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“Outside the open window/ The morning air is all 
awash with angels.” ― Richard Wilbur 

Head’s Message 
 
As we near the end of the first half-
term of the year and reflect on six 
weeks of online lessons for all, I 
would like to say a resounding ‘well 
done’ to our students, the vast 
majority of whom have engaged, 
learned and progressed, despite the 
challenges involved. Many of them 
have not only completed their 
lessons, but invested time and 
creative energy in school-based 
projects and activities (see Mr 
MacDonald’s Fantastic Cakes as a wonderful example of this). I would 
also like to congratulate the families who have supported the students to 
work their way through these difficult weeks so successfully, through 
encouragement, cajoling and the occasional well-timed biscuit. The staff, 
too, deserve great credit for developing their skill set so rapidly, while 
well outside of the comfort zone of most. 
As we look forward to next half-term, we know that it is very likely that 
at least some of our students will still have a lot more virtual learning to 
do, and so we continue to review and develop our practice. We know 
that students are keen to get back to their ‘real classrooms’ but we ask 
them to continue to be patient and positive, and to work with us as we 
try to ensure that our provision is as good as we can make it. You will 
note that the Upcoming Events section of this page provides a possible 
return to school date of March 8th. As noted in my recent message to all 
families, we do not know if there will be a return on this date, or – if 
there is – which students will be coming back to school. As soon as there 
is more concrete information about what schools are being asked to do 
in terms of reopening, we will make clear announcements to everyone in 
our community. 
Among all the positive and encouraging articles featured in this edition 
of the Forum, I think my favourite is Dr Harrison’s piece on the wonders 
of the natural world revealed by his study window. I hope that, over the 
next week or so, you are all able to get out into the fresh air and 
experience these wonders for yourselves. 
I would like to wish all of the members of our community a safe and 
happy break. 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

Mon 15th to Fri 19th 
February 

Half Term 
 

Mon 22nd February 

Online lessons 
resume. School is 

open to children of 
critical workers and 

students in some 
specific categories 

 
Wed 24th February 

Virtual Y12 Parents’ 
Evening 

 
Mon 8th March 

Schools to re-open 
as per government 

Lockdown 
statement—tbc 

 
Wed 17th March 

Virtual Y10 Parents’ 
Evening 
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Thank You for the Christmas Donations 
We have received thanks from the year group charities for the donations the students made to them at 
Christmas. 
Below is the list of the charities each year group donated to and how much was raised: 
Year 7 Homestart £754 plus additional funds to over £1000 
Year 8 Lighthouse £595 
Year 9 Pink Orange Project £553 
Year 10 East and West Villa                  £563.50  
Year 11 Save the Children Fund £526.50 
Year 12 Suffolk Refugee Support £384 
Year 13 Selig Trust £444.50 
 
All the extra fundraising bits at the end of term also went to Homestart.  In the end this resulted in them 
receiving over £1000 which was amazing and huge thanks must be given to all who helped support this.  

 

 



Lighthouse  
“Thank you for the £595.00 donation that was given to Lighthouse this Christmas time. Your kind donation 
goes a long way in ensuring that we can provide as special a Christmas as possible for the families we are 
supporting during the festive period.   
As you know Lighthouse is a local, independent charity and in the current situation it is a huge challenge 
to ensure we are there to provide the support that is so desperately needed. Support from local 
businesses, community groups and individuals, is really important to enable Lighthouse to sustain and 
develop our services not just now but going forward.   
Domestic abuse remains a significant challenge in our communities across Suffolk and we work with 
women, young people 
and children who have 
the most devastating 
experiences of abuse and 
violence. As I am sure you 
have seen; there have 
been numerous news 
articles about the 
escalation of domestic 
abuse during this 
lockdown.  Lighthouse 
continues to provide safe 
emergency housing in 
our refuge, access to 
advice and support over 
the phone, as well as via 
email and Facebook 
Messenger. Our 
therapeutic courses have 
gone online where 
appropriate and we are 
continuing to develop 
new ways of working to 
ensure support can be 
provided.   
Thank you again for your 
support of our 
organisation, we take 
great pride in our mission 
and accomplishments, 
and with your help we 
can continue to support 
those in need.” 
Yours sincerely   
Deborah 
Johnson, Fundraising and 
Training Administrator. 
Lighthouse  
To view Lighthouse’s 
newsletter use this link 
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We have been sent this short 
video (4 minutes) to say thank 
you to Year 9 students and 
families from The Pink Orange 
Charity for the fabulous 
donation of £553 this 
Christmas.  They also wrote a 
thank you message too. 
“On behalf of Access 
Community Trust and 
specifically our PINK Orange 
service, we would like to thank 
ALL of the amazing team, 
students and parents of 
Farlingaye High for donating 
valuable funds to this cause. 
Our PINK Orange ingredient 
kits service was established to 
fight back against Food Poverty 
and Holiday Hunger for local 
families that have found 
themselves struggling with 
essential food provision 
through no fault of their own in 
these challenging times. 
Over the seven week summer 
school holiday PINK Orange 
helped 5206 households and 
with your support are set to 
deliver our kits to 3000 more 
families in Suffolk this 
Christmas, including many in 
Woodbridge and its 
surrounding villages. 
Once again, we think you are 
all STARS – thank you for your 
support” PINK Orange 
Anna and the team J  
hello@pinkorange.co.uk  
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Save the Children sent us the thank you message below for the 
donation of £526.50. Well done Year 11. 

