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Look to the future with… 

Business Studies 
 

‘If you like asking questions about the world we live in, we may have 
a few answers for you….’ 

 
 Business Studies prepares you for living in the broadest sense.  You are all going to be 

consumers – some of you may become employers, producers and entrepreneurs. 
 
 You are making decisions all the time, based on the information you have.  Business 

Studies will teach you ways of reaching decisions, weighing up all the arguments and 
solving problems as they happen. 

 
 
What is Business Studies? 
 Business Studies covers a wide range of topics from spotting 

gaps in the market, starting-up, marketing, financing and 
operating a firm.  Business also examines the way in which firms’ 
impact on the economy and how they organise themselves. 

 
 
 
Course Aims 
 The main aim of the course is to develop an academic knowledge and understanding 

of the business world whilst at the same time developing skills such as numeracy, data 
handling, ICT and literacy in order to present and interpret information effectively.  

This is a demanding subject. 
 

Look to the future with…  

Business GCSE 9-1 
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What do students learn?  

 
The course is split into 2 component areas 
 

 Investigating Small Business Development 
  

 Investigating Large Business Development  
 

The subject cannot be taught in isolation from the real world of business and the 
community at large. For example: 
 

 
How does Google make a profit when its gives away its 
products for free?   
 
 
Where are the business 
opportunities?  

 
 
How do you start a business?  
 
How can a business market its products? 

 
How can business exploit new technology? 
 
What factors could affect a 
business? 
 
How can the business get 
bigger? 

 
What decisions does business need to make a people?  
 
What financial decisions does a business need to make? 

 
 Current business issues are always used to add relevance and realism to this subject. 

Learning Opportunities 
Teaching occurs in several formats: 
 Teacher led debate and note taking 
 Short topic  
 Group and project studies 
 Video and case studies 
 Outside speakers and possible visits 
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Course Assessment 

 
Pearson Edexcel GCSE Business Studies 

 
Paper 1                                 50%            1 ½ hour exam 
Paper 2                                 50%            1 ½ hour exam 
 
GCSE Business                   100%           3 hours in total of exams 
 

 

 
Assessment style: Mix of questions ranging from short written response up to and 
including and longer style essay type written answers.  Some calculations will form 
part of the assessment which could include graphs, percentages and using tabular 

information. GOOD written English skills will be essential. 
 

 

9-1 GCSE Results 2021 
9-7   (A*A)   37% 
9-4   (A*-C) 87% 

 
 

 Who is suitable for Business Studies? 
 

 Anyone who finds the business world interesting and wants to know 
how it has shaped and will continue to shape the world we live in. 
 

 Anyone who is motivated, keen to learn new ideas, able to work 
independently and not afraid of hard work!  
 

 Good written English skills are essential for this course. 

 

Students, be prepared for the enjoyable combination of academic 
investigation in an applied context. 

 
 
 
 

Results were 
excellent once 
again, students 

performed 
outstandingly well. 
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What you might achieve with Business Studies: 
 
Business Studies is a useful starting point for your working career.  It can help 
you to access further education and many related possible careers are 
available having studied it: 

 

Accountancy 
Armed Forces 
Banking 
Buyer / Purchasing 
Computing 

Engineering 
Fashion 
Journalism 
Legal Profession 
Marketing 

Police Force 
Production 
Public Relations 
Retail Management 
Stockbroker / trader 

 

What do Year 11 Students think…? 
 

“We have had a lot of fun and have learned a great deal although, it’s done in such a way that 
it doesn’t seem like hard work.” 
 
“A good blend of humour (!), interesting topics and excellent teaching – I would recommend 
this subject for everyone!” 

 
“The range of teaching has been really helpful, the resources 
are varied with video, visits, trips, discussion etc…and the 
topics are happening all around us.” 
 
 
For more information contact:  

Mr Edge  

Director of Learning for Business 

Economics & Vocational Faculty  

(Room SF7 in the Sixth Form) 

 
Be prepared for the future with Business Studies! 
 

 
 
 

What can firms do to stop climate change? 
 
 
 
 

Ask yourself…do you like 
finding out why? …Business 
may have some of the answers 

Why has the world changed? 


