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“The goal of resilience is to thrive.” (Jamais Cascio)  

Head’s Message 
 
As many of you will be fully 
aware, we are currently in the 
midst of the first summer 
public exam season since 2019. 
It is fair to say that schools all 
over the country have been 
preparing for this challenge 
with some trepidation. There 
has much speculation about 
how students would cope with 
the requirements of a full 
programme of exams, having 
missed so much school over the 
past two years or so, and 
having had only limited access to practice exams. There has also been 
concern about how students would respond to the psychological and 
emotional demands of the situation, having perhaps been affected by 
the difficulties of the recent past. Therefore, it has been with much 
relief that we have noted the response of our Y11 and Y13 students to 
the exams that they have sat so far. There has certainly been some 
stress and some anxiety, but the students have controlled these 
responses, prepared well, and adopted positive attitudes. This speaks to 
their resilience, to the support they have received from their families 
and friends, and to the work done by staff to help them to feel that they 
are ready for anything this summer can throw at them. Whatever the 
final outcomes, I would like to congratulate them on meeting the 
challenges they have faced, and to thank all those who have helped 
them. 
Of course, life at Farlingaye is about very much more than exams. The 
pages of this Forum show only some of the many wonderful things 
students have been involved in over the past two months. However, 
they do clearly show how powerful positive engagement has helped 
students to excel, and perhaps indicates how the resilience our Y11s 
and Y13s are currently demonstrating is created at Farlingaye – by doing 
challenging things, because they matter, and because they are fun. 
I hope that you all have a great half-term break. 

Upcoming Events 
 

Mon 6 June 
Return to School 

 

Thurs 9 June 
Year 12 Health 7 Social Care 

Careers Event 
 

Tues 14 June 
UCAS convention Year 12 

 

Wed 15 June 
Music Tour Parents meeting 

 

Thur 16 June 
GCSE Art Exhibition Open 

Evening 
 

Fri 17 June 
Year 9 Battlefields Trip departs 

 

Mon 20 June 
A level Art Exhibition Open 

Evening 
Minifest 

 

Wed 22 June 
Year 9 Battlefields Trip returns 

 

Thur 23 June 
Year 10 Careers mini-

conference 
 

Mon 27 June 
Year 10 History Trip Norwich 

 

Tues 28 June 
Families Forum @ 6.15pm 

 

