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“The more difficult the victory, the greater the 
happiness in winning.” (Pele, the Greatest) 

Head’s Message 
Since the return to school for all students earlier this year, 
there has been a very intense focus on the creation of grades 
for our Year 11 and Year 13 students. Staff have been asked 
by the exam boards to implement an extremely challenging 
and demanding process, which is unique to this year. All of 
our staff and students connected to those year groups have 
been working very hard to generate the evidence that will be 
needed for the final grading judgement, and we have been 
exploring and clarifying how the complex administrative and 
quality assurance processes will function. In getting to grips with the grading process, 
and in supporting, cajoling and motivating students, the staff have really appreciated 
the support we and the students have had from their families – it really has been 
invaluable. For all concerned, there are only a few weeks of this very intensive work 
left. We can see the finish line, but we continue to rely on everyone pulling together to 
get us there. As always, we want the best for our students, and will continue to liaise 
with the exam boards to ensure we meet all their criteria for successful marking and 
submission, to ensure that students get the grades their efforts merit. 
It has been great to hear confirmation this week that face-to-face proms for Y11s and 
Y13s are now looking likely to happen. The bookings have been made and the outfits 
are being planned! I am delighted that it now seems that we will be able to reward the 
students for all their efforts with this traditional rite of passage. This is just one of the 
many benefits we are anticipating from being able to be more ‘open’ during the rest of 
this academic year. We are now planning the final week of term, and we anticipate it 
involving trips and projects, as well as celebration assemblies and a fully-operational 
Sports Day. More details on this plan will be sent to families and students soon. We are 
also now seeing the return of sports fixtures. Recently, our U-18 Girls’ Cricket team 
played the school’s first fixture for a very long time – a 20-over match against 
Framlingham College, which saw a stirring victory for the FHS stars (one of whom, 
Immy Sidhu of Suffolk County Cricket Club, has just been confirmed as the highest run 
scorer in the 2021 national ECB Women’s T20 competition, which is an amazing 
achievement). On Friday 14th May, we were able to take a large contingent of students 
to the National Indoor Rowing Championships. Our team performed fantastically well, 
competing against students representing schools and rowing clubs with well-
established and high-profile training programmes, and returning a number of Top 20 
finishes. Meanwhile, excitement has been building within our Y9 Mock Trial team, who 
now face the prospect of going toe-to-toe in the ‘courtroom’ with Chesham Grammar 
School on 16th June. While the contact with Chesham will be via online links, our 
students will be together, as a team, using the knowledge and skill they have developed 
through hard work to meet challenges as they arise. This is the Farlingaye way, and it is 
great to see it in operation. 
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Wed 26th May 
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28th May 
My Future Self Day Yr 

10 Group 2 
 

Mon 31st May 
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Mon 7th June 

Return to school 
 

Sat 12th & Sun 
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Bronze DofE Qualifier 
Expedition 

 
Wed 16th June 
Yr 9 vaccinations 

 
Sat 19th & Sun 

20th June 
Bronze DofE Qualifer 

Expedition 
 

Wed 23rd June 
Yr 9 Music Day 



Email us on forum@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

Over 5000 tests in two weeks 
Farlingaye’s testing team conducted 5102 covid tests in the first two weeks back to school after lockdown, 
thankfully with no positive results. We managed to complete three tests for almost all students and staff in 
that time. After the third test, everyone was given tests to take at three to five day intervals at home.  
The operation at school was overseen by Mr Smith, Deputy Headteacher, and a core team of committed staff, 
who trained all the volunteers in their roles. Even with teachers volunteering to help in their preparation 
periods, and support staff squeezing in extra time to help, the school needed more help. Each session needed 
27 people to run it, so the school community stepped up and 14 parents and ex-students trained to help. 
Without these volunteers, the process would not have run so efficiently and smoothly. The testing process 
was conducted in an atmosphere of cohesion and positivity, which allowed the students to remain calm and 
focused throughout.  
We were using Lateral Flow Tests, which needed supervision when testing, and then accurate processing, 
development and recording afterwards. Each stage was carefully managed and the whole procedure 
completed with slick efficiency.  
Mr Smith said “The students have been brilliant in their conduct, but all this couldn’t have been done without 
the fantastic commitment of staff and volunteers, who have given their time so readily.”  
Arabelle Barnard, a parent, was happy to be involved. “I was so impressed as everything was brilliantly 
organised. The set up and volunteers were so quick and efficient, and the students were so co-operative.”  



