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07 September 2018 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Gold Award – introductory letter 
 
As you may be aware your son/daughter has indicated an interest in completing their Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award.   
 
There are two routes of entry into this level of the award, the first being a continuation from the Silver award 
and the other as a direct entrant which requires a longer period of time (see below).  Those continuing 
from Silver must have completed their Silver Award before being enrolled onto Gold.  This means 
that everything is approved and signed off on eDofE.   
 

Volunteering Physical Skills Expedition Residential 

12 Months  One section for 12 
months and the other 
section for 6 months 

Plan, train for and 
complete a 4 day, 
3 night expedition 

Undertake a 
shared activity in a 
residential setting 
away from home 
for 5 days and 4 
nights 

Direct entrants must undertake a further 6 months in either the Volunteering or the 
longer of the Physical or Skills sections. 

 
To attain the award each young person will have to complete a training weekend, practice and a qualifying 
expedition. 
 
These will be over the following periods: 

• Training weekend 09th – 10th February 2019 at Butley Village Hall (residential). 
• Practice expedition from 8th – 13th April 2019 (Easter Holiday).  Yorkshire Dales. 
• Qualifying Route Planning session at Butley Village Hall, 5.00 – 8.00 pm, 27th April 2019. 
• Qualifying expedition from 13th – 18th July 2019 (Activities Week).  Lake District. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



Please find below a list of key dates for the Gold programme (please note, with the exception of the kit 
demo and information session, parents do not need to attend any of the other sessions): 
 

Gold initial meeting, Tuesday 6/11/2018, 4.00 – 5.00 pm in the Common Room. 

Gold training weekend and route planning: 9th – 10th February 2019.  Butley Village Hall. 

Gold kit demo and parents’ information session 4.00 pm at Butley Village Hall after 
training weekend. 

Gold practice expedition: 8th – 13th April 2019, Yorkshire Dales. 

Gold route planning for qualifying expedition, 27th April 2019, 5.00 – 8.00 pm. 

Gold qualifying expedition: 13th – 18th July 2019, Lake District. 
 
Completion of the training weekend and both of the expeditions is vital to passing the award.  Please check 
the dates above carefully as not being able to attend any of these may result in your son/daughter being 
unable to complete the award. 
 
As parents you need to be aware that, as with all school trips, there is an element of risk in the expeditions. 
The trips involve travel by minibus to and from the expedition areas.  While on expedition, accommodation 
will be by camping.  Students will be cooking using camp stoves.  They will be walking through unfamiliar 
wild country. Due to the nature and requirements of DofE expeditions, students may not be with an adult at 
all times and will be supervised remotely from a distance.  A full risk assessment is carried out for each 
expedition. 
 
Parents should be aware that it is school policy that participation in a trip will be dependent on staff feeling 
confident that your son/daughter will behave appropriately. In particular, poor behaviour between now and 
the date of the expeditions is likely to result in your child being withdrawn. The decision of the Headteacher 
on this matter is final. 
 
The cost of completing the award will be £680.  This includes vehicle hire, fuel, group equipment, maps, 
accommodation, staffing (we require one Mountain Leader qualified guide per group) and insurance for 
training and expeditions, plus assessors fees.  It also includes the enrolment fee of £35 which we pay to 
Suffolk County Council on your behalf.  This overall cost is based on 18-25 participants and if fewer 
than 18 participants apply, we may have to increase the amount in order to run the expeditions.  We 
will advise you of this when we have an idea of numbers. 
 
Additional costs: 

• Food on each of the expeditions/training 
• Personal kit (please see the attached recommended kit list) 

 
At the Gold Duke of Edinburgh level it is very much down to the students to be responsible for organising 
themselves for both expeditions and to complete the other sections of the award, including the Residential.  
Advice and guidance will be given as necessary. 
 
In order to ensure you are kept fully up to date with training and expedition dates and other important 
information, we have a Facebook page at facebook.com/FarlingayeDofE and Twitter feed @FHSDofE.  Key 
dates, copies of letters and attachments will also be available from the school website. 
 
We will be holding a number of workshops in school for Bronze and Silver candidates.  Gold students are 
encouraged to pop into these sessions to help out and to speak to our trainers and myself about their 
progress.  They should check the Facebook page and Twitter feed for dates and times. 
 
Please could I ask that your son/daughter returns the signed slip below as soon as possible (by Friday 
19/10/2018 at the latest). Once the initial paperwork has been returned, we will setup a Gold DofE account 
for you on ParentPay in order to pay the deposit and further payments.  It is now the school’s policy to take 
payments in this way whenever possible. This deposit is £170 and will be non-refundable. Further 
instalments of £170, will be requested at the end of January and March, followed by a final instalment of 
£170 towards the end of May next year. 
 
Please also complete and return the attached enrolment form which we will forward to Suffolk 
County Council, no additional fee is required as this is already part of the £680. 



 
If you have any questions about the Gold DofE Award, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
cshaw@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk. Full details of the award can be found on www.dofe.org. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr Colin Shaw 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Co-ordinator 
 
 
 
 
 

Student’s Name: Tutor Group: 

 
I agree to my son/daughter taking part in the Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award.   
 
I will pay the initial £170 to cover the non-refundable deposit, using 
ParentPay. 
 
Please return to the Sports Centre office between 8.55 - 9.25am or at break 
time.  Returns required by Friday 19th October 2018. 
 

Signed: Parent/Carer 
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