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“Life will bring you pain all by itself. Your 
responsibility is to create joy” Milton Erickson  

Head’s Message 
 
For the last, but certainly not the first, 
time this academic year, I was struck 
this week by the remarkable resilience 
of so many of our students and staff. 
During a week when we have been 
coping with the distress and 
complexities created by the recent 
national and local rises in COVID cases, 
they have nevertheless thrown 
themselves into a wide range of 
developmental and celebratory events. 
On Monday and Tuesday, all students 
were involved in a range of curriculum 
and personal-development activities 
provided by our Faculty teams and by a number of external visitors. Students 
responded with enthusiasm and gained a great deal from the two days. 
On Wednesday, they were also wonderful participants in a highly-successful 
Sports Day – probably one of our best-ever, due to the willingness of students to 
‘muck in’ and help each other, both as team-mates and supporters. 
Thursday brought trips and activities for every year group. Staff organising and 
running these trips and activities have been ‘running on empty’ for some time 
now, but found the energy for one last push. It was worth it: leaders of the 
activities, in-school and out, commented at the end of the day on how well the 
students had conducted themselves, and how much everyone enjoyed the day. 
Though today we were not able to have our Y9s in school, all other year groups 
had very positive celebratory presentations, outside in the sunshine, and we 
were able to tell them just how well they have coped with everything this year, 
and to highlight the lessons to take from it. 
We do not know what September will bring. However, this year – and perhaps 
particularly this week – has shown that we will cope with whatever comes, and 
that students will continue to succeed and thrive. Well done to all of them, and 
to our fantastic staff. 
I hope that you all have a great summer. 
Andy Sievewright 

Upcoming 
Events 

 

Fri 16th July 
End of Term 

 

Mon 6th 
September 

Years 7 and 12 return 
to school 

 

Tues 7th 
September 

Years 8, 9, 10, 11 and 
13 return to school 

 

Fri 10th 
September 

UCAS subject deadline 
early entrants 

School Photographs 
 

Fri 17th 
September 

Year 13 Biology trip to 
RSPB Minsmere 

 

Tues 21st 
September 

7pm FHSF Meeting 
 

Thurs 23rd 
September 

Years 11 and 12 
Landguard 

photography trip 
 

Thurs 30th 
September 

Years 13 and 13 Travel 
and Tourism Trip 
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TeenTech 
After what has been a very disruptive year for our normal Endeavour programme, I am delighted to say 
that some of our Year 8 students have been selected for this year’s TeenTech Awards virtual finals. The 
students have worked incredibly hard throughout various states of lockdown to persevere with their own 
project investigation. Having submitted the project, they have been chosen as finalists for 
the Health category alongside only three other groups from the UK. A huge well done to Rosie Moore-
Smith, Lily Jerrold & Honor O’Brien who will now present their Infection Detection project to the finalist 
panel and have been awarded Gold certificates in recognition of their endeavours.  
Mr Hawtin   

Farlingaye High School Foundation (FHSF)  
This is the official name for the school PTA. For as long as I can remember, and for some time before 
that, Farlingaye has had a strong and committed PTA. They have helped with school functions and 
shows and also run a huge variety of social and fund-raising events themselves. These have included 
formal Balls, Craft Fayres (recently developed as a Makers Market), Oompah Night, Bingo Night, Car Boot 
Sales and a very popular annual quiz night. Even during the pandemic, thanks to a small group of 
willing volunteers we were able to hold a Christmas Auction.  
However, like so many things the activities of the FHSF have been put on hold during the pandemic. We 
were able to hold a meeting on 22nd June, which had a good attendance considering I managed to 
choose a night when England were playing.  Thank you to those who came along and enjoyed some 
snacks and a glass of wine with us. During the meeting we asked for suggestions of possible future events. 
We had a range of ideas including a film night, parents music nights, ideas for sharing skills and a 
few suggestions around sharing and celebrating the range of nationalities and cultures represented in our 
school community. For example, could we host a food/cooking event?  
In order to move forward with any of these ideas, we need a group of people who can have an overview 
and from which we can draw on smaller groups to organise particular events. The FHSF committee 
consists of the Headteacher, a chair (myself, Mr Chris Moran), a treasurer (from the school finance 
team), a secretary and a group of parents who are willing to come along to help, support and organise 
events. We had a good number of willing people at the last meeting but there is always space for a few 
more. We especially need a new secretary from September. The secretary is a key role. They make notes 
from meetings and send out communications about meetings and events. Debbie Hambleton has been 
our secretary for a while now and her children have all left Farlingaye. If you feel that you could help in 
this area do contact me at cmoran@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk.  
Our first meeting of the new year is provisionally Tuesday, 21st September at 7pm in the school 
conference room. The meeting will be finished by 8pm so please come along and support the school, it is 
a great way to build good links between the school, families and the community.  