Thur 30 June 
Year 11 Prom 
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Beauty and the Beast 
After two years, we were finally able to put on a school production. 
The Upper School (Years 10 – 13) performed “Beauty and the Beast”, and it was a spectacular show to come 
back with. For the special occasion, it was held at Seckford Theatre, which provided a great setting for the 
occasion. The students worked extremely hard rehearsing for months before the run. 
To allow as many students as possible to perform in the main roles the characters were double cast. 
Due to needing to keep the costs down and to have as small an environmental impact as possible, the majority 
of the costumes were upcycled from previous productions, donated materials or charity shop finds. The Deben 
Players lent us the scenery, some of the props and some costume items. The hard work of making the rest of 
the costumes fell on Tiffany Fraser Steele, a parent, and Helene Shaw, a member of staff. They were kindly 
assisted by a small group of staff/parent volunteers. Ms Fraser Steele’s Lumiere, Mrs Potts, Chip, Cogsworth 
and Wardrobe costumes were outstanding and worthy of the West End stage.  
The stunning props were made by members of the Art and the Technology Departments.  
The music was provided by our wonderful student band, who had been rehearsing for months. 
Backstage was skilfully manned by students to aid the smooth running of the production. 
Students were surprised by a good luck message from the London Cast of “Beauty and the Beast”, introduced 
by Gavin Lee, Lumiere, who used to come to Farlingaye High School. The comradery and atmosphere backstage 
was wonderful to see, with the students helping and supporting each other.  The production could not have 
taken place without the hardwork of Mr Picton, Producer, Mrs Phillips and Ms Martino, Music, Mrs Parks, 
Director, Miss Ring, Choreographer and Miss Wellfare, Stage Manager.  
Thank you to all of you who supported this production by coming to see it. 
From Mrs Parks, the Director: “The level of professionalism, dedication and talent from these young people 
was like nothing I have ever seen in my whole teaching career. And the double cast only strengthened the 
community feel of the students as they stepped in and supported each other if anyone was absent or 
isolating.” 
From Ms Martino, the Music Director: “Our musicians were committed and determined to get the music 
polished and ready and it was a real pleasure to work with the band. The music was really challenging, 
beautifully orchestrated and rehearsals were focused with real attention to detail. Our younger musicians were 
supported by Sixth Form musicians, they all rose to the challenge, especially given that for some of the Year 10 
and 11 students, their last performance was in the Lower School band three years ago. This show has been a 
real testimony to the importance of relationships between staff and students when working closely on a 
project.” 
From Miss Ring, the Choreographer: “As my first time in charge of choreography for the Upper School 
Production, I was blown away by the talent and commitment of all students involved. It was fabulous to see 
everyone coming together and seeing the cast being incredibly supportive of one another. Whether they had a 
passion for dance or this was the first time they had combined a grapevine with a box step, they all made me 
incredibly proud.” 
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Music Round Up 
So, Beauty and the Beast has been and gone, but not forgotten! I am sure that many of us continue to hum 
the tunes and remember some of the infamous lines. It was just such a fabulous achievement and 
recognition of what can be achieved in collaboration from the band, the cast and the techies through to the 
costumes (utterly magnificent in my humble opinion!) and staging and set. Teens showing hard work, team 
work and absolute passion within their different disciplines as part of the company, they took responsibility 
and stepped up. The score for the show is beautifully written and incredibly challenging but I had every 
faith in the band during each performance, their attention to detail and concentration so important due to 
the length of time they were playing for each show. They were a pleasure to work with. Our thanks go to 
Katie Bicknell for joining us in the ranks playing the flute and piccolo, such professional and incredible 
playing. We wish her well as she is stepping in for Beauty and the Beast in the West End this summer. 
So, looking forward we are preparing for our 'Minifest'. Prepare your picnic blankets and camping chairs, oh 
and pray for clement weather! The music is being rehearsed, the pizzas being ordered and the charities and 
well-being concerns invited. It would be lovely to see families enjoying the evening and taking the 
opportunity to chat to the charities and concerns in attendance. The 'Art Exhibition' will also be on the 
same evening so why not go and have a look at the amazing Year 13 student work on display in the sixth 
form centre. A chance for the community to come together after such a long time, also a chance for the 
parents of our younger years to come and see what we do in school. Despite what the students tell you, 
the older generation is very welcome too. I know that a local care home has asked to bring a few residents 
too so age is no limitation! 
The music tour to Italy is now in the final stages of preparation and to be honest it feels really exciting to be 
doing this again after 4 years. We are busy preparing repertoire to play to audiences in Italy and finalising 
an itinerary that keep the students busy from dawn till beyond dusk! The summer concert is on Monday 
11th July and all the students involved in groups will be performing on this occasion. More details to follow. 
We have also committed to some charity events this term and students are preparing to perform at nursing 
home jubilee events and also a garden party for EACH (Children's hospice).  
The commitment of the students has been amazing this year, maybe more poignant and important as we re
-establish our work in Music. I admire the commitment and brilliance of the teens that we work with, but 
those who support them and ensure they are where they should be deserve a special mention. 
Thanks for the continued support. 
Ms Martino 
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The Big Hoot 
Our brilliant Charity committee has raised £3200 for St Elizabeth Hospice’s The Little Hoot appeal. The 
Hospice is putting on an Art Trail of Owls in Ipswich this summer, running from June 19 to September 3  
2022. The big owls are sponsored by local businesses and the little ones by local schools and groups. Our 
students contributed individually patterned feathers and it is great to see so many fantastic different 
designs on our little owl. Our Owl will be on display at the Suffolk Show. 



www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

Horse Show Success 
Leona Glockling, Year 10, had a very successful showing at Woodbridge Horse Show this year. It was held 
at Trinity Park on May 2nd. 
She showed Coxwell Rose and they came 1st in Class, Reserve Champion, 2nd in Young Handlers and 2nd in 
Best Feet. 
Well done Leona. 

 



Attention all parents 
Please check all medication held at school is in date.  
 
Please ensure ALL UNIFORM is named and send all students in with a water bottle to school. 
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Trouble’s a brewin’ 
Three of our students performed in the West End this month. 
Isabell Pilsworth, 7S, Leah Williams, 9Y, and Erin Clark, 12F 
attend the Pauline Quirke Academy in Ipswich. They were 
finally able to perform a show they had prepared a while ago, 
which was postponed due to lockdown. They performed the 
musical comedy “Trouble’s a Brewin’” to a full house at the 
Shaftesbury Theatre on Saturday May 8th. This was so well 
performed they could have been professional. 
What a fantastic experience. 

