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THE BEAUTIFUL BALLET PERFORMANCE AT THE CENTENARY CONCERT 
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 Woolverstone Wing 

Artwork 

O UR new Autumn Term art 
display for the Woolverstone 

Wing in Ipswich Hospital has been 
created by our Year 8 students. They 
have designed mixed media Poppies 

looking at symbolism and reflections 
on the WW1 Centenary. We have had 
some lovely comments from both 
hospital staff and visitors in 

response to the work. People have 
been lifted by seeing the space 
transformed with colour. Tom Tyler 
who works in the Cancer Support 
Unit is very grateful for our efforts 
and is really delighted with the 
difference our art displays are 
making to the ward.  

The students who have their work 
displayed are:- Daisy Garnett, Abigail 
Karklins, Jude Machan, Jasmine 
Morley, Ciaragh Marconi, Tom Willis, 

Shannon Williams, Reece Moore, 
Naomi Porteous, Jessica Read, Ellie 
Brooks, Ellis Darke, Hannah 

Lambert, Betty Freeland, Emily Eve, 
Romilly Rowlands, Annabelle 
Reynolds, Megan Moon, Ellie Brooks, 
Lorna Banham. 
Mrs Hetherington 

 

Yr11 Geography Trip to 

Bury St Edmunds 

A S part of the GCSE Geography 
course, Year 11 students went 

to Bury St Edmunds last half term in 

order to collect information for their 
Controlled Assessment. They were 
able to visit 5 different sites in order 
to assess how the town has changed 
with the new shopping development 
and what the effects of this are.  

Students also had the chance to 
attend a talk by the Bury St 
Edmunds Business Development 
Manager to get further information – 
a great opportunity!  
Mrs Plumb  

 

THE POPPY DISPLAY AT THE 

WOOLVERSTONE WING 
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Yr8 Geography Trip to 

Minsmere Nature 

Reserve! 

Y EAR 8 travelled to the coastal 
location of Minsmere last half 

term to investigate the local 

ecosystems as part of their 
Geography studies. Forms G Y E H S 
had good weather, unfortunately 
forms F A R L I were not so lucky and 
got caught out in the rain! However 
both days provided a useful insight in 
to our local environment and 
supported the work they have done in 
lessons. 

Students were able to explore and 
find out about the management of 
the reserve from the specialists, a 
great opportunity! 
Mrs Plumb 

 

Green Council Update 

I N July, we were sorry to say 
goodbye to the Year 13 members of 

the Green Council, some of whom 
had been our most active and 
dependable helpers over the years. 
However, it has been very pleasing to 
welcome a new group of enthusiastic 
members this term and to see the 
return of our regular volunteers from 
other year groups. All are keen to 
continue with our core projects such 
as organising the school’s recycling 
and washing up at school events.  

We have also been able to get 
back to our aim of encouraging 
wildlife on the school site, following 
the recommendations made by the 
Suffolk Wildlife Trust on their visit 
last year. To this end, we have 
recently been working on a couple of 
‘insect hotels’; piles of pallets, scrap 
wood and other materials that will 
form a haven for insects to live in. In 

three after-school sessions, we were 
able to complete one ‘hotel’ and start 
a second at a secluded spot in the 
school grounds. We will now need to 
find some additional materials to 
complete the second one, hopefully 
ready for the spring. We are 
particularly on the look-out for old 

garden canes. If anybody has any 
that they would like to donate please 
contact me at the school, we would 
be most grateful. Also in the coming 
months we will be returning to the 

workshops to complete some bird 
and bat boxes started last year, 
which will also hopefully be up and 
running next term.  
Mr Hatfield 
 

STUDENTS WORKING HARD WITH THE GREEN 

COUNCIL 
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Rotary Young Chef 

Competition - 2014 

O N Wednesday November 13th, 
12 students from year 7 to 11 

competed against each other in the 
“RIBI Young Chef” supported by over 

40 family, friends and Staff. The 
contestants were: from year 7 Eden 
Rogers, Grace Moussa, James 
Gilman-Earle; year 10 Ollie Smith, 
Katie Merrin, George Baker, Theo 

Sheppard, Franki Selby and Fiona 
Banham; and year 11 Jakob Poffley, 
Josh Richards and Maddy Masters. 

