Farlingaye HIGH SCHOOL

“If you are going to achieve excellence in big
things, you develop the habit in little matters.
Excellence is not an exception, it is a prevailing
attitude.” (Colin Powell, 1937-2021)
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Upcoming
Events
Mon 22nd Nov
One Planet Week

Wed 24th Nov
Open Morning

Thurs 2nd Dec
Flu Vaccinations Yrs 7
-11

Tues 7th Dec
Senior Citizens
Concert 1pm

Thurs 9th Dec
School Christmas
Concert 6pm

Mon 13th Dec
St Mary’s Christmas
Concert 6pm

Fri 17th Dec
Last Day of Term

Wed 5th Jan
2022
Return to School

November 2021
Head’s Message
As there has been so much change and disruption
within education over the past 20 months, it may
have escaped the notice of many of our
stakeholders that Ofsted renewed inspections of
Outstanding schools in September 2021. These
schools had all been exempt from inspection since
2010. While it is unclear exactly when these
inspections will take place for each school, it is
certain that every currently Outstanding school
will be inspected within the next six years. Every Outstanding school has to
assume that they could be inspected at any point during that period. As a
school which was rated Outstanding at its last inspection in 2013, Farlingaye is
going to be affected by this change.
The school has faced many challenges during the period of the pandemic, and
some of these are ongoing. However, I do believe that we still offer an
outstanding quality of education to our students. When the school is next
inspected, we are confident that we can show this clearly to the inspectors.
We hope that their judgement will ultimately be a positive one, though we do
recognise that the new inspection framework is extremely rigorous, as noted
in much of the recent media coverage of Ofsted’s activities (e.g. in this article
from Schools Week, which clarifies that some schools that are losing their
Outstanding status may – in fact – be better than they were when they gained
it).
We know that to be an Outstanding school, whether in Ofsted’s terms or in
the views of our stakeholders, we must keep developing, adapting and
improving. To help us to do this, please do provide us with feedback. Our
families will be sent a survey soon which will ask a number of key questions,
and I would strongly encourage them to complete this, as the greater the
number of returns, the more clearly we can see the views of the school
community. If anyone within our community has a specific concern, I would
ask them to use the protocols described in our website to ensure that their
concerns are seen by the right person and can be acted on.
This Forum, once again, shows some of the great things that are done at
Farlingaye. We know that, without the support of so many of you, these
would not be possible. I would like to thank all those stakeholders who lend
so much essential support to our drive for excellence. It is much appreciated.
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Music Concerts
Over the summer I was lucky enough to attend two concerts, one by
an ex-student, Eliza Burkitt and the other by Millie Wood who is in
Year 9.
Eliza is currently studying at Guildhall and returned to Woodbridge to
play. She played in August at St Andrew's church in Melton, ticket
sales and money raised by the event went to The Teapot Project, who
are a small organisation working to reduce food waste and helping
families in need by providing food hampers free of charge. Eliza
played alongside a cellist and they performed a fabulous programme
showing diversity and a range of styles and genres. Such wonderful
performances of pieces by 'Ysaye', some beautiful compositions by
Amy Beach and a duet by Piazzolla. It was a wonderful hour spent
listening to fine musicians.
Millie Wood, Year 9, performed in September at St Andrew's church
in Felixstowe. It was a lunchtime recital showcasing 'Young
Musicians'. It was a professional and carefully prepared recital which
the audience enjoyed thoroughly! The programme showed variety
and Millie had selected her favourite pieces, including the technical
'Moto Perpetuo' by Novacek and the more emotive 'Czardas' by
Vittorio Monti. Such an accomplished performer and I look forward to
hearing more!
My thanks to both.
Ms Martino