Drama Practical Performances 
After over a year without practical Drama work, theatres being closed and no audiences or exams, it was an 
absolute pleasure and treat to be able to watch the Year 11 and 13 practical performances in May this year. 
Despite only having half the time to prepare as normal, the students rose to the occasion and the Drama 
department were blown away by their commitment, professionalism and enthusiasm for their final ever 
performances. 
The range and styles in plays and performances showcased the different talents and skills the students have 
learnt throughout their time in Drama. We saw examples of Physical Theatre, Choral pieces, Tragedies, 
Comedies and some students even braved monologues and dialogues! 
The Drama department would like to praise all the Year 11 and 13 Drama students for their hard work and 
efforts in what has been a very unusual time; especially within Theatre and the Arts! And we wish them 
every luck in the future  
Mrs Parks 

Email us on forum@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 



Email us on forum@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

Bronze D of E 2021 
The 80 Year 10 students on the Bronze D of E qualifying expeditions battled 
quite differing weather conditions depending on which weekend they went 
out. 
The first cohort had a very warm weekend and needed to protect 
themselves from the sun and potential heatstroke. 
The second cohort had a cold wet weekend to contend with Wet socks and 
blisters made for some quite gruesome looking feet, but the students battled 
on. For some of the students this was their first experience of camping and 
they coped extremely well. 
They all displayed huge resilience against their differing weather conditions 
and challenges, and the second group had to endure diversions due to the 
rain and therefore had to cover more distance. 
Well done Year 10, you were amazing. 

Silver D of E 2021 
Silver D of E held its qualifying expedition on the weekend of the 26-28th June. This is an amazing opportunity 
for the students, and it sets them a real challenge. It isn’t simply a question of walking and orienteering, but 
more of teamwork, resilience, tolerance, dealing with fatigue and carrying a huge and heavy rucksack! Whilst the 
pandemic has meant many challenges when planning these events, it is testimony to Olly Cooper and Mr Shaw 
that this event could take place and the students could camp out.  
Students navigated their way from Laxfield to Ilketshall, from there to Hinton and then Hinton to Snape over 
three days. They navigated past wild horses, curious cows, churches and moats (so many churches and moats!), 
thatched cottages and overgrown footpaths covering the miles and hours needed to achieve the Silver award. 
They negotiated directions, set up camps, swatted mosquitos, and cooked food on trangias. A whole array of 
reconstituted food, pot noodles, breakfast in a bag or can meals, Ainsley Harriott specials, flavoured porridges 
and pasta meals was consumed.  
All of this occurred under the watchful eye of staff who were following them around the Suffolk countryside and 
tracking progress and meeting the students at points to check all was well. It is a very special moment when you 
see a set of backpacks appear around a corner or you hear chatting 
in the undergrowth as it means that they have been located, 
especially when you haven’t seen them for a while, and they have 
taken a detour! 
It really is quite an experience for the students, indeed staff too. I 
think importantly, as staff we all stepped back at some point over 
the expedition and commented on how tough the challenge was 
and how the students were rising to the challenge with grit and 
resilience. We have never seen blisters like it, especially two of the 
students (you know who you are, and I can’t unsee that!), we saw 
students who wanted to give up manage those feelings and stomp 
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off down the road in the correct direction(!), and one student, who really fought to keep going when she didn’t 
think she could, showed determination which was incredible.  
This is a huge achievement for all concerned and I hope the Year 11s involved bask in the glory they deserve 
before getting their skills and voluntary work sorted out, so they complete the award! 
Ms Martino 
 