Each student had to prepare, 
cook and serve a three course meal 
for two people based on healthy 
eating within 2½ hours. They had a 
maximum budget of £15 and were 
marked on their choice of dishes, 
planning, costing, skills, hygiene, 
time management, taste and 

presentation of each dish and 
presentation of their table. Everyone 
did fantastically well to take on such 
a mammoth task and it was great to 

see such a range in age and ability of 
students involved, including some 
who have not previously cooked.  
And the winners were: 
1st prize – Maddy Masters (second 
prize last year) 
Starter: Goats cheese and cranberry 
parcels 

Main: Rich green tomato flan with 
poppy seed pastry 
Dessert: Kiwi fruit and ginger 
cheesecake 
2nd prize – George Baker  

Starter: Watercress and celeriac 
soup with croutons and goats cheese 
Main: Fish pie with fine beans and a 
Thai green sauce 
Dessert: Honey cup puddings with 
fresh custard 
3rd prize – Franki Selby  
Starter: Leek and potato soup 
Main: Chicken and chorizo 
jambalaya 
Dessert: Fruity fudge crumble 

Closely followed by Jakob Poffley, 
only narrowly missing out on a place 
Starter: Creamy carrot and coriander 
soup 



5 

21 November 2014 FORUM 

 
Main: Mustard glazed baked salmon 
with mixed root vegetables and green 
beans 
Dessert: Bakewell tart 

All competitors were presented 
with a certificate and a Jamie Oliver 
recipe book, either Jamie’s Comfort 
Food or 15 minute meals. Maddy will 

go through to the District Final in 
February at Kings Lynn. Well done 
everyone and good luck Maddy! 

T h e  j u d g e s  w e r e  v e r y 
complimentary of the students’ food, 

jesting to Maddy would she like a job 
after tasting her flan and declaring it 
the outstanding dish of the night; 
praising Ollie for his pastry saying it 
was some of the best they have eaten 
in a long while; sharing how they 
thoroughly enjoyed George’s Thai 
twist in his fish pie; and telling 
Jakob that his Bakewell tart, 
although a little behind schedule, 
was exceptional and well worth the 

wait. They also pointed out that they 
would happily have paid for some of 
the dishes served on the night in a 
restaurant. 

The competition was organised by 
Mrs Ewers and Mrs Fisk and run by 
the Rotary Club of Woodbridge 
Deben’s Rotarians Dudley Gowen 
and Peter Senior a professional chef 
in his own right. The competition 
was sponsored by the T A Hotel 
Collection and judged by their 
Executive Chef, Stephen David, and 
Head Chef at the Crown Woodbridge, 
Luke Bailey, both of whom have ties 
with NSSA in Halesworth where they 

occasionally still teach. We hope to 
build further links with them for the 
students. 
Mrs Ewers  

Visit to the Houses of 

Parliament 

W HEN we arrived in London we 
had an interesting talk from 

our local MP Therese Coffey, then we 
had a guided tour around the 

Houses of Parliament, learning the 
history of the building and learning 
about the Queen’s rituals for when 
she comes once a year. It was really 
interesting when we went into the 

House of Commons and Lords 
because we learnt where all of the 
important people sit and it was 
weird being somewhere that you see 
on TV so often! It was a great 
morning as it opened my eyes to the 
world of politics and the extensive 
history of such a beautiful building. 
Then in the afternoon, we went to 
the Churchill War Offices, where we 
went underground and into the 

offices of Winston Churchill during 
the Second World War. There we 
learnt about his life before and after 
the war and the impact it had on 
him by looking round the museum 
with interactive displays, activities 
and historical artefacts and a very 
detailed and informative audio 
guide. We looked around the offices 
Churchill and his employees used 
during the war. We saw the map 
room, his office, the dining room and 
all the personal quarters. I left 
feeling like I'd learnt lots of new 
interesting facts! I really enjoyed the 
trip because I learnt so much about 

the history of English politics. It's 
definitely opened my eyes to (maybe) 
a career in Politics. 

Many thanks to Mr Fitch fo all 
his organisation. 
Skye Vincent 9G 

 
 

FAR LEFT: GEORGE BAKER WHO CAME 2ND IN 

THE YOUNG CHEF COMPETITION. 

LEFT: MADDY MASTERS, THE WINNER 
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 Biology Week 

O CTOBER 13-17 th saw us 
celebrate National Biology Week. 