East and West Villa - Yr 10 Charity 
The charity that looks after the homeless, including family groups, were 
extremely grateful to Farlingaye and their kind donation. They also were 
very grateful for the handmade Christmas cards which the students had 
made too.     
Farlingaye annually supports this charity with donations of large 
hampers, but the charity were very grateful this year for the generous 
financial donation, which was more practical in a very tough year.  

http://www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk/News/Thank-you-from-the-Pink-Orange-project/
http://www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk/News/Thank-you-from-the-Pink-Orange-project/


Suffolk Refugee Support wanted to thank Year 12 for their donation 
of £384.  We received a mention on page 4 of their newsletter, which 
can be viewed here. 
Here is a link to a video about about the success story of one refugee 
who did so well he was offered a scholarship at Ipswich School 
https://vimeo.com/465934109 
Tekle comes from Eritrea; he arrived in the UK on his own as a 15-
year-old after a journey he describes as "arduous, difficult to tell and 
beyond everyone's imagination". His English was limited at first, but 
he has attended Suffolk Refugee Support's Homework Club and 
Conversation Group every week and worked incredibly hard. He did 
an intensive one-year GCSE course at Northgate High School and 
achieved great grades, as a result of which he was offered a 
scholarship at Ipswich School, where today he is studying A-Levels in Maths, Chemistry and Physics. 
Teachers at the school have been impressed by his "thirst for knowledge and motivation" and his "kind 
and generous manner".  
Mr Simmonds, Fundraising and Communications Officer at Suffolk Refugee Support offered to visit Sixth 
Formers in the future to offer discussion groups and undertanding of why youngsters feel compelled to 
leave their country of birth and become refugees.   He also thanked all students and families who donated 
to Suffolk Refugee Support and for the donation of handmade Christmas Cards. He said, "Thanks again to 
you and all the students for your generosity!" 

 
 

“To the staff and students, 
Thank you so much for the wonderful Christmas cards that you 
have taken the time to create and write. The messages that you 
have written are so touching and I know they will mean a lot to 
our guests. 
Thank you also for the pictures which we will use to decorate our 
walls and they will help make the shelter feel more homely. 
I hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and thank you again 
for thinking of our guests at this time.” 
Kind Regards 
Clare – Night Shelter Co-ordinator 
Clare Jessup 
Ipswich Winter Night Shelter Coordinator 
 
We also sent them some laminated pictures of the Suffolk 
Landscape from the recent Art Environment project and enclosed 
some blu tac for the walls to put the pictures up - 'this was so 
thoughtful I wanted to cry,' Clare Jessup said, when she called up 
to say thank you. She wanted to thank Farlingaye students, 
families and staff.  
They were bowled over by the large amount of money raised too and very thankful to all. 
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https://suffolkrefugee.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/SRS-Annual-Report-2020.pdf
https://vimeo.com/465934109


Spanish A level Online Lecture  
In the evening of Friday 11th of December, our dedicated year 13 Spanish class attended a live lecture 
on the A level text Bodas de Sangre (Blood Wedding).   
Dr Pablo López Carballo, associate professor of Spanish literature at the Universidad Complutense in 
Madrid delivered an engaging talk on the main characters in the play by Federico García Lorca. Our 
students had the opportunity to ask questions in the target language, which they did confidently and 
fluently.  
The event was part of a 
series of webinars 
organised by Radley 
College to support the 
learning of A level 
students of Spanish 
during the current 
pandemic. The webinar, 
as well as others in the 
series, can we viewed 
here in full: https://
www.webinarioilch.com/
post/los-personajes-de-la
-obra-bodas-de-sangre   
Mrs Green, Teacher of 
MFL  