Postcards of Praise 
Congratulations to all the students who have received postcards of praise over the last two months.   
In March, teachers across the school sent out 1198 postcards to celebrate excellent work and effort.   
In April, before the Easter holidays, 471 postcards went home.   
Since the academic year started in September, with the exception of February and April holiday months, 
over 1000 postcards have been sent out EVERY MONTH.   
This is a fantastic achievement and a testament to the hard work of our students. 



Please Welcome The Addams Family to Farlingaye! 
After an impressive run of auditions we have 
been excited to start rehearsals for the 
lower school production of ‘The Addams 
Family’. We were so disappointed not to be 
able to accept every one of the huge 
numbers of students who tried out into the 
cast and want to say a huge well done to 
each and every student who sang, acted and 
danced for us.  
The spooktacular show will be taking place 
in the New Hall 4-6th July – we can’t wait! 
Ms Lansdowne, Miss Ring & Mr Picton 

Creating a Wild Flower Plot 
Students in Y8 and Y11 gathered this morning, 19th May, to scatter wild flower seeds onto a prepared plot of 
land on the Humanities field. The idea is to create an insect rich habitat for the small birds that nest around 
the school site and to further engage the students and school community with the environment. The pollen 
and nectar produced by flowers will attract insects and in turn offer foraging for the birds to feed their 
young. Many thanks go to former student James Edmundson for giving his time to come and prepare the plot 
with his tractor and power harrow and to Kings Conservation Crops for kindly donating the seed. With some 
rain and fine weather we hope that in the coming months and years we will all be able to enjoy the colourful 
display. Some of species included in the mix are oxe-eye daisy, black knapweed, birdsfoot trefoil, lady’s bed 
straw and sainfoin. We will keep you posted with how this amazing environmental project develops.   
Mr Steed  



Book Mastermind 
The final of the Suffolk Schools’ Library Service Book Mastermind Competition was held in Stratford St 
Andrew on Friday 4th May.  
Our winner, Saul Clark 
attended the final with his 
supporter William Struthers 
and Mrs Mason.  
Students were asked 
questions on their chosen 
book and went on to answer 
general knowledge 
questions.  
After the competition, 
special guest authors 
Francesca Armour-Chelu and 
William Hussey spoke for an 
hour and they were very 
funny and interesting. Saul 
participated in the gothic 
masterclass and a recreated 
Witch trial.  
All students had a chance to 
meet with the guests to 
have books signed.  
 

Author Visit 
On Friday May 20th the 
library hosted an author talk 
with Philip Martin.  
Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 enjoyed 
listening to Philip speaking 
about his book “From 
Orphan to High Flyer”  
Phillip spoke about his 
incredible relationship with 
former Flight Lieutenant 
Denis Elliott. Students had 
the chance to ask Philip 
questions about Denis’s long 
serving career in the RAF 
and Philip talked about their 
strong friendship and Denis’s 
amazing journey from 
orphanage to serving in the 
RAF.  
The library staff and 
students would like to thank 
Philip for his talk, the 
students thoroughly enjoyed 
it.  



“You’re a poet and you don’t even know it!” 
Students in Key Stage 3 recently entered a poetry competition that had them writing creatively around the 
topic of being empowered. The English department were blown away by the talents and originality of our 
students as we had a range of styles, themes and emotions explored.  
This was a marvelous opportunity for our students to express themselves and each and every one of them 
should be proud of their creativity and maturity. We are thrilled to announce that we had 27 entries win the 
first round! This means all 27 students are becoming published poets and their work will be released in a 
nation-wide anthology in the summer. Excitingly, this also means the students are through to the final 
round for a chance to win £100 for themselves alongside resources for the school. We are keeping our 
fingers crossed for more poetic victories in the next round. 
Well done to every student in Years 7, 8 and 9 who now have their names immortalised in a fantastic 
anthology of empowerment! 



