
Farlingaye SIXTH FORM

PROSPECTUS





Dear Student...
Whether you are an existing Farlingaye student or a student at another 
establishment you are very welcome to join the Sixth Form at Farlingaye 
High School. We offer a broad curriculum and aim to meet your needs. 
There is a place for you whether you are interested in following an 
A Level course or a combined course of A Levels, Level 3 Technical 
qualifications and/or GCSE re-takes.
We have a very successful Sixth Form, with students achieving 
exceptional results. Our OFSTED report confirmed that our Sixth Form 
is outstanding. We were particularly pleased that we are achieving 
these outstanding results with a range of student entry levels at post-
16. We also add value to Sixth Form students, increasing performance 
in comparison to expected grades.
Farlingaye Sixth Form offers you the best of opportunities - we have 
committed and experienced staff, superb buildings, including a 
purpose-built Sixth Form Centre, and excellent resources, including 
good access to ICT.
While we aim for you to reach your highest academic potential, we 
also want to offer you the opportunity to broaden your experience by 
taking part in an exciting and fulfilling extra-curricular programme. We 
want you to contribute to the whole life of the school and last, and 
certainly not least, we want you to enjoy yourself!
You will be expected to work hard, to show commitment and to achieve 
success. You will work in partnership with others - with your staff to 
ensure you are reaching your targets; with your peer group in sharing 
your experiences; and with your local community in gaining work 
experience and supporting others. Staff will also work closely with your 
parents to help you achieve in all you do. At the end of your course you 
will have developed new skills and interests that will prepare you for 
life in the 21st century.
Please make the most of the opportunities to find out more about 
life in the Sixth Form and do ask if there is anything else you need to 
know. It would be very helpful for you to attend the  Sixth Form Open 
Evening. We hope very much to be welcoming you to the Farlingaye 
Sixth Form in the future.

Dr Andy Sievewright, Headteacher
Mrs Vicky Stuart, Assistant Headteacher and Director of Sixth Form



Why Choose Farlingaye?

For academic success and great facilities.....

Committed and experienced staff; superb resources and excellent buildings create a 
stimulating learning environment.

We have a highly successful Sixth Form, with students achieving exceptional results.

Choose from 37 two-year courses, including A Levels and Level 3 Technical Qualifications.

Full broadband internet access which students can access from their own device or use 
one of our 800 networked computers.

Excellent facilities including a purpose-built Sixth Form block, fitness studio, performance 
area, sports hall, Sixth Form study area, common room and a learning resource centre.

In addition to a wide range of A Level, Level 3 and GCSE courses, we offer a variety of 
curriculum enrichment courses.

The Sixth Form has a culture of ambition, and we will do everything we can to help you 
to achieve well in your chosen areas of study.

For mentoring and personal support...

Nationally recognised benchmark data give you grades to aim for and exceed in your 
chosen subjects.

Take a greater responsibility for your own learning within our caring, supportive and 
friendly environment.

Our careful monitoring of students’ progress is geared towards helping everyone 
achieve.

There’ll be lots of praise when everything is going well.  But if you’re not doing as 
well as you should be, you’ll know about it, and we’ll support you.  We’ll give you 
comprehensive and individual guidance through the application process for Higher 
Education, with sessions on writing UCAS applications and mock interviews.

We will also give advice on apprenticeships, further training and the world of work.





...and so much more, beyond study

Help others by becoming a Buddy Mentor to those in the lower years, or join the Student Hub or Adopt-
a-Teacher Scheme and support classroom activities.

Join in national competitions, including Bar Mock Trial, Maths/Chemistry Olympiad and the Student 
Investor Challenge.

Join our highly successful post-16 sports teams. 

Specialist day conferences are organised by different faculties, with a range of outside speakers and 
opportunities to talk to people in industry.

Join the Charity Committee and organise fun events - we raise over £3,000 each year. Recently we have 
supported the Big Hoot for St Elizabeth Hospice. 



Enjoy trips to a variety of places that have included Italy, India, Poland and the Czech Republic, Borneo, 
Morocco, Peru, the Galapagos, World War I battlefields and a biennial Music Tour.

Spend break and lunchtime in the Sixth Form common room, listen to music, drink coffee, buy snacks or 
just chat.

Take part in international exchanges and residential visits; attend national lectures, theatres and conferences.

Display your musical talent through our many ensembles: various choirs, Jazz band, wind band and orchestra 
- or try something completely different at our occasional acoustic, rock or pop concerts and open mic 
sessions.

Get the employability edge with amazing opportunities to develop key skills through excellent work related 
experience and by using Unifrog. We also have fantastic links with local business and apprenticeship 
providers.



Why join the Sixth Form?
The obvious answer is to gain qualifications to enable you to progress to your chosen destination. 
This will then allow you access to Higher Education, Apprenticeships or help you to pursue a job or 
particular career. However, there is more to Sixth Form life than just studying hard.

While in Sixth Form you will want to have the opportunity to widen your experience in academic 
subjects, to develop other skills and talents and to have fun.