Laptops Crisis Appeal 
An appeal was launched on January 15th by a group of parents from local schools led by Adam 
Thomas.  The aim was to give all pupils in local schools access to a used or new laptop. In a Facebook 
appeal they asked for donations of money or used devices and a Just giving page was launched.   
The group contacted local primary schools to find out how many devices may be required.   
In only a week, on 22nd January the group achieved the targets it set out at the start and they were able 
to supply 139 laptops to 12 schools.  
Money raised:  
Just giving           £5,333.00  
Councillors           £3,036.33  
Charities:Woodbridge Rotary Club and the Rotary Club of Woodbridge Deben & The Mrs LD Rope Third 
Charitable Settlement & The Ufford Community Hall.   £10,993.20  
 
Total money raised         £19,362.53  
Used laptops donated         41  
Total Laptops supplied         139  
There were 12 local schools that benefited from this appeal: Farlingaye High School, Bawdsey CEVCP, 
Eyke CEVCP, Grundisburgh CP, Kyson CP, Melton CP, Orford CEVAP, Rendlesham CP, Sandlings CP, 
Soham CP, St Mary’s CEVCP and Wickham Market CP.  
On 1st February  Adnams Community Trust awarded Farlingaye £1,223.50 to fund an extra 6 laptops.   
This was a fabulous achievement in such a short time to support students’ learning. We send a huge 
thank you to everyone involved from all at Farlingaye High School.   

Email us on forum@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

https://www.webinarioilch.com/post/los-personajes-de-la-obra-bodas-de-sangre
https://www.webinarioilch.com/post/los-personajes-de-la-obra-bodas-de-sangre
https://www.webinarioilch.com/post/los-personajes-de-la-obra-bodas-de-sangre
https://www.webinarioilch.com/post/los-personajes-de-la-obra-bodas-de-sangre


Follow us on twitter@farlingayehigh 

Soundcloud  
We are currently using SchoolCloud for 
our virtual parents' evenings.    
You will be notified via email when 
Parents' Evening for your child's year 
group is coming up and told when 
booking opens.   
If you wish to watch this instructional video and familiarise yourself with SchoolCloud in advance, please 
click on this link https://vimeo.com/473882995   
We look forward to meeting families virtually to discuss student progress.   
Dates for your calendar,   
Year 12 Virtual Parents' and Guardians' Evening - Wednesday 24th February 2021  
Year 10 Virtual Parents' and Guardians' Evening - Wednesday 17th March 2021  

Parents Evening  
We had another successful parents evening last month for Year 9. This is an important time for them as 
they are preparing to make their GCSE choices. There were over 1500 virtual meetings with many 
parents telling us that they would like to continue with this system even when we can be back in school. 
We will look at this for future parents evenings. We do have two further parents evenings coming up for 
Years 10 and 12. Thank you for your support during these unusual times.  

Italian after school club 
Ms Cesarano is running an afterschool club for Year 7s to learn Italian. It meets on Wednesdays from 
3.15 to 3.45 (term-time). 
The first two themes were:  
Week one: Learn how to introduce yourself and how to pronounce letters in Italian (with a focus on 
pizza)  
Week two: 'Would you eat an ice cream sandwich for breakfast?' 
If you are in Year 7 and would like to join in, please contact Ms Cesarano to find out more. 
Gcesarano@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

On Site Covid Testing 
You may have seen in the news about schools having to introduce covid testing.  Here at Farlingaye 
we’ve successfully rolled out Lateral Flow Testing for both students and staff turning our Dance Studio 
into our very own testing venue.  
The staff have been fantastic – all completing the training and balancing the demands of being part of 
our ace Covid-testing team alongside their normal roles with great aplomb.   
The tests themselves take less than a minute, and are quick to administer.  Results come through in 30 
minutes and so far we’ve carried out in excess of 1000 tests.  
Peter Smith 
Deputy Headteacher  

https://vimeo.com/473882995
mailto:Gcesarano@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk
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Equipment for Teaching and Learning  
Thank you very much to all those involved in the FHSF, particularly for the recent auction. This has enabled us 
to purchase additional equipment which will help keep our online lessons more dynamic and interesting and 
also help to give good and speedy feedback to students. 
We purchased 20 graphics tablets. These allow teachers to write directly onto the screen either during a 
lesson or when marking students’ work. Click this link for a short demonstration. 
We have also ordered 10 visualisers – these also help teachers to share and present work more effectively 
when on line.  See link. 
This equipment will continue to be used to support learning when we are all back in school as well. Thank 
you again.  