During the week’s many activities, a 
large number of students explored the 
familiar and less-familiar life around 
us.  

Many students were up with the 

lark during the week as they explored 
some of the flora and fauna of the 
school grounds. On one of the 
mornings, a group of students 
surveyed birds that they saw and 
heard as they walked around the 
school. This was followed by breakfast 
and a quick quiz to work out which of 
the bird songs the students had 
learnt! Among those songs identified 
were the wistful tones of the Robin 

and the energetic “chis-wick” call of 
the Pied Wagtail. On the following 
morning a larger group of students 
came in before breakfast to see small 
mammals up-close. We had set 10 
humane traps the night before – 
baited with such goodies as sunflower 
seeds, fly pupae and dog food – and in 
the morning all 10 traps were 

inhabited by a small mammal. The 
total count was eight Wood Mice and 
two Common Shrews. This was then 
followed by breakfast and David 

Attenborough’s Life of Mammals – it 
was hard to tear ourselves away for 
morning registration! 

On October 14th, a group of Year 9 
students went the Natural History 
Museum London to take part in "the 
Great Debate" workshop. The 
students discovered the opinions and 
evidence used to construct one of the 
most controversial theories of all time, 
Darwin's Theory of Evolution by 
Natural Selection. The students took 

on the roles of the main characters 
involved in the debate; Darwin, Owen, 
Huxley and Wilberforce. They 
collected data from various exhibits in 
the museum and presented their 
arguments for or against the ground 
breaking theory. The second part of 
the day involved the "Cocoon" Darwin 

STUDENTS ENJOYING INTERACTING WITH THE 

ANIMALS IN BIOLOGY WEEK 
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 research centre. Here you are able to 
view interactive exhibits and examine 
some of the cutting edge scientific 
research that the museum does every 
day. After the heated debate and 
discovery, students were able to look 
around one of the world's largest 
collections of Natural History exhibits 

including the iconic Diplodocus. There 
was also time to raid the gift shop 
before heading home! 

An overwhelming number of 
students from all years watched our 

rat and frog dissections and others 
captured invertebrates from leaf litter 
to examine under the microscope. 

The finale of the week was a visit 
from Martin Rapley, The Bug Man. 
Martin has presents all over the 
country and on TV and had Year 8 
hooked from the very start of his 
‘Animal Variety’ workshops. They were 
enthralled as creature after creature 
was brought out and discussed. Many 

conquered their fears and held 
spiders, snakes and stick insects. It 
was great to see ‘Stumpy’ the 
chameleon catching locusts and a tree 
frog decide whose leg looked most like 
a trunk. The iguana was also huge hit, 
as was the pygmy hedgehog, and 
many students stayed over break and 
lunchtime to make the very most of 
their experience. We hope we will be 
welcoming Martin back again 
sometime very soon! 

We are extremely grateful to all the 
people who volunteered their time to 
come and speak to Years 11-13 about 
the types of careers that studying 

biology could lead them into. 
Congratulations also go to 12E and 
10E, who won the form-time quizzes. 
The results of the photography 
competition, which closed just before 
half term, will be announced very 
soon. 
Dr Hegarty 

The 2014 Careers 

Convention was a huge 

success. 

O VER 1100 students participated 
i n  th i s  y ea r ’ s  Ca r e e r s 

Convention. WOW! 

There were over 30 stands which 
represented 17 employment sectors as 
wel l  as representatives from 
universities and other higher 
education establishments. 

Farlingaye students are always 
excited about meeting new and 
interesting people and November 5th 
was no different. Entering the 
Convention they explored the 
possibi l i t ies avai lable in the 
future….of fshore architecture, 
bricklaying, civil engineering, beauty 
therapy, the uniformed forces, the 
Institutes of Physics and Chemistry, 
and many more. Asking questions, 

seeking information about entry 

requirements and career prospects, 
and genuinely being interested in the 
range of delegate expertise available 
the 50 minutes allocated to the 
students flew by. 

All the delegates commented on the 
enthusiasm and preparedness of the 
students, and were wowed by the 
pertinence and astuteness of the 
queries raised. All also ran out of 
pens, cups, bags and the various 
other merchandise brought along to 
entice students!  