'Silver D of E is an amazing opportunity which shouldn't be overlooked. Although it looks great on a CV, it is a 
real challenge, the chance to stretch yourself mentally and physically. The sense of achievement at the end of 
the three days outweighs the mental strain of the challenge. Thanks to all the staff but especially Mrs Foden and 
Mrs Laird who encouraged us throughout the expedition'. 
Anya Foreman 
'The Silver D of E expedition was a great way to experience the rural landscape and natural beauty of Suffolk. It 
really does challenge your perseverance, but you have to push through with determination. It gives you the 
chance to spend time with people in your year group and make new friends. You are working with like-minded 
people. Thanks for the opportunity!' 
Barney Steventon-Barnes 
 

Gold D of E 
After months of delay, uncertainty and cancellations, we successfully held the Gold DofE qualifying expedition in 
the Lake District. 
This year, we took eight Y13 and 15 Y12s on a six-day trip to Cumbria. 
After a long journey of eight hours by minibus, the groups settled into the base camp at Lanefoot Farm near 
Keswick. Everyone enjoyed (or so they told me) an evening meal of Chilli, cooked by Mr Shaw and some cake 
and custard to follow and an evening of recovering from the journey. 
We started the next day early with some of Mr Shaw's legendary porridge and the groups prepared for their 
acclimatisation day in the surrounding hills. We headed to Whinlatter Forest where the groups had a refresher 
in navigation and hill skills from the mountain leaders. After spending the day around the hills of Lords Seat and 
Barf, overlooking Bassenthwaite Lake, we headed to Keswick for some R&R and a fish and chip supper. 
We joined the nation in watching the England vs Italy match on 
Sunday night (never mind), rigging up our viewing through Mr 
Shaw's laptop and mobile data from Jack Nelson-Tunk's phone. 
The signal was patchy and kept cutting out at the most exciting 
moment, but we got most of the action. 
Next day the groups departed for their four-day expedition. The 
Y12 and 13s had different expeditions, taking in the popular 
Lakes high points of Cat Bells, High Raise, Easdale Tarn and 
Scandale Pass. There were many challenges along the way for 
all groups, some more than others, including one night of wild 
camping at Easdale Tarn, but everyone rose to the challenge 
and successfully completed at Patterdale at the end of day four. 
The achievement by the participants over the week is not to be 
underestimated and I have the utmost admiration for how 
everyone conducted themselves. 
The journey back to Suffolk was not without its stresses, due to 
traffic and roadworks, however we eventually made it back to 
school by 12:30am. 
Congratulations to everyone and thank you to all the staff 
involved: Ms King, Mr Smith-Howell and the mountain leaders 
from Go Explore Ltd. It was a privilege and a pleasure. 
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University of Cambridge ‘Why Not Languages @ A level?’ Virtual event for 
Year 10  
On Wednesday July 7th, we – a group of students in Year 10, studying French, German and Spanish - attended 
an online Modern Languages conference organised by the University of Cambridge.  The focus was on 
opportunities with Modern Languages post-A level. The morning was split up into an introduction (why study 
languages), an Italian taster session and a Q&A with some current students. We were able to ask questions, 
learn about life at Cambridge University and find out about different options for studying languages.  
First, we discussed why languages are fun and useful and came up with many reasons, such as: being able to 
interact with people from different countries and language skills being beneficial when applying for a job or 
university. We were surprised to find out that only 55% of websites are in English, only 3% of Japanese people 
can speak fluent English, only 5% of people in the world speak English, and 80% of people in the world can't 
speak any English at all!  
Thanks to the Italian taster session, we were able to learn numerous facts about Italian culture, for 
example:  foods, sports, and popular holiday destinations. Along with this, we were taught how to hold a basic 
conversation in Italian and we were introduced to new vocabulary.  
During the Q&A with students of Modern Languages at Cambridge, we learned how the University is 
structured and how the collegiate system helps students settle in and allows them to work together closely 
with their peers.  
On the MMLL Cambridge website, to which we were granted access as part of the event, there are a wide 
range of language taster resources to further our interest or to explore languages such as Arabic, Hebrew and 
Russian for the first time.https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/outreach-events-activities/why-not-languages-
resources-school-teachers-pupils   
In a nutshell: Eine Sprache zu lernen ist toll, nicht nur, weil Sprachen Spaß machen, sondern auch, weil sie sehr 
nützlich sind, um einen guten Job zu bekommen.   
Melissa Bone, Jean-Baptiste Bonniot, Madeleine Brown, Matilda Crookall, Rosa Crabtree, Connie Davies, Evie 
Excell, Charlie Felton, Daisy Hester, Sam Ngassa, Evelyn van Marle, Evelyn Whitmore, Harvey Zefi  