A balance between a commitment to study, involvement in the wider life of the Sixth Form and an 
active social life will help make your time in Sixth Form rewarding, successful and enjoyable.

What do you want out of a Sixth Form?

Most students in Year 11 would say:

• Experienced and committed subject staff
• Access to educational trips and visits
• Good resources and facilities
• Higher education and careers advice and guidance
• Care and support with any problems
• An active and lively social life
• Opportunity for extra-curricular activities

You’ll get all this in Farlingaye Sixth Form and so much more.

Induction and Support

In August, at enrolment, you confirm your final choice of subjects and give an assurance that you 
are willing to commit yourself to the requirements of the courses you have chosen. Even then there 
is the possibility of change.

During the first five weeks (known as the induction period) opportunities exist to discuss the 
possibilities of course changes.  It is clear, however, that the longer you leave it before changing, the 
more difficult it becomes to make up ground in your new subject. We would expect all such changes 
to have occurred within this induction period.

During this period, and throughout your time at Farlingaye, we support and monitor your progress. 
You will receive a report every seven to eight weeks.  Your Sixth Form tutor will meet you regularly 
one-to-one to discuss your reports and help you organise and use your time effectively.



Tutors help you adjust to the kind of study and workload required and provide a programme of 
advice and support. The teachers you have for the different subjects also meet with you regularly to 
discuss your progress and to agree goals with you for each term. The first half term also has activities 
designed to help you adjust to studying and prepare you for life beyond Sixth Form.



Entry Criteria for A Level Courses

Our entry policy is designed to be flexible and accommodating. It will, however, specify grades to be 
achieved for entry to certain specific subjects.

Overall we have found that students need at least six grade 4s at GCSE/BTEC, with 5/6s in many 
subjects to achieve at A Level. Therefore, we are looking for students to have attained that standard 
to start our courses.

We consider each student individually - we look at their exam results, any special circumstances and 
the view of their teachers about their potential and achievements at GCSE/BTEC.

Please note that we will stick very carefully to our published criteria for entry. Our experience shows 
that students taking these subjects will be successful only if they begin them with a very secure 
understanding of the subject matter they will be using in the initial stages of the Year 12 course. 

GCSE re-take options

Entry criteria for re-take GCSE English and Maths: Preferably 3.

If students join the Sixth Form without a grade 4 in English or Maths they must re-sit. Students must 
have achieved a grade 4 in at least one of them.

English Language GCSE
The course is designed for post-16 students who would like to improve on their existing qualifications 
in English. It follows the pattern of the standard GCSE, but is concentrated into one year. The final 
grade is assessed by two examinations only. A November re-sit is possible for those who achieved a 
grade 3 the previous summer.

Mathematics GCSE
The course is designed for post-16 students who would like to improve on their GCSE grade, and is 
particularly aimed at students who achieved a grade 3 in Year 11.
Students follow a year-long course. There are re-sit opportunities in November and June.



Applying

On the website you will find the Sixth Form Application Form.  You need to download this form, 
complete it and return via email to sixthform@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk. You will find guidance on 
completing the application form later in this booklet. Please tell us if there is a clash of subjects. We 
can sometimes make changes to pool groups to ensure you can do the subjects you wish to study.

During the subsequent two months you, with your parents/carers, will be invited to school to 
discuss your application. We will consider your needs and the requirements of the courses you wish 
to follow. However, you need not worry that this plan is set in stone. Changes may be made, with 
guidance, right up to the day you start the term - this may particularly apply if your GCSE results 
are not as you expected.

Open Evening
At our Sixth Form Open Evening on Thursday 12th January 2023, you can find out about Sixth Form 
at Farlingaye.  By this time you may have received your trial exam grades and will have a clearer 
idea of the courses you might be interested in.



A Levels

Farlingaye High School Sixth Form no longer offers AS Levels in Year 12. Students will undertake a two year 
programme of study on full A Level qualifications. However, all students will have rigorous assessments 
and monitoring, including end of year internal assessments in Year 12. This is to ensure they will be 
successful in Year 13 when completing their final exams. We do not want any student to complete two 
years and leave with any failed subjects. For this reason, we make sure we identify any students “at risk”.

We will maintain communication with the student and their parents/carers to ensure all parties are aware. 
We must also ensure all students can undertake a full time programme of study in Year 13.

We now offer 37 subject options across the Sixth Form including A Levels and a range of Level 3 Technical 
Qualifications. These are more vocational and often have a higher proportion or coursework.

Students may choose subjects of either type to make up their programme of study.  Specific subject 
information is located on our Sixth Form website. This also includes entry criteria for each subject.



Information on Courses

All students select three A Levels (or equivalent courses) in Year 12. As well as these, all students 
will be taking an enrichment course called Additional Studies. We use these lessons to enrich the 
curriculum, cover key PSHE information and support students’ study skills. This provides a balanced 
overview to their studies. It also provides time to cover other topics such as finance, careers and 
supporting students’ UCAS applications, or next steps.

It is possible for a wide variety or combination of courses and examinations to be chosen. Careful 
planning for your studying is required.

