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Equality Statement  

Farlingaye High School values diversity, and is determined to ensure that everyone is treated fairly, 

with dignity and respect; where the opportunities we provide are open to all; and that we provide a 

safe, supportive and welcoming environment - for staff, students and visitors.  

Equality Impact Assessment (EIA)  

This policy has been assessed with regard to its impact on equalities issue, with specific reference to 

the aims of the Equality Act 2010. The equality impact assessment focused on race, gender, 

disability, pregnancy and maternity, age, sexual orientation, gender identity and religion/belief.  

EIA outcomes  

• No areas of potential negative impact were found and actions resulting in positive impact are in 

place where appropriate.  
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Farlingaye High School Drug Policy 

 
The purpose of this policy is:  

 

i) To set out clearly for students, parents, carers, staff and other involved persons what the 

school response and responsibility is when there is suspicion of, or a proven case of, drug 

misuse or drug dealing. This includes available support and possible sanctions. 

ii) To set out the support available when a student or other adult is affected by another’s 

misuse of drugs 

iii) To state the educational provision which will promote accurate and relevant drug awareness 

and information.  

iv) To set out expectations of staff.  

 

1. What is a Drug?  

 

The definition of a drug given by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime is:  a substance 

people take to change the way they feel, think or behave.   

 

The term is used by the DfE to refer to all drugs and, for the purposes of this policy, the term 

'drug' is used to cover: 

 

 Alcohol  

 Tobacco 

 Illegal drugs 

 Medicines (over the counter and prescription) 

 Psychoactive substances (legal highs) 

 Volatile substances (such as lighter fuel, glue or aerosols) 

 Other unauthorised substances  
 

Pupils, staff and parents/carers need to understand that all drugs have the potential to cause 

harm; that using drugs in combination can increase risk; and that legal drugs can be as addictive 

as some illegal drugs. 

 

A drug related ‘incident’ may include any of the following: 

 A student who is suspected of being under the influence of a drug 

 Finding drugs, or related paraphernalia on school premises or the immediate vicinity 

 Use of drugs by a student on school premises or the immediate vicinity 

 Supply of drugs on school premises or the immediate vicinity 

 Possession of drugs by any individual on school premises 

 Individuals disclosing information about their drug use 

 Rumours of drug possession, supply or drug use 

 Reports of drug possession, supply or drug use 

 



3 
 

While this policy is mainly dealing with students (in all years 7-13) and drugs, it does also extend 

to staff and other adults on school premises involved in school activities. 

 

The ability of the school to respond to drug incidents and impose sanctions extends to situations 

beyond the school day and school premises. The provisions of this policy apply on any school-

organised activity, alternative provision or where students can be identified as belonging to 

Farlingaye, whether in uniform or not, and where their actions bring or could bring the school in 

to disrepute.  

 

2. Drugs education 

 

Students receive a programme of drugs education through PSHE. This includes topics on alcohol, 

tobacco and illegal drugs.  Detailed information is outlined in Appendix B. 

 

Staff will be presented with an update on drugs at least every two years. 

  

3. Drugs Awareness Co-ordinator  

 

The school drugs awareness co-ordination role is undertaken by Mr J Lampard – Assistant 

Headteacher & Head of Sixth Form. This role includes: 

 

 Providing advice to staff and arranging for training. 

 Maintaining confidential files and recording any searches linked to drugs. 

 Liaising with Heads of Year & LT to provide updates on all related data. 

 Liaising with specialist organisations and professionals. 

 Offering support to students and parents/carers. 

 Deciding on appropriate sanctions in conjunction with the Headteacher. 

 The secure keeping of any drugs or drug paraphernalia found in school until they are 

correctly disposed of. 

 

4. Support  

 

The school is conscious of its responsibility and desire to offer support to students affected by 

drug misuse, even when serious sanctions may also be imposed.  Support is available in school 

through the pastoral structure, the Safeguarding Team and externally through the School Liaison 

Officer – Tersea England and Turning point and other local organisations.  Support will be 

particularly important when parents/carers or other family members misuse drugs.  In such 

cases there will also need to be an assessment by the safeguarding officer as to whether the 

student is at any risk.  The safeguarding procedures would then come into action if this was 

judged to be the case. 
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5. Consequences of Drug Incidents 

 

The use of, or dealing, in illegal and unauthorised drugs on the school premises or any other 

situation outlined in the scope of this policy is completely unacceptable and the school has to 

balance the needs of the individuals concerned with the needs of the wider school community. It 

is also to be remembered that the entire site is a no smoking zone.  

 

Where a student is suspected of being under the influence of drugs or alcohol on school 

premises or on any school event, the first priority will be the safety of the student and, if it is 

judged necessary, should be dealt with as a medical emergency. Parents/carers or the police 

may need to be contacted. If the student is felt to be at risk, the safeguarding policy will come 

into effect and social services may need to be contacted. 