German pancake soup and Austrian fluffy pancakes  
For this year’s pancake day, a group of students of German in years 8 and 9 gathered at lunchtime for a 
cookery demonstration of some culinary specialities from Germany and Austria: Flädlesuppe (pancake soup) 
and Kaiserschmarrn (fluffy pancakes). Students thought that both were delicious, even the pancake soup 
(contrary to expectations!)  
In the summer term, the German food-tasting 
will continue with German summer drinks and 
spaghetti ice cream. An invite will be emailed to 
all students a week prior to the sessions.  
Use this recipe to recreate the Austrian fluffy 
pancakes at home.  
Ingredients  
• 4 eggs, yolks and whites separated  
• 125ml milk  
• 100g caster sugar  
• 1 pinch of salt  
• 125g plain flour (sieved)  
• 1 tablespoon butter  
• 2 tablespoons of icing sugar  
Beat the egg whites until soft peaks form. Beat the egg yolks in a separate bowl until smooth; mix in the 
milk, sugar, salt and flour. Carefully fold in the egg whites. Melt the butter in a large frying pan over medium 
heat. Pour the batter into the pan and cook until golden brown (watch the pan and turn the heat right down 
– the dough can burn VERY easily); turn over the pancake and cook until set on the other side, about 1 
minute. Tear the Kaiserschmarrn into pieces using two forks and continue cooking until golden brown, 
about 2 minutes. Sprinkle with icing sugar to garnish.  
 

German Assistants at Farlingaye High School    
Thanks to Farlingaye’s link with the University of Münster in Germany we are fortunate to work with 
German trainee teachers every year. Fionn and Markus completed their internship with the Languages 
Department between January and April 2022. Here is an account of their experience.   
At the beginning of our three-month internship, we asked ourselves what kind of impact we could make 
during our stay at Farlingaye High School. Settling into school life in the UK, the answer to this question 
became more and more apparent to us. We realised that there are many different ways in which we could 
make contributions to teaching and learning.   
The job of a German assistant at Farlingaye High School is very versatile and exciting. The work consists of 
assisting in class by supporting students with their learning, conducting lessons and small group teaching. 
There are also one to one lessons with students in year 11 and the Sixth Form in order to support them 
individually as they prepare for their exams. Accompanying the students’ learning process and working with 
them individually towards their goals was a real pleasure and a great experience for us.   
One of the key aspects of language acquisition is authenticity. For students to get the idea why languages 
are important and useful is significant for the process of learning. We feel that being in contact with native 
German speakers is motivating, allows students to apply their language skills, and also gives them the 
chance to interact interculturally.    
In conclusion, this internship was incredibly enriching. Having the opportunity to learn about the British 
culture, school life in the UK and interacting with students and staff was a great experience for us which we 
will never forget!  
   



Shakespeare Trip 
In March, we took a group of Year 12 and Year 13 English Literature students to London for a jam-packed 
day of Shakespeare-related activities to complement our study of Hamlet. 
We were greeted outside the Globe theatre by our friendly tour guide, Simon, who began with some 
historical context to theatre in the 16th and 17th centuries.  He showed the students the exterior of the 
theatre and discussed its position on the outskirts of the city. 
On entering the Globe, students were awed by the beauty of the building. With Simon, they discussed the 
practicalities and realities of staging a play in a Jacobean theatre, and considered the effect of 
Shakespeare’s language on his audience. 
After this, Simon led the group to a studio for a drama workshop. This focused in even more detail on 
Shakespeare’s language and meter, looking at the differences between blank verse and prose. 
The students then had some time to enjoy the local area and find some dinner, before meeting us to collect 
their tickets for the evening’s play: Hamlet, directed by Sean Holmes at the Sam Wannamaker Theatre (a 
reconstruction of an indoor Jacobean theatre). 
We would like to thank students for being a wonderful group to take on a trip. They really enjoyed the day, 
and were fully-engaged; they were assets to our school. 
Miss Kerridge and Miss Reed 
 