Year 8 German pen pal project  
To round off their first year of 
learning German, a group of Year 8 
students wrote letters to students at 
the Evangelische Gesamtschule in the 
town of Wittenberg in Germany, 
famous for its links with Martin 
Luther, key figure of the Reformation. 
Students wrote impressive texts in 
German, telling their pen pals about 
their hobbies and likes and dislikes. 
The students received postcards 
written in English by the German 
students, proving that although we 
cannot travel to Germany in person at 
the moment, we can still 
communicate with each other using 
our shared languages. 
 

https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/outreach-events-activities/why-not-languages-resources-school-teachers-pupils
https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/outreach-events-activities/why-not-languages-resources-school-teachers-pupils
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Endeavour STEM event: “Mission Mars” 
This half term our Year 8 Endeavour students have had the 
opportunity to participate in an exciting STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Maths) event simulating a 
Mission to Mars. The teams had to navigate a series of 
challenging tasks including analysing rock samples, 
designing a Mar rover and testing blood samples.  
The company Thinkers in Education delivered the session 
and were very impressed with the attitude and aptitude of 
our students. The winning team earned the highest score 
of all time, which is approximately 10 years of running the 
scenario. This includes scores from countries all across the 
world, including Singapore and Australia. 
The winning team were Honor O’Brien, Beatrice Snowden, 
Martha Frohn and Lily Jerrold. Their overall score was 
significantly boosted by their attention to detail and ability 
to process new information quickly and efficiently. 

Internships 
For four weeks this summer, we have had 14 undergraduates in school as part of a national scheme 
offering internships to those currently studying at university.  The programme has been designed to offer 
a chance to fully experience what it’s like to be in a school – so we’ve made sure their days have offered a 
rich variety of activities to try and give a taste of what it’s like to be a teacher. They’ve been observing 
lessons, supporting one-to-one work in literacy and maths, as well as taking part in trips and even Sports 
Day.  The enthusiasm and dedication of the group has been really impressive, and have been a real asset 
to the school in their short time here.   
Intern, Amy Barrell, said “This month’s internship has confirmed my desire to go into teaching. The 
teachers here have been so welcoming. I am really glad I took this opportunity.” 
We’re delighted that several are considering a career in teaching, and have already begun to explore 
options with our new teacher training provider “East SCITT” www.eastscitt.co.uk 
Peter Smith, Senior Deputy Headteacher 

http://www.eastscitt.co.uk
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Welcome Week 
We were able to offer next term’s Year 12s a week to get a taste of life in Farlingaye’s Sixth Form, each 
student attended lessons in the subjects they have chosen to study alongside a range of other activities, 
including an introduction to the library, a session introducing MOOC’s, a session writing a letter to their 
future self, a session meeting Mr Tait (their Head of Year) and a session on VESPA mindset. It was a 
fantastic week with over 200 students attending, it also allowed students from external schools to meet 
our internal students. 
Music and Music Technology students were treated to a visit to Old Jet at Rendlesham to give them an 
insight into potential career options. 
“Our trip to Old Jet was very beneficial, we got the 
perspective of a musician's life from Keane bass player, 
Jesse Quin. He also produces his own work and writes for 
film scores for a living. An insight into his studio was pretty 
cool, very impressive hardware and collection of synths.” 
Joe Noble. 
“The trip to Old Jet was very insightful and I learnt a great 
deal about what it's like to work in the music production 
industry. It was really interesting to see Jesse's studio and 
learn about how the technology works and what he uses.” 
Sophie Bennett 