 

Illegal and unauthorised drugs or drugs paraphernalia may come into the temporary possession 

of school staff as a result of being found, handed over or as a result of a search. The school 

follows the guidance given by the DFES as outlined in their document, ‘Searching, Screening and 

Confiscation’.  Any such material will be confiscated and should be placed in a plastic bag and 

labelled with the date and time and names of staff present (ideally 2 in case of a search). The 

bag must then be placed in a secure location with access limited to senior staff.  

 

Where the drugs concerned are suspected of being controlled substances the police will be 

notified and they will then store or dispose of the material.  It will be usual practice to inform the 

police of the name of the student from whom the drugs were taken unless this is judged by the 

drugs awareness co-ordinator not to be in the best interests of the student.  Where legal drugs 

such as alcohol or tobacco come into the temporary possession of staff they will be retained 

until such time as parents/carers are able to collect the items or be disposed of at the 

parents'/carers' request (or after one week if parents/carers fail to collect).  

 

Further details and information in warning signs can be found in Appendix C. 
 

6. Sanctions for Drug Incidents 
 

While the school will endeavour to support those concerned there are a variety of sanctions 

which will result from drug misuse and the behaviour for learning policy sets out the 

consequences for specific actions. These include: 

 

 detention for smoking or being in the company of smokers and internal exclusion for 

repeated offences; 

 fixed term exclusion or permanent exclusions for possession of illegal or unauthorised 

substances, drug paraphernalia or other related items. 

 

The Headteacher will decide on the appropriate sanctions and they are likely to include, that the 

first offense results in fixed term exclusion, a second offense may result in a permanent 

exclusion. 
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5. Police Involvement  

 

It is school policy to work closely with the police in the event of any serious issue regarding drug 

misuse and police will be involved where there is suspicion that there are controlled drugs or 

unauthorised substances; where there is intent to supply for gain; where there is a situation 

which requires further investigation. It will be the decision of the drugs awareness co-ordinator 

as to whether the names of students involved are divulged to the police.  

 

6. Parents & Carers 

  

It is school policy to keep parents/carers fully informed of any incidents regarding the use of 

drugs of any form in school unless it is exceptional circumstances.  

 

7. The Role of Governors  

 

It is the responsibility of Governors to ensure that there is appropriate drugs education within 

the curriculum and a clear behaviour policy which sets out sanctions and responsibilities. The 

Governors will have the final say in any case of permanent exclusion (see exclusion policy) under 

the Education Act 2011.  

 

8. Staff Conduct and Responsibilities 

 

All staff should be aware of this policy and there are two particular areas of staff responsibility – 

their response to incidents among students and the example of their own behaviour. 

 

 It is the responsibility of all staff to respond to concerns regarding the use of drugs (legal 

and illegal) in school or on school-related activities and it is never acceptable to turn a 

blind eye or to knowingly allow students to engage in an illegal activity. Staff must report 

any concerns regarding drug misuse to a senior member of staff so that the appropriate 

action can be taken. If on a school activity there is no senior member of staff, staff 

should follow the guidelines in this policy and the search policy and report the incident 

to a senior member of staff as soon as possible. 

 

 Staff have a responsibility to maintain high standards of behaviour and ethics and to 

safeguard students’ wellbeing (duty of care & teacher standards). Staff should not 

engage in any behaviour which limits their ability to safeguard the wellbeing of students 

when in their care or which would not set a correct, responsible example to students 

 

9. Appendix A 

 

Statutory requirements and non-statutory guidelines. 

 

 

10. Appendix B 
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Where drugs education is delivered at Farlingaye High School 

 

11. Appendix C 

 

Drug incidents and information on warning signs 

 

12. Appendix D 

 

Further policy information 
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APPENDIX A 

 
Statutory Requirements 

 

At Key Stage 3 students should be taught: 

 

 That the abuse of alcohol, solvents, tobacco and other drugs affects health. 
 That the body’s natural defence may be enhanced by immunisation and medicines 
 How smoking effects lung structure and gas exchange. 

 

At Key Stage 4 students should be taught: 

 

 The effects of solvents, tobacco, alcohol and other drugs and on body functions. 
 

Non-statutory Guidelines 

Taken from QCA guidance for schools 

 

Key Stage 3 Key stage 4 

Knowledge and understanding 

 School rules relating to alcohol, tobacco, 
solvents and illegal drugs and responses to 
drug related incidents. 

 Information about legal drugs (including 
prescribed and over the counter medicine) 
and illegal drugs their effects and 
associated health risks 

 Different categories of drugs 
 Key words including- abuse, tolerance, 

dependence, overdose and withdrawal 
 The law relating to drugs  
 The effect of different levels of alcohol 

intake 
 The misuse of drugs in sport 
 Advice and support in the locality, national 

help lines and organisations. 

 

 School rules relating to alcohol, tobacco, 
solvents and illegal drugs and responses to 
drug related incidents. 

 Information about drugs including their legal 
status, effects and appearance 

 Personal, social, financial, biological and 
psychological effects of drugs misuse. 