Thanks to all the staff for 
supporting this event and to those 
who organised it.  
Mrs Laird 
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 Fundraising is a Piece of 

Cake 

L AST week, 20 staff put on their 
pinnies and created some 

showstopping bakes. The fully laden 
staff room tables were a spectacular 
sight. 

The difficult job of judging the 
anonymous bakes was undertaken by 
Christine and Peter Wright from The 
Cake Shop, Woodbridge, the winners of 

ITV’s “Britain’s Best Bakery”. They were 
very enthusiastic to support such a 
worthwhile cause. After much 
deliberation and retasting, they 
commended 7 of the cakes and chose 
an outright winner – Clementine Drizzle 
Cake with a white chocolate and 
strawberry filling, baked by Sue 
Hargadon. 

At break all the staff queued up to 
buy as many of the fabulous bakes as 

they could. This wonderful support for 
a fun bake off enabled the school to 
raise more than £340 for Miles’s 
Wheelchair Fund. 

Thank you everyone for your help! 
Mrs Kay 
 

RoboCup CoSpace UK 

Challenge 

O N Friday October 24th, eight Year 8 
and 9 students (Sacha Pannell, 

Fin Clements, Oscar Pycroft, Alex 
Richards, Dylan Gant, Tom Fletcher, 
George Field, George Steward) were 

taken to BT at Adastral Park for an 
introductory sessions about the 
RoboCup CoSpace UK Challenge. 

The students worked in pairs and 
had to learn how to use new computer 
programming software to control a 
virtual buggy around a field to collect 
as many points as possible in 3 
minutes. At the end of the day, the 

teams played against each other and 
Farlingaye were the overall winning 
team – this team consisted of Oscar 
Pycroft and Sacha Pannell. 

We will now be meeting once a week 
to prepare all 8 students for a national 
competition, which will again be held at 
BT Adastral Park in March 2015. 

A good day was had by all. 
Mr White 

 

SOME OF THE FABULOUS CAKES 

CREATED FOR THE STAFF BAKE 

OFF, INCLUDING THE ROSE 

DECORATED WINNING CAKE 
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Centenary Concert 

T HIS was the most wonderful 
evening of individual and group 

performances to reflect on events 
linked to war over the last 100 years.  
I am hugely grateful to the students 
who volunteered their time to prepare 

and perform so willingly and to 
various staff who supported it. We 
were completely full. 

Music ranged from the Senior 
Boys Choir singing ‘Bring Him Home’ 
to Junior Choir delighting the 
audience with ‘Keep the Home Fires 
Burning’ and ‘Tomorrow’, and to the 
most wonderful performance of 
‘White Cliffs of Dover’ by Connie 
Lamb which brought tears to people’s 
eyes. Josh Mellor sang a Bob Dylan 
song ‘Masters of War’ with an 
acoustic guitar.  The hugely talented 
pianist David Nunn in Year 13 
improvised whilst we watched up to 

100 slides of photos from WW1, 
carefully put together by Rafi 

Thomas, Mr Tighe and 12/13P.  The 
wonderful dance pieces, from Emily 
Paterson, a group of Year 11 girls and 
a group of Year 12/13 girls were all 
stunning – and all choreographed by 
the performers.  Ms Cowley had 
written a poignant drama piece based 
on the life of a soldier and performed 
very movingly by a group of about 15 
students.  Interspersed throughout 
were readings, including  the poem 
“As the Team’s Head Brass” by 
Edward Thomas, prose about life in 
the trenches and the thoughts of 
Georgie Wright on women’s roles in 
warfare and of Lucy O’Brien on the 
risks that face child soldiers today 
and in the past.   

The evening was finished off 
beautifully by Alex Cooke playing 
‘The Last Post’ and Molly Wickens 

reading a poem about new 
beginnings.  The students were a joy 
to work with.  Thanks to Mr Deeble 
for coordinating lights and sound and 
to Mr & Mrs O’Brien, from the FHSF, 
for running the bar.  I was delighted 
that we raised over £1200 for Miles’s 
Wheelchair fund through the raffle, 

the bar and your donations. Thank 
you so much.   
Ms Hargadon 
 
 

WWI Project 

I N the last few lessons of ICT and 
History we have chosen someone 

that fought in WW1 from a war 
memorial and undertaken some 
research about them using different 
websites and books. We then used 
this information to make a poppy on 
the computers in ICT and then we 
went on to complete this in 3D form 

in History. These poppies are now on 
display in our form, most of the Year 

8s have these in their History rooms. 
The best poppies that have been 
created will be selected and displayed 
in a local college in honour of the 
soldiers that fought in WW1. 
Teagan Clarke and Tayah Butler, 

8S. 