“Farlingaye is like its own town!” 
Following on from the government extending COVID restrictions, sadly our New Intake day for our new 
Year 7 cohort in September was not able to go ahead as planned. In order to support these students with 
their transition up to high school, alternative plans were made to ensure that they have the best possible 
introduction to life at Farlingaye in the current circumstances.  
To begin with, the year team made visits to the local pyramid primary schools to meet students and do a 
short presentation about life at Farlingaye. In addition to this, a video tour had been produced to allow 
students the chance to meet some of the members of staff who would be working with them in 
September. Giving the students this little taster of our school helped ease initial nerves and the fear of a 
big secondary school was even changed to excitement with one student exclaiming: “Farlingaye is huge! 
It’s like its own town!” 
Year 6 students have all now been invited to attend a tour of the school with their primary school or, if 
they are from a small school and don’t know anyone yet, they were invited to come along with other 
newbies and have already been making friends from it.  
These tours have again been led by the year team and Mr Read and have allowed students to have a look 
around the different buildings of the school and to ask any questions that they may have. This has been a 
really beneficial process for everyone, including the staff involved, who have managed to have a more 
personalised meet and greet with students. Overwhelmingly, students have commented on the highlight 
of the tour being the stop at the Library and meeting Mrs Mason. They are all very excited about the 
wealth of clubs that are on offer. Not forgetting our infamous “space ship building” as students stood, 
jaws open, at all of the opportunities available to them in our Technology department. 
There has also been more targeted transition by the SEN team for those students who we feel need more 
support. This has proved hugely valuable as all students have left their visits with beaming smiles on their 
faces! 
Students have now also had the chance to meet their tutors through our virtual ‘meet the tutor’ evening. 
A busy evening full of fun facts and hopes and dreams highlighting how fantastic our new Year 7 cohort 
will be! 
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Activities Day 
Due to the present circumstances, we were unable to organise our usual Activities Week this year.  
However, we managed to arrange an Activities Day on the last Thursday of term.  The activities were 
organised in year groups. 
Year 12 had a competition on “It’s a Knockout” style inflatable equipment.  The exploits, mayhem and 
chaos that ensued was hilarious. It was excellent team building for them going into Year 13. 
Year 10 were given a choice of three activities. Some students went to Pleasurewood Hills for the day for 
the thrills and spills of the theme park, some travelled to Norwich for shopping and museums and the fun 
of the train journey there and back, and some travelled to Bury St Edmunds for Lazer Tag and Bowling. 
Year 9 were either having their own “It’s a Knockout” tournament or having fun on the water. Those that 
chose the water activity went to Alton Water and took part in sailing, windsurfing, kayaking and raft 
building. 
Year 8 participated in a variety of activities organised in school which included: a Bake Off; treasure hunt, 
a photography trip into Woodbridge; Art; Basketball; Dodgeball; story writing; fitness; rounders; an 
escape room; Tennis; animation; a Talent Show; and an egg drop. The students had a fun day filled with 
great experiences. There tutors made these comments about the day: 
‘You worked really hard, a great attitude even when losing. Great team work and determination. 
Smashing it!’ Mr Haughan 
‘It has been fantastic to see all the year 8 students fully engaged in their activities, working hard for their 
forms and themselves. We have some hugely talented students in the year group with so much to 
offer.’ Miss Gilbert 
‘The Year 8 students were engaging with the natural world and finding beauty in everyday things. Terrific 
photos taken and thoughtful behaviour with each other and the public’ Dr Harrison 
‘The smell of the cupcakes, dodging the dodge ball, the art work, puzzles, watching you run, jump, smack 
it with a racket, play and sing, dropping eggs out of the window, preparing for the talent show…what a 
day! What a team’ Ms Martino 
Screams, laughter and huge smiles filled the theme park as our Year 7 students stormed Pleasure Wood 
Hills on Thursday. The whole year group were a credit to the school being incredibly polite, respectful and 
kind. Brave souls faced Wipeout and there were some heroes battling the log flume and returning 
sopping wet. Overall, it was a hugely successful, hugely fun day out for all and we are all so impressed 
with how Year 7 behaved and how they took to the challenge of conquering fears! 
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Message to all Parent/Carers 
• Please make sure you have checked with Reception for any lost property, all remaining items will be 

discarded at the end of term. 
 
• Please name all uniform and belongings for next term. It makes it possible to reunite them with their 

owners. 
 
• It is parents’ responsibility to check expiry dates and stock of medication we hold for your child and to 

replace with new next term if needed. 
 
