Business 

9.1. No other business was discussed. 

 

10. Date of Next Meeting 

10.1. Next meeting:  AGM - Thursday 28th September 2017 

FHSF committee – Thursday 16th November 2017 

7.00pm in conference room 

 