 
Over the last fortnight in both ICT 
and history, we have been 
researching lost soldiers from World 
War One. Once we found a soldier we 
followed up on any leads or clue to 
the background or burial place. The 
experience was amazing we got to use 
detective skills and our imaginations 
to find out people’s lives and stories. 
Frank Hall 8S 
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 Poetry Win 

M ADDY Masters, 11L, won the 
junior section of a literary 

competition run by her sailing club, The 
Old Gaffers Sailing Association. The 
challenge was to write something in no 
more than 200 words, starting with 
““Here, take my dinghy,” he said.” Here 

is her poem. 
 

Little Dinghy by Maddy Masters 
 

Here, take my dinghy 
He said I could so, 
It looks a little dingy 
But I think it could row 
 

I pulled out the oars 
Started rowing to sea 
I offered some tours 
To earn a little money 
 

Soon I was rich 
But the boat was too small 
Ending up in a ditch replaced by 

something more tall 
 

The tours grew and grew 
As did my little boat. 
Soon every living thing 
Knew about my funny tours afloat 
 

Tourists all queued 
We want more they would shout 
But I think we have forgotten 
What life is all about 
 

Because on this massive boat 
Ferrying pink tourists around 
I just want to be afloat 
On my dinghy safe and sound 
 

I returned to the ditch 
Where my dinghy I had thrown 
It looked so cute and titch 
How I wish I had known 
 

That life’s not about money 

Nor popularity or size 
And that on my humble boat 
I have won the best prize 

SuperRock 

O N November 4th, Farlingaye held its 
annual charity ‘Superock’ evening 

where bands from all years are given the 
opportunity to audition and hopefully 
perform before an audience of around 
600 students and family members. The 
breadth of musical talent from across 

the school is showcased: we have lower 
school students such as Philippa 
Unthank, Kelly Lau and Olivia Heeley, 
who were taking part in their first ever 
Superock, to the more experienced Sixth 
Formers such as Angel Cheong, Joe 
Elsom and Dan Watson Brown. My band 
and I have now taken part in five of 
these evenings and have thoroughly 
enjoyed participating in each one with 
this year being our last ever 
performance together. We chose to 
donate the ticket sales money to Miles’s 
new wheelchair and successfully 
managed to raise over £1,500. On behalf 

DANIELLA MEMORY AND LETTIE HOWE 

PERFORMING AT SUPERROCK 
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 of all the performers we would like to 
thank all of the backstage crew for the 
time they put in particularly Mr Deeble, 
Ms Hargadon for supporting the event 
every year and also the house band 
made up of Sixth Formers who 
volunteered to back many students. 
Issy O’Riordan 13G 

 

SuperRock was brilliant this year! Lettie 
and I performed lead vocals for 
SuperRock, with help from our friend 
Tom as lead guitarist and three Sixth 

Formers. We were both very scared and 
our adrenalin was rising. As soon as we 
both stepped on to the stage, our ears 
exploded with cheering. Many of our 
friends were standing right at the front, 
which made us even more nervous. 
However, when Lettie and I began 
singing, we felt right at home. Everyone 
was very friendly, praising us 
throughout the night. The atmosphere 
was astonishing. We both sang a song 

called “Changing” and everyone was 
singing along. Afterwards, we enjoyed 
the other bands, which gave us a good 
variety of music. Lettie, Tom and I can’t 
wait till next year and I’m sure we will 
audition again.  
Daniella Memory 8L 

 

PE Round Up 
Year 10 Football 

T HE Year 10 Football Team have 
made a great start to the academic 

year, so far this year they have played 
Northgate, Hadleigh, Thomas Mills and 
Suffolk New.  

First up for the team was the game 
against Hadleigh. Farlingaye started 
very positively and seized control of the 
game from the outset. Phil Carlstroem 
looked very assured in goal and 

distributed the ball very well to his 
teammates. It was this which led to the 
game’s first goal, Lamar Smith was 

found in space and carried the ball 
towards goal before slotting home from 
a narrow angle. Ellis Murrell then 
scored the goal of the game, striking the 
ball from 35 yards on the volley to loop 
the ball over the keeper into the far top 
corner of the net.  