World Book Day 
March 4th was World Book Day and, while we missed the usual excitement of the Farlingaye Readathon, the 
English staff were determined not to let it go unrecognised. This year’s theme was ‘Share a Story’ and Mrs 
Silvester and I agreed that there had never been a better time to sit with the people you enjoy being with most 
(remotely, or in person!) to share something you have read or simply a story from your day.  
In our assembly we showed students how we had continued to share stories and we encouraged students to 
send us pictures of them sharing a story, too. We were thrilled to see the range of books students were reading; 
it also provided a real feeling of togetherness from the Farlingaye community, even when we were apart.  
Mrs Deverson-Dean  
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Lockdown writing 
This is the prologue written in lockdown by India Gray, Year 7, for a book she would like to write. 
“Charlotte was at the centre of press attention in the year 2000 because she was the first ever queen to be 
pregnant with triplets: three girls. She really struggled to keep strong during her pregnancy because, no matter 
how hard she tried to keep it private, the paparazzi were always onto her every move and were always in the 
shadow of her life like a lion waiting to pounce. After going into labour five weeks early and having a traumatic 
caesarean birth with triplet girls, the queen’s press attention got even worse and she was on the verge of having 
to create new rules for all members of the royal family, but she held off for the sake of her babies.  
“The babies were born so early that they were all on feeding support in the hospital and weren’t allowed home 
for at least one month after their birth or so the doctor said. They received a lot of post at the hospital and the 
queen and her newly born children had their own floor in Portfield hospital. Only one of the triplets had gained 
full health after the month so only she went home with her mother and the other two were visited daily by 
Charlotte. They lived in the nursery and the nurses took care of them. This happened for the next month but the 
night before Elenor and Elizabeth were due home something awful happened: there was a break in at the palace 
and Esme was kidnapped by two of the most wanted criminals in the world. These criminals were known by the 
names Mr and Mrs Sneakfire because they were so sneaky, and they were always changing their names to the 
most unusual things to do with fire. The king and queen had all the best police in England looking for the missing 
baby, but she was nowhere to be seen and the search continues. 
“Queen Charlotte and King Henry had no choice but to enforce the rules that they had been trying so hard to 
avoid because of all the press attention. The press were, and always will be, hungry vultures. These rules 
consisted of things such as “you must never get dirty”, “your rooms must be in the colours gold, red and pink” 
and “you must only dress in frocks”. There were many other rules like this that really limited the freedom of the 
Fritz family. Elenor and Elizabeth, the remaining triplets, grew up believing that they were twins and knew no 
different but the rules that had been provided by the queen at their birth. They were oblivious to their other 
triplet. Until now… “ 
India Gray, 7I 
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German and STEM workshops 
During the February half term break, a group of students of German in Years 11 and 12 participated in a 
four-day online workshop on health technologies, run by the Initiative Junge Forscher (IJF), a German 
organisation promoting science education in Germany and around the world. The workshops were fully 
funded by PASCH, a global education network, set up by the German foreign office to support the 
Teaching and Learning of German. 
Joash Jennis, from Year 11, was one the students involved in the workshop, and he provided the following 
account: “I loved these MINT (STEM) workshops especially the part where we were given the patient’s 
details, which included the heart rate and lung volume etc., and we had to diagnose the patient. It 
provided a great insight into the job of a doctor and what they need to look at to make the right 
diagnosis, leading to the best treatment for the patient! In addition I loved making the video for our 
product that we had to develop in our teams. This German workshop provided a valuable inside into the 
jobs that involve STEM, also helped us to improve our German language skills and to put our knowledge 
of the language into context! Thank you IJF and Mrs Green for organising this for us”.  