It is important to note that many university courses, apprenticeships and other programme routes 
will often need specific subjects at A Level. Students should research these requirements prior to 
finalising choices.

Help and advice in assembling your combination of courses will be available in school and in the 
meeting with you and your parents. You will find detailed course descriptions on our website. 
http://www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk/Information/SixthForm/

Facilities

The Sixth Form block contains a purpose-built study and ICT area, Common Room, teaching rooms 
and resource areas with access to networked PCs, all with internet access.  There are also specialist 
science labs and ICT rooms built for Sixth Form teaching.

The Common Room is well furnished and students also have good access to faculty study rooms, 
the library, sports hall, fitness studio and ICT across the rest of the school. We also have a fair trade 
coffee outlet for use at break and lunchtime.





We love music, from classical to jazz and rock

We offer an amazing array of musical opportunities, whatever your interests or expertise.

There are six choirs, including boys’ choirs, girls’ choirs, a barbershop choir and a traditional chamber 
choir. Instrumental ensembles include our Concert Band, Brass Band, Sinfonia and our celebrated 
Big Band, as well as various clubs and lunchtime activities such as Flute Choir and Ukulele Club. 
Students have also had the opportunity to take part in “open mic” sessions, songwriting workshops 
and rock concerts.

Our groups perform at a multitude of concerts every year. These include the traditional Christmas 
concerts, performing in the local community. We support events such as Maritime Woodbridge, 
concerts at a local care home and our summer concert in Elmhurst Park. 

Alternate years, we go on a Music Tour in Europe. 

Get involved

There’s lots to get involved in within school too. As well as our numerous music clubs there are many 
other opportunities during the school day.

If sport is your passion we have various team sport clubs, such as the Sixth Form football and 
netball teams, indoor rowing, fitness in our dedicated fitness studio, inter-form volleyball, dodgeball 
competitions and many more.

Away from sport there is the Debate Club, Bar Mock Trial, academic activities such as revision clubs, 
STEP club and extra-curricular subjects, to name but a few.

In all cases there are also opportunities to help out with lower school clubs, such as Science Club for 
Key Stage 3, where Sixth Formers plan and deliver a range of experiments for Years 7-9, Rowing Club 
for Year 8, Badminton and Library Club. You can also volunteer at our Reading Club, where you will 
help younger students with their reading - a fantastic opportunity for anyone who wants to go into 
any of the care professions.

New clubs are springing up all the time, and if you have an interest you can often start one up 
yourself.



Get the show on the road

You don’t have to study Drama to get involved in our drama productions.

You can audition for the Upper School musical, combining song, drama and dance, performed in 
the Spring Term. 

If you don’t fancy being on stage, we need back stage people too.



Previous productions have included Les Miserables, Chicago, Cabaret, Fame, Made in Dagenham, 
Fiddler on the Roof, Grease and Beauty and the Beast.



The world is our oyster

Travelling and exchanging ideas across cultures is one of the most 
enriching forms of education. There are a host of trips on offer to our 
Sixth Form students, from a range of subject-based trips, such as to 
local universities, the Maths Inspiration lectures at Cambridge, trips 
to local hospitals and gyms, studying animal behaviour at Colchester 
Zoo and field trips to Minsmere and Shingle Street.  Drama and English 
students will watch professional productions in London or closer to 
home. We run French, Spanish and German exchanges every year.

Our Activities Week in the summer term offers a host of different 
trips such as the Music Tour or the Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, as 
well as providing opportunities to undertake some vital work related 
experience.

We also use this week to look Beyond Farlingaye, where we support 
students in transition to their next pathway. Using local Universities 
and Apprenticeship providers and our growing Alumni to support 
students in progression.



Our Oyster



So what next?

Once you have looked through the courses on our website, note which ones interest you then discuss them 
with:

• Your parents/carers
• Your current teachers
• The teachers who teach the subjects at A Level
• Year 12/13 students currently taking the subjects

After you have attended the Sixth Form Open evening on Thursday 12th January 2023, complete the 
application form on our website and email it to sixthform@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk. An appointment will 
then be arranged for you and your parents with a senior member of staff in March or April to discuss your 
choices. Finally, remember to keep working for your GCSEs!
The deadline for applications is the 7th February.

Completing the Application Form

On our website you will find an application form. Please complete the entire form. To choose your subjects 
complete the pools grid by placing a tick next to your chosen subject(s). When completing this remember:

• You must select only ONE subject in each pool, choosing three subjects.
• As well as these three subjects, all students must also take Additional Studies.
• There will be one blank pool group.

If we cannot offer the exact subject combination that you would like, please let us know. If several students 
make a similar request, we will do our best to change or add subjects to our pools.

Return the application form to sixthform@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk
If you are unsure about any aspect of your application, please ask Mrs Stuart or the Sixth Form team 
for clarification. Please note that we cannot guarantee to run any particular course and in exceptional 
circumstances may need to withdraw a course.

Finally best wishes for the academic year!
We look forward to welcoming you to Farlingaye High School Sixth Form.
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