As the game continued Farlingaye 

continued to play some nice football 
whilst also looking solid at the back, 
Alex Tripp scored two goals late on to 
secure a 4-0 victory.  

In the boys’ next game they played 

against Northgate, playing some 
excellent football when they had 
position. Ellis was once again 
instrumental in the middle, Lewis Cowie 
came on to give an outstanding 
performance, whilst Ryan Milbourne 
started to show his potential at right 
wing. Alex again scored twice, Lewis 
scored once, Ryan scored his first goal 
for the school and the tenacious Reece 
Bowater rounded off the scoring with a 

great header to give Farlingaye a 5-0 
win.  

Unfortunately in the next game 
against Suffolk New Academy, the boys 
didn’t quite play with the same intensity 
as they had in the previous two games. 
Alex scored an early goal and Ryan 
scored an excellent volley to give 
Farlingaye a 2-0 lead but they never 
really got out of 3rd gear as the game 
petered out towards half time. 
Fortunately, the second half was a 
slightly better contest, Suffolk New 
played some nice football on occasions 
whilst Lewis Cowie linked up nicely with 
Ellis Murrell and Luke Coates to create 

a plethora of scoring opportunities for 
Lamar Smith. Lamar did take one of 
these, coolly finishing in a crowded 
penalty box. Lewis then added to the 
score line before Ellis scored the goal of 
the game, making perfect connection on 
a volley from the edge of the box, 
leaving the Suffolk New keeper 
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 motionless and the ball flew past him 
into the top corner. This concluded the 
scoring in a 5-0 win for Farlingaye.  

After three consecutive home games 
the boys played their first away game at 
Thomas Mills. Farlingaye spent a lot of 
time in the Mills half without ever 
looking that dangerous, Lewis Cowie 

and Ellis coming closest to getting the 
game’s first goal. As the game 
progressed it started to open up a bit 
more with Morgan Dale and Max Davis 
having to be at their best to halt any 

Mills attacks. Farlingaye had a few 
more scoring opportunities, one of 
which was converted by Lewis Cowie to 
give Farlingaye a 1-0 half time lead. 
Fortunately for Farlingaye in the second 
half, Phil Carlstroem was as impressive 
as ever in goal to keep another clean 
sheet, whilst Alex Tripp again scored 
two goals and Ellis Murrell again scored 
the goal of the game, dispatching the 
ball into the top corner from 25 yards. 

Alex’s second goal concluded the 
scoring and meant that Farlingaye were 
victorious with a 4-0 scoreline.  

Having scored 18 goals so far 
without conceding it’s fair to say the 
boys have made a great start to the 
school year.  

Well done boys! 
Mr Payne 
 

Netball 

T HE following students have been 
selected to attend the Suffolk 

Netball Performance Academy. The 
Academy consists of training sessions 
which will be held between August 
2014 and June 2015 and are run as 
par t  o f  the  Eng land  Ne tba l l 
Performance programme: Taylor 
Beckett, 7A, Polly Haste, 8F, Zara 
Taylor, 11Y, and Charlotte Wells, 9G. 

Congratulations, girls! 
 
 

Other Results 

Farlingaye High School  

Christmas Carol Service 

St Mary’s Church 

Woodbridge 

6 pm 

Wednesday 10th December 

2014 

Charity collection on the night 

 

 

 

Farlingaye High School 

Christmas Concert 

New Hall 

7 pm 

Monday 15th December 2014 

Tickets £3.50 

U13 Football 1 3 Felixstowe 
Academy 

U13 Football 3 0 Kesgrave 

U18 Football 1 2 Thorpe St 
Andrew 

U16 Boys’ 
Basketball 

54 65 Copleston 

U13 Netball 41 4 Copleston 

U15 Netball 23 11 Copleston 

U12 Rugby 87 0 East Bergholt 

U14 Rugby 29 0 East Bergholt 
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20th November 2014 
 
SEH/MCB 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
We are continuing to do brilliantly raising the money for Miles’s wheelchair 

with almost £13,000 now raised.  Three of the office staff organised a ‘Staff 
Bake-off’ which was great fun.  The sponsored rowers with “100 miles for 
Miles” have already collected over £2000.  SuperRock was a fabulous evening 
of nonstop quality music which showcased the talent of about 60 students 
and has raised at least £1500. 