Kaiserschmarrn - Austrian fluffy pancakes 
What better way to experience the culture of another country, when you can’t travel, than through food? 
For this year’s pancake day, students of German in Years 8 and 9 were set the challenge to produce a 
three course pancake meal of German pancake soup, Swiss potato pancakes and Austrian fluffy pancakes. 
Dessert proved most popular and in the 
words of one student, “tasted amazing.”  
As you can’t ever have enough pancakes, 
here is the recipe:  
Ingredients 
4 eggs, yolks and whites separated 
125ml milk 
100g caster sugar 
1 pinch of salt 
125g plain flour (sieved) 
1 tablespoon butter 
2 tablespoons of icing sugar 
Beat the egg whites until soft peaks form. 
Beat the egg yolks in a separate bowl 
until smooth; mix in the milk, sugar, salt 
and flour. Carefully fold in the egg whites. 
Melt the butter in a large frying pan over medium heat. Pour the batter into the pan and cook until golden 
brown (watch the pan and turn the heat right down – the dough can burn VERY easily); turn over the 
pancake and cook until set on the other side, about 1 minute. Tear the Kaiserschmarrn into pieces using 
two forks and continue cooking until golden brown, about 2 minutes. Sprinkle with icing sugar to garnish. 



Budding Author 
Esmie Grimwood in Year 8 wrote a book during lock down. She 
worked incredibly hard at redrafting and refining her ideas and has 
produced a most engaging story about fame, fortune, family and 
the fantastic!  Her book is called “Getting Famous—the adventures 
of Ash Burton”. 
She is continuing to hone her writing talents with the aim of getting 
her work published in the future.  
Good luck to Esmie.  