Geek Retreat
On Thursday September 16th, Geek Retreat Ipswich visited the library to launch Retro Gaming Club.
Students were greeted by a stormtrooper at the door and introduced to
many board games such as Dungeons and Dragons, Warhammer and
Star Wars Games .
We would like to thank Geek Retreat for taking the time to visit
Farlingaye. Students had a great time playing board games that they had
not come across before.
The library has a club every day of the week at lunchtime
Monday –Harry Potter Club
Tuesday – Book Club
Wednesday- Debating
Society
Thursday – Retro Gaming
Club
Friday – Film Club
The library is looking
forward to seeing you
all.
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Transition Summer School
As we all know, the last few years have been pretty challenging for everyone. So this year we were
delighted to be able to offer something a little different to help some of our students from local primary
schools as they got ready to start life here at Farlingaye.
So, between 23rd and 27th August, students from a wide variety of schools spent the week at Farlingaye
doing a range of activities in order to help them feel more confident about themselves, make new friends
and to get to know the school and some of the teachers too. Each day began with lessons run by Farlingaye
teachers, with lots of fun activities and group work. The focus was to make sure that students felt at ease
talking and working with one another – and this was a real success!
However, that wasn’t all! It was in the afternoons each day, that the fun really began…
Monday: Circus Skills - students tried their hand at a variety of different circus skills including juggling with
balls and scarves, plate spinning, chinese diabolo, devil stick, poi, chinese ribbons, hula hoop, beginners
stilts and many more.
Tuesday: ‘One Voice’ activity - students worked together with voice coaches and staff to create a one off
vocal performance of a popular song.
Wednesday: ‘Knockout Challenge’ based on the legendary “It’s A’ Knockout” TV programme – students got
the chance to rotate around a variety of both inflatable and non-inflatable challenges, which included lots
or water and foam!
Thursday: “Drumbeat” session - students experienced an array of beautiful drums from all over the world.
They worked on rhythms and skills in order to produce a final performance at the end of the session.
Friday: “Thriller” session - students were
transformed into a choreographed dance
troupe performing the iconic Thriller
performance.
There
were
props,
accessories and face paint for all students,
ready for a final performance.
All in all, it was a fantastic week and
thanks must go to all of the teachers who
came in during the holidays – but
especially to Miss Ring who supervised the
whole week – she sang, danced and
choreographed her way through each day
and felt it was a brilliant way to get to
know some of her new Year group!
Mr Read

Email us on forum@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk

International Dance Championships
Zakhary Wilson, 7I, has been dancing up a storm at the 68th International Championships.
Zakhary started weekend dance classes in Ipswich when he was four. It soon became apparent to his
family and teachers that he was a natural and he started competing in local competitions the following
year. At the age of nine he won the Under 10s “Stars of the Future” Latin. When lockdown ended, a year
ago, he started dancing with his current partner, Georgia,
This has been their first International Competition. As part of team GB, they achieved 5th place in the
Juvenile Latin class and 6th in the Juvenile Ballroom. This is a prestigious achievement which will stay with
him for his dancing career.
Zakhary’s enjoyment of dancing is so great, he hopes to make a career of dancing or acting or theatre,
although he may go into physiotherapy for dancers.
Zakhary and his brother, as “The Wilson Brothers”, are reviewing Strictly Come Dancing weekly on ABC
radio, based in Saxmundham, at 10.30 am on Saturdays with Wayne Burns.
Well done Zakhary.

Spine Chillers
Four Year 9 students have been chosen to have some creative writing published in “Spine-Chillers 2021 Far From Home!” At the end of Year 8, they participated in a creative writing workshop on the activity
day whereby they wrote some mini sagas, a story told in just 100 words, that was packed full of tension,
spooky atmosphere and suspense. The four successful students who will have the opportunity to see
their work in print are:
Isabella Olink Whitemore
Harriet Gilmore
Sophie Greaves
Morgan Black
We look forward to reading your stories.
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Published in The Guardian
Laura Osborne Kember, 8G, wrote a beautiful article that was printed in The Guardian over the summer. Her
English teachers think it’s a fabulous piece of writing.
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Gecko Theatre Company
In September our A level Drama students were lucky enough to spend the day with Gecko
Theatre company, where they explored physical theatre to communicate emotion and narrative through
movement.
The workshop was very organic in its development. Explorations were led by Gecko’s Helen, planting
ideas and suggesting small starting points as a platform, but the material was all of our students own
original work.
The workshop was incredibly energetic, we took the students out of their comfort zones. But they
performed and explored with curiosity, confidence and mostly, a really great company ethos!
Well done!

Medication
Please would all parents, whose children have medication held at school, check that it is in date and
medical boxes are always topped up with supplies.
Thank you.
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Sponsored Walk 2021
On the last day of half term it was our biannual whole school sponsored walk.
Students and staff donned their best fancy
dress and walked the 8 mile course around
Woodbridge, each Year group leaving school at
set timings to avoid overcrowding the streets.
They had a well deserved lunch stop on
Kingston Field before completing the walk and
returning to school.
The comraderie and enjoyment was evident,
and passers-by were delighted to see them.
Sponsorship money is currently being collected
through ParentPay and we will update you
with the total and where it will go.

