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10th September 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Introduction 
 
As you may be aware your son/daughter has indicated an interest in completing their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award.   
 
Please find attached essential information on the Bronze Award, including dates of training and 
expeditions, costs and a return slip. 
 

Bronze Award Programme (14+ years old) 

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition 

3 months 3 months 3 months Plan, train for and 
complete a 2 day, 1 
night expedition 

All participants must undertake a further 3 months in the Volunteering, Physical or 
Skills section. 

 
To attain the award each young person will have to complete a training weekend, a practice expedition and 
a qualifying expedition, all of which will be run in the local Suffolk area in order to keep costs down and 
provide a suitable introduction for students. 
 
As parents you need to be aware that, as with all school trips, there is an element of risk in the expeditions.  
While on expedition, accommodation will be by camping.  Students will be cooking using camp stoves.  
They will be walking through unfamiliar countryside. Due to the nature and requirements of DofE 
expeditions, students may not be with and adult at all times and will be supervised remotely from a 
distance.  A full risk assessment is carried out for each expedition. 
 
Parents should be aware that it is school policy that participation in a trip will be dependent on staff feeling 
confident that your son/daughter will behave appropriately. In particular, poor behaviour between now 
and the date of the expeditions is likely to result in your child being withdrawn. The decision of the 
Headteacher on this matter is final. 
 

  



In previous years, we had an overwhelming response and the number of participants in the Bronze Award 
meant that we had to split the group in half and have two sets of expeditions.  In anticipation that this 
might happen again, we have already built this into the calendar.  We will split the group into two roughly 
equal halves at the follow up meeting towards the end of November. 
 
The cost of completing the trips/training and Award will be £130.  This includes provision of external 
training, campsite fees, insurances, assessor’s fees and the DofE enrolment fee of £28.50 which we pay on 
your behalf to Suffolk County Council (you do not need to pay this separately). 
 
Additional costs you need to plan for: 

 Food on each of the weekends 

 Personal kit – see the attached recommended kit list (A very limited amount of personal kit is available for 
those who are unable to provide their own, e.g. sleeping bags, sleeping mats, rucksacks, waterproofs.) 

 Transport to local areas for the weekends (suggest groups organise their own parents to drop off/collect 
them). 

 
Please do not go out and buy all of the equipment listed on the kit list at this stage.  We will be 
holding a kit demo after the training weekend in January, where we explain the requirements in 
detail. 

 
We will provide: 

 Group kit (tents, cooking equipment, fuel, maps, compasses, etc.) 
 
Essential information 
Oly Cooper of Go Explore Ltd. will be running the DofE training and expeditions for Farlingaye High School 
with my support and that of a number of volunteer staff. 
 
We will be organising both the training dates/sessions for the students to complete the expedition section 
safely and in addition will run a number of workshops (in school/after school) to help, guide and support 
the students through the process to successfully obtain their award.  It is essential that students attend 
these sessions or they will not get the full benefit of the training and may not be able to complete the 
award.  Details of these sessions will be posted on the school’s daily notices. 
 
In order to ensure you are kept fully up to date with training and expedition dates and other important 
information, I have created a Farlingaye DofE page on Facebook.  The address is 
www.facebook.com/FarlingayeDofE.  We also have a Twitter feed and you can keep up to date with 
announcements by following @FHSDofE.  Important dates and copies of letters, etc. will also be made 
available on the school website. 
 
I am aware that some students start on their DofE Bronze Award very keen to go on expedition, but fall 
behind on the other sections in the award and fail to complete it.   To reduce the likelihood of this 
happening, we will be operating a “commitment period”. 
 
In order to be eligible to be fully enrolled in the DofE Award and take part in the expeditions, students will 
have to show their commitment to completing the volunteering, physical and skills sections. 
 
The criteria will be as follows: 

1. Students complete the sign up form and pay the initial deposit. 
2. They make a start on the volunteering, physical and skills sections and show evidence that they have 

started or have planned what they are going to do.  If insufficient evidence of progress in the volunteering 
physical and skills sections is not shown, students will not be able to continue with the award. 



3. This must be done at the latest, by the end of November and evidence must be shown at the follow up 
meeting on 29th November 2018 (Guidance will be provided).  Students will not be enrolled onto the DofE 
system before this date. 

4. The deposit will be held until your son/daughter’s commitment has been verified and they are enrolled on 
DofE. 

5. The deposit will be fully refundable until this point.  It will not be refundable after this point as we will 
already have made financial commitments. 
 
The above procedure should help students to complete their award, it shows us that they are committed 
and it ensures that you are not financially obligated before your son/daughter has decided if it is really for 
them.  
 
List of key dates: 

BRONZE AWARD 

Event Date Venue Time 

Initial meeting for all participants Thu 18/10/2018 New Hall 4.00-5.00 pm 

Follow up meeting for all participants Thu 29/11/2018 New Hall 4.00-5.00 pm 

eDofE session for Expedition 1 participants Tue 17/01/2019 LR1 4.00-5.00 pm 

eDofE session for Expedition 2 participants Tue 22/01/2019 LR1 4.00-5.00 pm 

Bronze Training weekend Sat 26/1/2019 to Sun 27/1/2019 6th Form Area 9.00 - 5.00 pm 

Bronze kit demo and information Sun 27/01/2019 FHS 4.00 pm 

eDofE session for Expedition 1 participants Thu 25/04/2019 LR1 4.00-5.00 pm 

eDofE session for Expedition 2 participants Thu 2/05/2019 LR1 4.00-5.00 pm 

Bronze Practice expedition 1 Sat 27/4/2019 to Sun 28/4/2019 Suffolk Coast 2 Days 

Bronze Practice expedition 2 Sat 4/5/2019 to Sun 5/5/2019 Suffolk Coast 2 Days 

Route planning session for qualifying expeds Sat 8/6/2019 Tech block 9.00 - 4.00 pm 

Bronze kit check drop-in evening (optional) Thu 13/6/2019 New Hall 6.30-8.00 pm 

Bronze Qualifying expedition 1 Sat 15/6/2019 to Sun 16/6/2019 Suffolk Coast 2 Days 

Bronze Qualifying expedition 2 Sat 22/6/2019 to Sun 23/6/2019 Suffolk Coast 2 Days 

 
Please could I ask that your son/daughter returns the signed slip below by Friday 12th October 2018 to 
secure their place?  The school is now taking all payments electronically, therefore after the initial slip 
returns have been made, we will be able to set up Parent Pay for you to pay the deposit of £65. This facility 
will be available for you shortly after we receive your return slip. This deposit will be refundable until the 
follow up meeting at the end of November.  After this point it will no longer be refundable.  A final 
instalment of £65 will be requested towards the end of March next year, which will also be payable via 
Parent Pay.  The enrolment and medical details forms should be completed and returned to Mr Shaw in 
the Technology team room by Friday 12th October 2018. 
 
If you have any questions about the DofE Bronze Award, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
cshaw@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk. Full details of the award can be found on www.dofe.org. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mr Colin Shaw 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Coordinator 
 

  

mailto:cshaw@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk
http://www.dofe.org/


 

Student’s Name: Tutor Group: 

I agree to my son/daughter taking part in the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award.   
 
I understand that he/she will not be enrolled on the DofE Award until the 
commitment criteria has been fulfilled.   
 
I will pay the initial deposit of £65 by Parent Pay. 
 
Please return this slip by Friday 12th October 2018 to the Sports Centre office 
between 08:55 and 09:25 or at break time.  
 

Signed: Parent/Carer 

 