Music News 
Firstly, I would like to take the opportunity of thanking Jesse Quin (bass player from Keane, founder of Old 
Jett in Bentwaters Park) for his support for the music technology courses. Jesse has supplied equipment 
for the Music Tech students to use in the recording studio. The equipment will ensure that students 
develop their skills for both the A Level course and sound possibilities in shows and events throughout the 
year. It will help ensure that they are working with industry spec technology. It was an incredibly generous 
gift and a real support for the school and our work in Music. 
During the last year I have been working on a ‘Playlist Project’ which has developed and expanded into a 
resource for parents, students and the wider community. There are now a series of interviews with ex-
students who work in the industry, showcasing their experience, journey and work. The interviews were 
so humbling to do, those I interviewed were passionate about the Arts and about what music has meant 
to them firstly at school and then beyond in the world of study and work. Careers include composers, 
session musicians, a metadata manager, professional performers and singers, teachers, free-lance 
performers, film music composers and marketing management for a local theatre venue. Please do take a 
listen if you have the time, there are more interviews to come. 
Other playlists include film compositions from our Sixth Form students (both Music and Music Technology 
A Level), Music Tech collaborations, vocal and instrumental collaborations and playlists of the eras. I will 
continue to develop these projects and students can add their work so that we can showcase what we do 
in the Music department. It may also be that parents wish to add a song or piece, or perhaps a family 
collaboration! You can email me directly at school: gmartino@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 
The Farlingaye Musical Projects and Snapshots can be found using this link: 
http://www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk/Music-Playlists/  
As restrictions lessen, we are looking at the possibilities for extra curricular opportunities. I am hoping 
that we will be able to run ‘Minifest’, albeit in a different way this year. It will be a performance 
opportunity for the students and I hope that we can record their performances so that you can enjoy 
them too. More information to follow and we look forward to our Year 9 musicians participating with 
their new found confidence after Band Day! We are also planning for the Music Tour to Italy in the 
summer of 2022 and again information will follow. 
Finally, we would like to ask if there are any unused instruments out there that could be donated to the 
school for students to use? Please do bear in mind that we may be able to service some instruments but a 
total overhaul may be beyond our capabilities.  
Thanks, as ever for your continued support. 
Gemma Martino 
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Published in TES and EADT 
This is a piece written by Annabelle Whittle from Year 11, it was published in the TES and the EADT. 
“Monday 8 March was like my first day of school again: neat uniform, crying parents, lining up outside the 
classroom, and nobody actually knowing what the rules are.  
I have been at my school for more than four years, but with new one-way systems, masks, bubbles, and 
now online learning, it feels almost unrecognisable. This place of safety has turned into one I fear. We are still 
children, yet now we are also guinea pigs for the whole population.  
I have many worries about being in school. Some of the rules we must now follow, such as social 
distancing, have proved impossible in small classrooms packed with 30 students. The government may wish to 
believe that we do not get up and talk in class, but as children we always will – and in these times that could be 
dangerous (even more than swinging on our chairs).  
Masks are advised in lessons until Easter. It is a step in the right direction if we cannot maintain distance. But, 
unfortunately, I can see this only as another weapon of mass distraction, as it has become in the corridors.  
Frequent testing has begun, also a good step, but I feel that uptake will fizzle out after a few weeks as it 
becomes another joke or arduous task that students are underprepared for – and, frankly, scared by.  
This is not to say that we are lawless apes with no discipline: we are GCSE students, but classrooms will never 
be the ideal place to have stringent rules on talking and distance. And children should not have to lead the way 
out of lockdown: we clearly do not have the best idea of safety (see: swinging on chairs). 
Speaking of GCSEs, we have no true idea, beyond vague phrases like “teacher-assessed” and “optional mini-
exams”, to tell us how our futures will be formed. Every lesson feels like a secret scramble to set up a complex 
television: one that will spit out our grades.  
We grapple frantically with the mess of wires hiding behind the sleek (albeit blank) screen, but the instruction 
manual has nothing concrete to tell us. And, in the meantime, we must go on working as if we have no 
television to worry about at all.  
It feels like, as students, it is our responsibility to fix this, to make our own system. The spectre of last year’s 
fiasco looms. Even if we are awarded fair grades, can the machine snatch them from us for the sake of quotas? 
Who will be trusted to evaluate the worth of four years of hard work? The concrete nature of exams was 
terrifying, but secure; this unknown is 1,000 times worse.” 
Annabelle Whittle, 11L 
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Year 7 Taskmaster 
The latest Taskmaster challenge set by Mr McDonald for Year 7 was to build something from the snow in the 
snowfall we had last term. The pictures below were voted the winners. 

Rosie Shaw Naham Layton Arthur Anderson 

https://www.tes.com/news/covid-schools-reopening-year-8-only-one-pupil-was-wearing-mask
https://www.tes.com/news/year-12-pupil-why-i-prefer-learn-my-webcam
https://www.tes.com/news/schools-reopening-revealed-reality-social-distancing-teachers
https://www.tes.com/news/can-we-persuade-students-wear-their-masks-properly
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Internship Opportunity 
As part of an exciting government scheme this summer we’ll be running undergraduate internships in 
teaching for 4 weeks in the summer term. The interns will be based in our school for that period, and we 
plan to offer a programme that will provide a taster of what it’s like to be a teacher, work in a school 
and engage with young people. It’s a paid internship of £300 a week, meaning if they complete 4 weeks 
with us it’s £1200 for them. 
Applicants are eligible to apply if they are an undergraduate on a degree which is focused on any of the 
Sciences, Engineering or Maths (there might be some flexibility in this), and potentially interested in 
teaching secondary Maths or Physics at a later date. This doesn’t commit anyone to anything, nor do it 
mean they have to explore teaching in the future.  
If you know anyone who might be interested in this please feel free to pass this information on – more 
details can be found on the East SCITT website https://www.eastscitt.co.uk/Undergraduate-
Internships/ or by contacting me at the school psmith@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk  
Peter Smith, Senior Deputy Headteacher 

Express yourself in Lockdown  
Congratulations to J.B. Bonniot in Year 10, whose entry for the British Council's 'Express yourself in Lock-
down' was designated as one of the best in the country. J.B. took part in an online event with participants 
from around the U.K. on 31st March and read out his text - in German - about Global Warming.  
It can be viewed here. 
A huge 'well done' to Rosie Moore-Smith in Year 8 too, who produced a heartfelt entry about 'the lan-
guage of music' in Spanish. Her entry can be viewed here. 