Year 9 Bar Mock Trial 
The Year 9 Bar Mock Trial team has been positively engaged in the weekly virtual meetings to practise before 
taking part in a competition later in the year. 
The team will compete against another school to prosecute and defend a case. The Bar Mock Trials are an 
excellent opportunity for students to think critically, build arguments, boost confidence and learn how to 
work in a team. 
“The reason why I wanted to get involved was because it was something different and something which 
looked like an exciting and promising chance and challenge,” said Joshua Dolan in Year 9. “I love being 
involved in an online team because we interact with each other and it's nice to talk with people as we are in 
lockdown. From the mock trial I get an increased understanding of law and it is something different I have 
never done before. I really enjoy the one hour meeting every Wednesday after home schooling.” 

KI erklärt / AI explained - German Workshops 
During the first week of February, a group of Year 9 students of German, participated in a series of online 
workshops on Artificial Intelligence, organised by Imaginary, a German organisation promoting Mathematics 
education. The workshops ran for a total of eight hours across four evenings. The students' level of 
commitment was impressive, as they attended these workshops after a long day of online learning!  
The sessions were run in German and English by Oliver Schön, PhD student of Mathematics and Dr Carina 
Geldhauser, a lecturer at Lund University. The students were given an introduction to key practical and 
ethical issues related to AI. The students also had the opportunity to participate in a range of interactive 
activities and experiments.  
The students persevered through challenges and participated actively via the online chat. Herr Schön and Dr 
Geldhauser were impressed by the quality of the questions asked by our students. Here are some sound 
bites from the participants: “That was very fun, I'm 
sad it didn't last longer!” “I enjoyed ‘training’ a 
neural network to recognise drawings.” “It was 
interesting to learn what computers are capable of 
and could be capable of in the future and how AI 
works.... plus it was good to be challenged on my 
German”. Would you like to help train a neural 
network? Use this link: 
https://quickdraw.withgoogle.com/  
The online workshops were kindly funded by PASCH, 
a global network set up by the German foreign office 
to support the teaching and learning of German.  
Mrs Green, Teacher of MFL  

https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/tmor03_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/EVF49JQ78eBHs566u11Lt8oBxvMiep_uSPdT2-8vHeZGmg?e=7L6rcN
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/tmor03_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Ed3TISrTnrhChoDaaBlSXpUBWelY__zuAfueb7XhiQ4Iaw?e=0BEPh5
https://quickdraw.withgoogle.com/
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EAST SCITT Primary and Secondary Teacher Training  
Since recruitment opened in October of last year, we are delighted with the high numbers of applicants to 
our new teacher training programmes for Primary and Secondary teaching. To date, we have recruited 29 
excellent trainees; 20 Secondary, many of whom are in priority subjects, and 9 Primary which means hitting a 
target of having 30 trainees in our first year as EAST SCITT is well within our reach. 
We have recently hosted our first Partnership meeting and we had representation from over 20 good and 
outstanding local schools who are excited to be working with us to support the next generation of teachers 
on their training journey. 
Plans for the training programme are afoot and there are plenty of opportunities coming up for staff in our 
community to get involved in the delivery of the training.  
If you are thinking about a career in teaching or know someone who is, why not come to our online Thinking 
of Teaching event? The next event is Tuesday 2nd March at 5pm. You can book a place via our website at 
www.eastscitt.co.uk or by contacting Jenny Ellis on 07709 138257 or info@eastscitt.co.uk. In the meantime, 
if you have any questions about teacher training, please get in touch; I’m happy to help. 
Kerensa Carrick 
SCITT Director 
kerensacarrick@eastscitt.co.uk 

New EAST school to open  
The East Anglian Schools’ Trust (EAST) is 
pleased to announce that they will be opening 
a fourth school in the Multi Academy Trust, 
alongside Kesgrave, Farlingaye and Bungay 
High Schools.  
The school, which will open in September, will 
be at the former Bungay Middle School site 
and will be called Castle EAST School.  
It will take approximately 80 students, aged 
from 9 to 16, with Special Educational Needs 
and Disabilities (SEND), specialising in needs around communication and interaction.  
Work to revamp the old middle school site began in January and key staff recruitment is underway.  
The school is one of a number in the pipeline to address the high demand for SEND places in the county.  
Louise Franks, chairman of the EAST board, said “EAST was established to meet the needs of local children, to 
develop a passion for learning and build resilient, confident learners.  
“We feel privileged to have been chosen to sponsor the new communication and interaction school.  
We recognise that with this honour comes a huge responsibility and are delighted to be able to create this 
much needed resource, helping our local authority partners to offer learners access to an education suited to 
their needs.”  
Angelo Goduti, Chief Executive of the Trust, said, “This is an absolutely crucial development for supporting 
individuals with significant communication and interaction needs in Suffolk.  
It provides the much-needed specialist support to children who may have struggled in the past to access it 
and is a genuinely inclusive offer for students who may be experiencing very difficult circumstances.  
Castle EAST School is extremely exciting for the educational landscape in the region and will make such a 
significant impact on the life chances of children in Suffolk.”  
Suffolk County Council cabinet member for education, Mary Evans, said: "We are looking forward to working 
with EAST to develop this new school which is an exciting and important element in Suffolk's programme to 
transform SEND provision in Suffolk.  
The new school will complement new specialist units being developed across the county and will mean that, 
for the first time, children with communication and interaction needs in north Suffolk will have bespoke 
provision available to them in their local community."  