Year 7 Team Building Trip to Clip ‘n’
Climb
Throughout the week of Monday, 20th September – Friday,
24th September, the whole of Year 7 took part in team
building sessions at Clip ‘n’ Climb in Ipswich. Each form group
met bright and early in the bus park before being whisked
away to new challenges and fears being conquered.
The mornings were split into two sessions: a climbing session
on the walls alongside team building exercises in the café
where points meant prizes!
Team Work Makes the Dream Work
Against the clock, students had to work together in order to
succeed in different challenges and tasks. There were
cheerleaders, captains and key players in each group proving
that this Year 7 cohort are unstoppable.
Under the watchful eyes of the Clip ‘n’ Climb adjudicators,
Year 7 students took part in the following challenges:
Speed stacking – this was a great opportunity for students to
show off their team spirit as they took it in turns to build cup
towers against the clock. The shouts and cheers from this
event could be heard across the venue!
Bananagrams – students had to create as many words as
possible in order to be left with the least amount of unused
letter tiles. It is safe to say many of them left with whole
dictionaries in their minds. We even saw the word
antidisestablishmentarianism being used. Mind-bogglingly
impressive!
Jenga – a steady hand and focused mind was needed from
every player as their aim was to build the highest Jenga tower
before the time ran out. One wrong move and their hopes for
victory came crashing down. This event really tested the
students’ resilience and teamwork.
Hide-and-Seek Lego – students would see a Lego creation for
60 seconds and then it would be hidden for 60 seconds whilst
the team had to recreate it. Sounds simple? If only! Students
had to take it in turns to grab one piece at a time and be
exact in their placement. This event tested communication
and cooperation skills that Year 7 should be really proud of.
Rowing Race – students would huddle around the rowing
machine with each playing a pivotal part in the smooth
rowing of their teammates. Like a well-oiled machine, they
would have to switch roles every 30 seconds to maintain
momentum and outrow their rivals. F1 pit stop crews would
be in awe!
Reaching New Heights
The year group also had the opportunity to face their fears
and bond with their tutor group as they went climbing on the
spectacular walls Clip ‘n’ Climb have to offer.
Both teachers and Clip ‘n’ Climb staff alike were overwhelmed
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by the bravery, camaraderie and positivity the whole Year 7
cohort showed across the week. They had the opportunity
to climb for fun as well as compete in some climbing
challenges. Students who braved the Vertical Drop Slide
gained points for their tutor groups. As did those students
who stepped up to the challenge on the Stairway to Heaven
– most of whom reached the dizzy heights of 30 feet
without using their hands for balance!
It was so wonderful seeing students cheer each other on
from the ground as their friends climbed higher and higher.
Then, as students returned to the bottom, it was
heartwarming to see them all helping each other undo the
safety equipment and move to the next challenge.
The support networks the year group created that day will
stay with them throughout their time at Farlingaye. As will
the epic memories they made.
The Buzz from Students
Reflecting on the trip, some of the Year 7s said:
“Climbing to the top of the challenges was so exciting. I also
loved the team activities. Especially the Lego building and
rowing challenge.”
– Grace Davenport
“I enjoyed Clip ‘n’ Climb because I faced my fears and got to
the top on most of them!”
– Jake Simmons
“I really enjoyed the team building activities. I met new
people and learnt to work well with them. I also watched my
friends trying hard on the equipment and it looked like they
were very proud of themselves.”
– Emily Davey
Bursting with Pride
We could not be more proud of the Year 7 students for their
teamwork, bravery and behaviour throughout the week.
A special mention must go to 7I who were the tutor group
with the most points at the end of the week. Every member
of the form won a voucher for a free climbing session at Clip
‘n’ Climb and it is truly deserved.
The Year Team cannot wait to see the team spirit continue
from all of the tutor groups throughout the cohort’s time at
Farlingaye High School.
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Halloween Bake Off Sale
Our student charity committee have been busy this term. They ran a raffle in October and then organised
a baking competition/bake sale.
The Halloween baking competition was open to all students, and the response was phenomenal. With
nearly 60 entries the Staff Room was heaving with cakes and biscuits. The range of designs and flavours
was delightful and it was really difficult for the organisers to pick the winners.
Leanne Hawes 8Y was placed first with her beautifully decorated Pumpkin Graveyard cake.
Lily Baldry and Tahlia Mytton 9N came joint second and third places for their collaboration on the Spider
Web Purple cake.
The cakes and biscuits were then sold to staff at breaktime and students at lunchtime in the Library foyer.
The sale and raffle raised £491 for St Elizabeth’s Hospice and their “The Big Hoot” campaign.
Well done everyone.
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