Green Council Pen Recycling 
As part of the Green Council’s ongoing recycling initiatives, members 
of the Green Council have successfully prevented approximately 4000 
used pens from entering landfill. These pens will be sent for recycling 
with the company Terracycle UK, a specialist recycling company. In the 
process of sorting the pens the volunteers removed over 200 
whiteboard marker pens which are still serviceable for use. Thank you 
to all pupils, teachers and staff who continue to ensure that the pen 
recycling boxes in each classroom are being used to collect used pens. 

Comic Relief Jokes 
Miss Reed asked students for jokes to acknowledge Comic Relief Day. This year’s Red Nose Day was all 
about making people laugh. Here are a few for your enjoyment. 
What’s wrong with you if your nose runs and your feet smell? You were born upside down 
What do you call a pig that does karate? A pork chop 
What sits at the bottom of the sea and panics? A nervous wreck 
Why do you tell an actor to ‘break a leg’? Because they always have a cast 
Which building has the most storeys? A library 
Why is your nose in the middle of your face? Because it’s the scenter 
Why couldn’t the bicycle stand on its own? Because it was two tired 
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Duke of Edinburgh's Award expeditions 
It's great that we have been able to get out into the countryside again and start to catch up with some of 
the DofE expeditions, which have been postponed over the last year. 
During the Easter break, we were able to hold our Gold practice expedition for the current Year 12 cohort 
and catch up with the practice for the Year 13 cohort who started their Gold DofE in 2019. Due to the 
current regulations, these had to be run independently from the school by Oly Cooper of Go Explore. The 
participants didn't have the challenge of walking in the mountains with all their kit and camping 
overnight, however they did perform the amazing feat of walking from Southwold to Woodbridge over 
the space of two days with full backpacks. At the end of day two, they completed the additional 
challenge, in the dark, of finding several bags of treasure wrapped in high-viz vests, strategically placed 
throughout Tangham forest and marked on their maps. They enjoyed their prizes of bags of chocolate 
mini-Easter eggs. 
Our Bronze programme is well under way, and we have been able to put on the practice expeditions 
recently, sticking to the originally planned dates. As we are still not allowed to camp overnight, 
participants were collected at the end of the first day and continued their walk the following day after a 
good meal and comfy bed at home. Everyone still had plenty of opportunity to navigate their way around 
the Suffolk countryside, cook a hot meal on the Trangia stoves for lunch and carry everything they needed 
in their rucksacks. Thanks to all parents/carers for their support with the drop offs and collections. 
We hope to be able to run the Bronze qualifying expeditions as planned on 12-13 and 19-20 June and 
regulations permitting, to offer overnight camping. These will be walking from Southwold to Iken (or vice 
versa), with camping around the half-way point near Theberton. 
The Gold qualifying expeditions are provisionally planned for 10-15 July and we hope to run this 
expedition "as normal" in the Lake District. 
Due to the regulations from the Department for Education in place at the time, we were unfortunately 
not able to hold the Silver assessment expedition during the Easter break. We are looking at alternative 
dates for this and hope to share this information with participants soon.  
Thanks to Go Explore who stepped in at short notice to take on the Gold expeditions enabling them to go 
ahead. 

http://bit.ly/OLSFYPNewsletterMarch21
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_What#x_What
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_Latest#x_Latest
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_Back#x_Back
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_Step#x_Step
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_Tips#x_Tips
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_Supporting#x_Supporting
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_Five#x_Five
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_Covid#x_Covid
https://farlingayesuffolkschuk-my.sharepoint.com/personal/tsha04_farlingaye_suffolk_sch_uk/Documents/Forum%202020-21/april.docx#x_What#x_What


www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 