http://www.eastscitt.co.uk
mailto:info@eastscitt.co.uk
mailto:kerensacarrick@eastscitt.co.uk


Chemistry Olympiad  
On Friday 22nd January, the following students took part in Round One of the Chemistry Olympiad: Fay 
Allen, Saskia Benton, Devante Chishaya, Poppy Sidhu, Albie Willett, Jack Nelson-Tunks, Tilly Hobbin-
Cooke, Bethan Fields, Georgia Crabtree, Lily Thompson, Ewan Green, Sam Burkitt, Peter Ling, Hazel 
Whittle, Sophie Benton, Amelie Magotte, Max Dunthorne, Deema Al-Naimi.  
The Olympiad is organised by The Royal Society of Chemistry and is open to all secondary schools and 
colleges in the British Isles. It is aimed at students in the last year of study before Higher Education.  
Round One was a written test designed to test students’ Chemistry knowledge using real-world 
problems. This stage stimulates a lot of debate and conversation around what Chemistry is all about. 
It’s a great opportunity for students to develop and showcase some of the skills they’ll need at 
University and beyond.  
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Nature notes 
Delivering live lessons from my study at home poses a few challenges. Will my computer be playing 
ball? How thunderously loud will my two daughters – aged six and three – be as my wife home-schools 
them? How many layers should I wear in the tundra-like conditions on the ground floor of our house? 
Despite such uncertainties, there are some perks. Notably, just outside my study window, freshly 
installed for the latest lockdown, are four bird feeders. Over recent weeks, they have attracted a flurry 
of feathered visitors and have provided rich entertainment for our family. 
To date, we have recorded 10 species: Blue Tit, Great Tit, Coal Tit, Long-tailed Tit, Dunnock, Robin, 
Blackbird, Woodpigeon, House Sparrow and Starling. The latter two species are of high conservation 
concern following rapid declines in their numbers over recent decades. Both arrive in gangs but have 
very different temperaments. House Sparrows chirp amiably (or at least mostly amiably) to each other 
throughout the day. They are real home-birds – it took them upwards of a week to move just 10 metres 
along our terrace to find our bird feeders! Now, however, they enjoy breakfast, lunch and dinner 
perched together on our mixed seed feeder, and especially enjoy the larger grains provided therein. 
If House Sparrows were a musical genre, they would be country or easy listening. Starlings, on the 
other hand would be punk or heavy metal. Mobs of them swarm onto our fat-feeders, with each band 
member jostling for position before scoffing with wild delight. They whistle, bubble and chatter as they 
chomp. Indeed, such is the voracity of their appetite that we’ve had to introduce some rationing. One 
cannot spend more money on feeding one’s garden birds than on feeding one’s own children – right? 
Despite their apparent gluttony, Starlings are welcome guests here. Their dazzling plumage, which is 
almost identical in males and females, sparkles in the soft winter light. As spring approaches, their 
appearance becomes even more exotic as they seek to attract a mate. Listen out for male Starlings 
singing from tree and rooftops over the 
next few months. The more complex 
their song, the more likely they are to 
find a nesting partner, research has 
shown. You can help both House 
Sparrows and Starlings by providing 
them cavities in which to nest – look for 
suitable nest boxes online. 
Dr Harrison (coordinator of Farlingaye’s 
‘Green Council’) 
Have you seen any exciting wildlife 
during lockdown? Let Dr Harrison know 
by email: 
tharrison@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk  

mailto:tharrison@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk
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Taskmaster—Spectacular Cakes 
Parents of Year 7 students will be aware that I set them regular Taskmaster tasks that I then judge and give 
prizes to the best entrants (the less said about the Create a Portrait of Mr Macdonald task the better).  
The one that has just finished is 'Bake an Impressive Cake - best looking cake wins'. The standard was so 
high that I had to have help with selecting the winners. They all looked delicious and were cleverly 
decorated but the following five were outright winners. 
Mr MacDonald, Year 7 Co-ordinator 

Amber Williams 

Annabel Potter 

Kai Woods 

May Middleditch Ruby Lubbock 
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