Hamlet – Review by Georgia Crabtree, Year 13 
The Sam Wannamaker production of Hamlet, directed by Sean Holmes, was a fascinating fusion of music, 
humour and audience participation.  
The production opened with a guitar instrumental and then with Ophelia singing. Music was used 
throughout as a motif for certain characters, particularly Gertrude and Claudius who are first introduced 
with a song. It was also used to add humour and moments of lightness such as at the reunion of 
Guildenstern, Rosencrantz and Hamlet, and in the penultimate scene with the Gravedigger.  
Symbolism was also prevalent in the staging, with an ornamental pond taking centre-stage. It came to 
symbolise death right from the start of the play, with the Ghost emerging from the water. Later, Ophelia’s 
death was foreshadowed with the drowning of her teddy by Hamlet, highlighting the pertinent point that 
her death is partially brought about by Hamlet’s treatment of her. In addition, Hamlet’s ‘To be or not to be’ 
soliloquy was spoken with him standing on the edge of the water; Gertrude’s poison was placed by the edge 
of the water; and finally, the majority of the characters stepped into the water at the end to symbolise their 
deaths.  
The use of the candles (which were the theatre’s lighting) being lit and un-lit enhanced tension, atmosphere 
and created an authentic Jacobean experience. The ghost scene was performed in full darkness which 
emphasised incredibly the tension and confusion which the scene depicts.  
Another interesting choice was the players’ scene. During the scene, a temporary stage was created over 
the pond, presumably for the players. However, Gertrude and Claudius were instead sat upon it. This 
pertinently conveyed Hamlet’s need to catch ‘the conscience of the king’ and also communicated perhaps 
the monarch’s vulnerability. As the stage was built over the pond (symbolic of death) it perhaps also 
foreshadowed their deaths. The use of Horatio using a Polaroid camera (to catch Claudius) also added a fun 
touch of the modern (along with some of the songs).  
The humour throughout the play was incredibly prominent. There was never really a fourth wall so the 
interaction between the audience and the cast was constant. This was distinct in the Gravedigger’s scene 
where the actor had a full discussion with the audience (again touches of modernity) and was a pleasant 
break from the play’s heaviness, although at times I felt that the play’s humour undermined the tragic 
narrative, turning it into more of a ‘tragic comedy’, rather than a revenge tragedy.  
Overall however, the play was shrewd, playful and completely brilliant. 



 



PE Summary 
It has been an extremely busy few months for staff and students in the PE faculty and students have really 
excelled in their achievements in a very wide range of activities. Below is a selection of highlights: 
Football 
The U18, U16, U15 and U14 boys’ teams all got to the County Cup quarter finals and all lost very close 
matches at that stage on penalties. 
The U13 mixed team reached the County Cup semi final and again lost on penalties. 
The U12 boys’ team did wonderfully well to reach the County Finals and came runners up in a very 
competitive match. 
The U12 girls’ team reached the County Cup semi finals. 
The U13 girls’ team are County Champions. 
Netball  
All year groups had a series of league matches and achieved some very impressive results. Local leagues are 
split in to A and B leagues and the following results are from the A league: 
U13 finished second in a very competitive league. 
U16 matched the U13 and also finished second. 
The U19 team were league winners. 
Rugby 
We have already shared some of the Rugby successes, but we also had a team compete in the National 
Rosslyn Park 7’s tournament this year for the first time and they did us proud! 
Indoor Rowing 
This event takes place annually and is open to schools and clubs across the country. Many of the 
competitors represent their rowing club and therefore the standard is exceptionally high and most age 
groups had well over 600 competitors. Below you will see the top finishers in each year group in this 
National event. 
Year 7  -  James Butcher – 31st, Isla Crisp – 31st  
Year 8 – Edie Clough - 7th , Eloise Atkin – 8th, Milly Atkin – 11th, Abi Savage – 26th  
Year 9 – Flo Davies – 34th, Bea Snowden – 38th  
Year 11 – Dom Magotte – 31st , Emma Quinton – 22nd 
Junior Girls’ Relay team – 5th 
Athletics 
The athletics season has started very successfully. The Year 10 team have already had their Ipswich and 
South Suffolk competition and both the boys’ and girls’ teams won. 
All four teams competed extremely well at the first round of the 
English Schools National Cup and we have all of them progressing to 
the Regional Finals; the only Suffolk school to have all 4 teams in the 
Regional Finals. 
Volleyball 
There is an Ipswich and South Suffolk tournament which we enter. 
Volleyball is a very popular club at school which is reflected in the 
results below: 
U18 boys – third place; U18 girls – first place; U15 girls – second 
place; U15 boys – third place; U13 girls – second place; U13 boys – 
first place. 
 
There is still lots of sport to come this term, including a whole school 
sports day where we hope all students will participate and enjoy it. 
We try to put PE updates on the PE Twitter account where we can 
and the address for this is @FarlingayePE 