Many thanks. 
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Curriculum Days 
On the Monday and Tuesday of the last week of term,  every faculty provided interesting and exciting 
activities for all the students to do.  These included: creative writing from English; a Maths treasure hunt; 
cultural experiences in Modern Foreign Languages; assorted Technology projects including Lego car 
racing; and Sciences CSI rooms, and building towers and catapults. Year 10  spent two days having careers 
and well being activities including having a Zumba class. 
Everyone had a great time which can be seen in the photos below. 
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Music News 
As we come to the end of the year I would like to say a huge ‘Well done’ to all the many students who 
have managed to keep focused on their peripatetic music lessons, those who supported us in extra-
curricular activities and recordings, those who achieved wonderful music exam results and those who 
have helped with recording and mastering tracks. The Year 12 students have been especially supportive 
this year. 
It has been lovely to see the younger years involved in extra-curricular this term and it means that the 
music staff feel confident about making music next year. Thank You for your commitment and support. 
We have run a String Ensemble, Junior Strings, Lower school Band, Guitar Ensemble, Minifest and 
Barbershop Quartet this term. We really look forward to starting to open up the opportunities next year. 
On the Community playlists, (see link below) you will find our Minfest recordings, recordings of the String 
Ensemble at St Mary’s church and also the Barbershop Quartet from Year 13 who have been recording in 
school. All of the recordings have been mastered by Tony Scarlett, Joe Noble and Malo Main. Super 
professionals! All of the recordings should be transferred onto the playlists by the end of next week for 
you to view. We are just finishing the final mastering now, however, if we can get them on more quickly, 
then we will do so.  
Whilst we didn’t record all our ensembles, I felt it important to let some of our Year 13 musicians have 
the chance to have a keep sake. Our sincere thanks go to all the Year 13 musicians.  
http://www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk/Music-Playlists   
So, from the Music department, we wish you a wonderful summer. Rest and recuperation so that we 
come back ready to get going next year. 
Thanks as ever for your continued support. 
Gemma Martino 
 

Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music and Trinity College 

London Rock and Pop Exams 
As with so many things, the process of taking a music exam has become complicated over the last 18 
months or so! Initially, we had not been able to have music exams in school but, as is becoming the norm, 
new approaches have been developed; we have seen the rise of the new ABRSM and Trinity Performance 
Exams and students and families all over the county have been experimenting with recording 
performances at home to be uploaded and sent to the various exam boards - a learning curve for all! This 
term we have also finally managed to have an exam session in school and there have been some super 
results which have included a great number of merits and distinctions.  
Well done to the following students for their excellent achievements 
Singing: Sophie-May Anderson G2, Mhyrsini Poguntke G3, Nina Shelley G1 
Singing for Musical Theatre: Libby Baker G5, Emilie Carle G4, Anya Foreman G5, Maddi Lloyd G5, Grace 
Nash G4, Jenna Oxbury G4, Evelyn Whitmore G5 
Violin: Eloise Atkin G2, Milly Atkin G1, Molly Aylett-Skinner G1, Sara Gedny G2, Caitlin Moody G5, Barney 
Steventon-Barnes G6, 
Drum Kit:, Henry Dempsy G1, Oliver Devita G5, Joel Foreman G4, Malachi Moss G4, Marcus Pasco G1, 
Barney Walters G2 
Trumpet: Elliot Astbury G1, Jamie Whittle G3 
Baritone: Kayra Berkel G1 
Eb Horn: Elena Jarrett G4 
Clarinet:  Lauren Barrett G4, Romily Moore G2, Zack Ochert G4, James Russell G6, Imogen Crossfield G4, 
Imogen Radwell G6 
Alto Saxophone: Frankie Haylett G2, Nathan Russell G5 
Flute:  Daisy Cherry G3, Skye Huxley G4, Lily Nash G7, Erin Murphy G8, Daisy Attwater G8 

http://www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk/Music-Playlists
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Grade 5 Music Theory: Imogen Crossfield, Saskia Benton 
ABRSM Performance Exams 
Singing: Maddi Brown G4, Cameron Charleston, George Stiff G8 
Singing for Musical Theatre: Molly Aylett-Skinner G3, Teagan Boylan G2, Tudor Hesketh G3, Izzy Turner-
Keeble G3, Ellie Watson G3 
I know there have also been lots of students who have maintained their private music lessons over this 
challenging time and who have also had great success with exams; a huge well done to all of our 
wonderful musicians for their resilience and determination and good luck to those who are still to take 
exams this term! 
Sarah Phillips 
Community Music Coordinator 