 Patterns of drug misuse locally and 
nationally and the impact on the community 

 Dangers associated with particular drugs, 
mixing of drugs and specific environments 
and moods 

 Drugs in this country including education, 
prevention, policing and legal aspects, 
penalties, treatment and rehabilitation 

 Legal rights and responsibilities 
 The services provided by local and national 

advice and support agencies. 

Skills 

 Identifying risks to health 
 Communicating with peers, parents and 

professionals 
 Decision making and assertiveness 
 Giving and securing help 

 

 Identifying risks to health 
 Communicating with peers, parents and 

professionals 
 Decision making and assertiveness 
 Managing conflict 
 Communicating drug advice to younger 

people 
 Giving and securing help 
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Attitudes 

 Attitudes and beliefs about different drug 
users 

 Impact of the media and advertising 
 Attitudes towards drugs and laws 
 Recognition of ones self as a role model 

and acceptance of responsibility for ones 
actions 

 Taking responsibility for one’s own and 
other peoples safety 

 

 

 Social and cultural influences on young 
people 

 Attitudes towards drugs, drug users and 
misusers and laws relating to drugs 

 Individuals responsibility for their own 
actions. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Where is Drugs Education taught? 

 

Drugs Education is taught in many subject areas, in particular: 

 

 Personal Social and Health Education 
 Life Skills 
 Science 

 

Drugs Education is taught across the curriculum as part of a planned program. 

 

Year Taught Subject area and content 

7 Drop in sessions via PSHE team and assemblies 

8 Science: A model career covering drugs and addiction.  

9 PSHE: First aid course  

PSHE: Drugs & Knife Crime drop in session 

 

10 Life Skills: Drugs topic 

Science: Non-communicable disease – Smoking & Alcohol 

 

11 Disaggregated curriculum days, assemblies and external speakers 

 

Teaching 

 

 Ground rules must be in place for each group. Students and staff must maintain mutual 
respect.  

 Up to date training is essential. CPD sessions are available for all staff.  
 

 

 

 

Child Protection and Confidentiality 

 

Staff are reminded that they cannot offer confidentiality to students. Any concerns must be passed 

to the child protection officer. 

Please see the child protection policy.  

 

Staffing 

 

In year 10 the Life Skills is taught by a specialised team and inset is given.  

All visitors will follow the school safeguarding guidelines and a member of staff will be present.   

 

Parents 
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Parents are welcome to see the material we use in the drugs education work.  

 

The National Drug Strategy 

 

The drugs action strategy involves all young people, schools and parents/carers and they will also be 

involved in the forthcoming National Alcohol Harm Reduction Strategy.  

It aims to reduce the harm caused by drugs by improving education. Drugs Action Teams (DATs) are 

strategic bodies responsible for co-ordinating the drug strategy at local level.  
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APPENDIX C 
 

Drugs Incident 

 

Disclosure 
If a student makes a disclosure that he/she has been using drugs or misusing substances, we must 

remember never to promise confidentiality. Disclosure usually indicates a need for help, and the 

student needs to be made aware straight away that we will need to talk to other adults who are able 

to help. Such disclosures should be discussed with a member of the Senior Leadership team before 

action is agreed.  

 

Suspicion/ Rumour/Allegations 
The following lists of warning signs are offered to assist staff in their work. They are not, of course, in 

themselves, conclusive.  

 

Warning signs in individuals  

 Excessive spending or borrowing of money 
 Stealing from parents  
 Attendance pattern changes, or sudden unwillingness to participate in College activities  
 Unusual outbreaks of temper  
 Disregard for physical appearance 
 Lack of appetite  
 Being the subject of rumours  
 Dilated pupils 
 Lethargic/slow 
 

Warning signs in groups 

 Being the subjects of rumours  
 Exchanging money/objects in suspicious circumstances  
 Talking to strangers/ex students near school premises  
 Associated briefly with an older student who is not normally part of the group  
 Use of drugs slang  
 

Objects or signs which may indicate drug use  

 Foil containers – perhaps discoloured by heat  
 Metal tins 
 Heat discoloured spoons  
 Cigarette rolling papers with ripped packaging  
 Plastic bags or butane gas containers  
 Stamps or similar small items  
 Hand rolled cigarettes  
 An aromatic smell  
 Cardboard or other tubes  
 Paper (2 inches square) folded to form a square  
 Small bottles, pill boxes  
 Cigarette lighters 
 Lighter fluid 
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APPENDIX D 
 

Updated:  

 

February 2018 by Josh Lampard (Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form & Drugs Awareness Co-

ordinator) and Carl Fitch (School’s PHSE Co-ordinator) 

 

Staff Responsible:  

 

 Josh Lampard (Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form & Drugs Awareness Co-ordinator) 

 Carl Fitch (School’s PHSE Co-ordinator), 

 Andy Sievewright (Head Teacher) 

 

Documents used to write the policy 

 

 Every Child Matters  
 DfES Drugs Guidance for Schools 2004 
 The revised National Curriculum 2000 
 The National Drugs Strategy 
 The National Healthy Schools Strategy 
 The right approach: quality standards in drugs education (Drug Scope) 

 