 

In addition to the above we have had several other great events.  Both our 
One Life Day and the Human Literacy Day involved a range of fascinating 
speakers for students to opt into.  We took our Cross Country teams to Bed-
ford for the regional finals and are delighted that the Inter Girls and Junior 
Girls have made it through to the national finals which will be held in 
Newquay!  Mrs Barker, Mrs Laird and Mr Fitch organised an excellent Careers 
Convention and the standard of the Rotary Young Chef Competition was 
astonishing.  Congratulations to Maddy Masters who won and goes on to the 
regional heat.  

 

Last night we had the first of our Drama Showcases with four excellent 
mini performances.  A different set of students perform tonight and I can’t 
wait!  We hold this event in “Cabaret Style” with a bar, canapés and candles 
which creates a great atmosphere.  Huge thanks to Ms Cowley for all her hard 
work and to Mr Deeble and Mr Moran for their help with the technical require-
ments.  Thank you to parents Mr and Mrs O’Brien, from the FHSF, who ran 
the bar for us.  We all also enjoyed seeing last year’s year 11 for their Presen-
tation Evening last week. 

 
Tomorrow we have a PD Day and all our teaching staff and LSAs are visit-

ing other schools – ranging from Manchester to Essex.  I always visit another 
school once a term as you pick up great ideas and this is a lovely opportunity 
for the staff.  Next week we are looking forward to grandparents coming to 
school. 

 
We are moving closer to Christmas.  I will be sending home a letter soon 

about all the things that are coming up but you should check the events list 

for all our lovely concerts. Please don't forget that we do a concert for Senior 
Citizens and welcome any of your elderly relatives or neighbours. Please 
phone the school to book a place. We like to give all our visitors a little 
Christmas gift as they leave, so please, if you can, send in a small box of 
chocolate, nice biscuits or other suitable gift.  You’ve also got until Wednes-
day 26th November to get the shoeboxes done for Operation Christmas Child.  

Please remember to enclose £3 to cover transport costs. 
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Please remember it is dark by 4.30pm and students need to be seen by 

wearing bright coats with fluorescent markings.  Please be especially care-
ful if your child is on a bike as we are getting several concerns raised by 
local drivers.  Please make sure they wear a helmet as we are now checking 
this and will give you or your child a warning if we feel your child can no 
longer cycle to school unless they have one plus a light on their bike if 
needed for the time of day they are cycling. 

 
Finally, I am delighted to announce that Mr Webb’s partner gave birth to 

a son, Stanley, at the beginning of November.   
 
Best wishes 

   
 
 
Ms Sue Hargadon 
Headteacher 

Events/Activities To Look Out For 

 
There is a PD day on Friday November 21st. 
“Bring your grandparents to school day” is being held on November 25th as 

part of our ‘Focus Fortnight’. 
The Year 11 Parents’ Consultation Evening is on November 26th.  

There is a Sixth Form Art trip to London galleries on November 26th 
There is a Travel and Tourism trip to London on December 4th. 
There is a GCSE textiles trip to Clothes Show Live on December 5th. 
On December 8th there is a trip to a Sixth Form Economics Conference. 
There is an AS Maths visit to the Inspiration Lectures on December 9th. 
The St Marys Church Concert is at 6pm on December 10th. 
The Year 13 Parents’ Consultation Evening is on December 11th.  
The Senior Citizens Concert is on December 11th at 1.30pm.  If you know 

of any senior citizens who would enjoy this, please let my PA know the 
details. 

The School Christmas Concert is on December 15th 
The Christmas Hamper competition will be judged on Wednesday, Decem-

ber 17th. Hampers will be delivered from 11.30 am onwards. All stu-
dents need to bring in an item in order to wear non uniform on the last 
day. 

The last day of term is December 19th.  It is a non-uniform day for all stu-

dents who have brought in an item for the Christmas Hampers.  A let-
ter will be sent separately confirming all the arrangements for the last 
two days as we also have staff pantos – students leave early on the day 
they are not watching the panto. 

The Spring Term starts on January 7th 2015. 
The Sixth Form Open Evening will be held on Wednesday January 14th 

2015 at 6.45pm. 