Designing the Next Teen Novel 

Phenomenon 
The English department stoked rivalries between 
publishing houses during the Curriculum Days at 
the end of the Summer term. KS3 students, 
representing publishers including Penguin and 
Faber & Faber, were tasked with coming up with 
ideas for a novel that would appeal to a modern, 
teenage audience. Titles including Patient 117, The 
Lurking, Clearance, Bolt, Secrets of the Shed and 
Italy v. England: The Rematch were full of 
characters that teenagers could be inspired by, 
exciting investigations and clever plot-twists. 
Collaboratively coming up with an idea for a novel 
before designing the front cover, writing the 
opening pages and thinking about how to market 
the story within a single lesson was not an easy 
task but our students managed the situation 
wonderfully. We were so impressed with their hard -
work and imaginative effort over the two days. The 
variety of ideas offered was a sign of how diverse 
and thoughtful our students are; we had 
everything from crime thrillers and sporting heroics 
to characters who represented the LGBTQ+ 
community and metaphorical considerations of our 
environment in Amber & Willow. Out of six 
sessions, groups that worked with Mrs Crossley 
were judged to be the winners four times; if you’d 
like any tips for how to succeed in the publishing 
industry, she’s the person to go to for advice. 
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Sutton Hoo 
During the Curriculum Days on Monday and Tuesday, the English 
department took two small groups of avid writers to Sutton Hoo. 
Both days were hugely successful with fascinating storylines and 
characters being created based on the history around Sutton Hoo. 
Every single student was an asset to the school and we are incredibly 
proud of them. We were fortunate enough to be led by two 
professional writers from the Young Walter Scott Prize who opened 
our minds to new and exciting exercises to develop our story writing 
skills. It was a unique and engaging experience that the students 
valued and can use as they continue their love of writing. We are 
sure there are future novelists within this fantastic group of 
students! 
“An amazing experience that opened my eyes to a whole new way of 
writing with structure . I also learned some new historical facts about 
the Anglo Saxons and Sutton Hoo. Being amongst the graves of 
people from such an important part of history gave me a connection 
to my writing and a new depth of understanding.”  
Amber Williams  
“I found the experience great, the inspirational activities and 
encouragement really helped widen my story writing. At one point 
on the trip, when we were sitting on the burial mounds, it was some 
of the easiest writing I have ever done. The different tips on how to 
build upon a story line or make it more detailed were simple 
but worked really well. Things such as, looking 
at an object, continue to look at it, then use 
your finger and draw the outline of it in the 
air. All the adults there were very helpful and 
was a fabulous adventure.”   
Maia Woods  
“The Sutton Hoo trip was a very interesting way 
to learn how to write a story.  
20 Year 7 students 
attended and explored 
different activities to help them 
write an amazing story. My 
favourite activities were listing five 
senses (not just thinking about the 
usual senses but things like sense 
of humour or wellbeing), looking at 
the burial mounds and seeing all 
the artefacts from through the 
ages. It was great to spend the day 
outside and getting to know others 
from Year 7. The people who 
showed us around were really nice 
and had a great sense of humour. I 
would like to thank everyone who 
gave us this opportunity.”   
Barnaby Alder 
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Mock Trials 
Mock Trials was an amazing experience, in which a group of 12 students from Farlingaye went up against 
another school to see who could best prove the defendant guilty or not guilty. However, this was not just 
tip up, read scripts, and convince the magistrates; it actually took months of practise and meetings to 
perfect and hone each and every one of our parts in the trial – not to mention the analysis of the witness 
statements. 
The first meeting was to be held in school, but due to lockdown it had to be moved onto Microsoft Teams. 
During the live meetings on Teams, they were mostly focussed on becoming accustomed to the witness 
statements and finding evidence for the prosecution and defence lawyers. The witnesses used this time 
to practise and memorise their statements so that when we finally came back to school, they would have 
a fully comprehensive understanding of their role. The lawyers, both prosecution and defence, analysed 
the statements looking for any key piece of information that would benefit their case, then they 
translated the information into a question that would hopefully favour them. 
With the lockdown finally easing, and schools reopened, we had our first in-person meeting. This mostly 
consisted of getting an understanding of where everybody was and what they had achieved during 
lockdown. After the first meeting in school, we began to study the witness statements with a depth and 
understanding that could not be achieved on Teams, due to everyone's undivided attention. However, 
while this was great, it became clear that we needed to actually start rehearsing so that we could bring 
everybody’s practice into one perfect Mock Trial. But things were not this easy – as much as we might 
have liked it to be – and it took multiple attempts to come close to anything that looked somewhat like an 
orderly trial. 

Jetty Lane Friends 
On Tuesday July 13th, 55 Year 12 students spent the day 
volunteering for the Jetty Lane Project. 
The project is an initiative to build a new Youth Centre in 
Woodbridge after the previous one was condemned. A 
number of community groups and charities have already 
committed to hiring space in the new building. This includes 
Just42, New Horizons lunch club for older people, 
Woodbridge Excelsior Band, Company of Four theatre group 
and Kuk Sool Won martial arts club  
The students got involved in a variety of activities, leaflet 
distributing, producing art, rewilding, litter picking, and a group of girls helped build a new patio!  
Cordelia Richman, Trustee of Jetty Lane and Jetty Lane Friends, said, “I have to say that the girls in 
particular made a fantastic impression on the day. The group who worked on the patio were amazing! 
And the level of quiet concentration, willingness to try something new and interest in their tasks was 
evident in all the groups. We were thrilled! 
We're keen for any of the students who would like to get involved in Jetty Lane to consider doing so, 
either as a Young Trustee or as a regular volunteer. The rewilding on site that we're doing in partnership 
with Transition Woodbridge is an ongoing project and we will be doing some planting there in the autumn 
which we definitely need help with! We will be doing various practical tasks on site with Tony Farrell, our 
trustee who ran the patio group (completing the patio, putting some flooring down in the container, 
making planters etc both over the summer and into the autumn). We have a marketing group which 
would love to have some input from students. Our Jetty Lane Friends committee is organising a picnic on 
Kingston Field on 29th August and if anyone wanted to help with the planning that would be great. We'll 
be organising events of one kind or another every quarter and will always need help from the ideas stage 
right through to clearing up after the event. Any student who has some time, energy and interest in 
helping the charity is extremely welcome. We will find a role for them!” 
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The day of the trial was to be set on June 9th, but we had yet to prepare for the trial the way we would be 
doing it. Therefore, during the five weeks before the competition we held live Teams meetings between 
the three Magistrates in one room, and rest of us in another. This gave us our first glimpse at what the 
genuine trial would be like, and it felt like all our hard work had finally paid off. For the most part, 
everything in those weeks went smoothly, except for the odd technical issue every now and again. 
Then came the day everybody had been waiting for! We all filed into the room getting ready to display a 
perfect performance to the other school. However, our performance was delayed due to what felt like a 
non-stop flow of issues, such as not being able to hear us or see our Magistrates. But in the end our 
wonderful technicians were able to get us all running smoothly.  
And so began the Mock Trials.  
We started with our prosecution against their defence, and the whole trial took about 30 minutes 
consisting of plenty of intricate questions from the lawyers and confident answers from the witnesses. But 
in the end our prosecution found the defendant guilty, meaning that we had won the first round. Next 
came our defence against their prosecution in which both sides played well. However, our defence lawyers 
had more thought-out questions that made the witnesses answer with only the things that made the 
defence case stronger. The opposing school had very fixed and animated questions that they didn’t adapt 
to fit the previous answers. However, they had extremely good witnesses that held up reasonably well 
under the examination of our lawyers. In the end, we won both trials leaving us the victorious school. 
I think I speak for everybody who participated in the trials by saying that we thought that it was a great 
experience that could only have been better if we had gone into a court and performed it there. Overall, it 
gave us the ability to see what it was like to be in a trial and possibly see if there was a future in it for us. I 
hope they continue this for as long as possible, and that next year’s Year 9s enjoy and appreciate it as 
much as we have. 
The fabulous courtroom sketches below were drawn by Mhyrsini Poguntke. 
Ethan Lewis 
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Year 7 Taskmaster 
Mr Macdonald’s final taskmaster of the year was whole tutor groups to recreate a moment from history.  
Mr Smith judged all the entries and chose 7Y’s representation of the Christmas Day Truce in 1914.  
Well done to all Year 7 for your enthusiastic participation in the Taskmaster Challenges this year. 
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Sports Day 
After missing Sports Day last year, the students were excited to get back into the team spirit.  A full report 
of the day will feature in the first Forum of next term. 


