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“Croquet is tough. People play for months because 
the rules are so bizarre. Those crazy English!” Jane 
Kaczmarek 

Head’s Message 
As we approach the end of the first half-term of the 
school year, it is notable how well students and staff at 
Farlingaye have settled into new routines and, while 
the current situation is not what any of us would want, 
it has been great to see that we are able to make the 
best of the situation together. Regular walks around 
the site have shown that the classroom experience for 
the great majority of lessons is much the same as it has 
always been – what we see every day is students 
working well and gaining ground. To help those who 
do need some support in order to catch up to where 
we would want them to be, there will a number of targeted subject-based sessions, 
starting after the half-term break. I would strongly encourage all students who do 
receive an invitation to attend these sessions and to make the most of the 
opportunities presented, and would ask parents and carers to support us by 
emphasising the advantages of engagement. It has also been great to see that 
attendance across the school remains good overall, and well above national 
average. We would ask all students to continue to attend every lesson that they 
can, as they all count. Where this is not possible for any reason, we will ensure that 
students have suitable work to do and support in making progress. 
It has been very encouraging to see opportunities for extra-curricular activity slowly 
starting to open up again, whether that is in sports (well done again to our amazing 
croquet team!), or technology (our endeavour projects are again underway), Duke 
of Edinburgh (expeditions continue and are going well), or subject-based trips or 
visits. We are also about to start recruiting for our Magistrates’ Court Mock Trial 
team, which will compete in a virtual court trial competition this year. It will be 
open to all Y9 students – more information will be given in tutor time immediately 
after half-term. 
Looking ahead to next half-term, we do need to acknowledge that the weeks 
running up to the Christmas break will be very different this year and this may be 
the time of year when we feel the temporary loss of ‘the Farlingaye way’ most 
acutely – there will be no big concerts in front of packed halls and churches, and no 
community outreach events. However, we will do the best we can to celebrate the 
festive period, relying both on the notion that necessity is the mother of invention 
and, as always, on the tremendous goodwill and commitment of our staff and 
students. There may be no panto – and, therefore, fewer opportunities for the 
members of Leadership Team to make fools of themselves in public – but there will 
still be fun and togetherness. 
I would like to wish all of our families a restful and enjoyable half-term break. 
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Seven Triathlons in Seven Days 
During the last week of the summer break I completed 7 
Triathlons in 7 Days for Cancer Research UK. My goal was 
to raise £1,000, which would help those going through 
similar experiences, with cancer, as my grandparents did. 
This original target was smashed as the amount totals at 
£3,950, as of now. It was a wonderful week, even though 
completing the 1-mile swim, 30km bike ride, and 5km run, 
each day, was physically challenging. However, the 
support from family and friends, by joining in during 
stages and donating, was amazing - which really 
motivated me. 
The swim was always my favourite part, as it's my 
favoured out of the 3 sports. However, on day 3, I had to 
swim back 200m to save the rescue boat, as he'd capsized, 
which was hilarious. Even people on the river wall were 
stopping to have a laugh. 
The most challenging part for me was the cycle ride. 
However, it was nice to be able to measure how fast I would complete the daily 30km route. The average 
speed on day 1 was 17.7mph, whereas on the last day I reached 21.2mph on average. 
Finally, the 5km run. Every day I was joined by friends/family, and on the last day we had 10 runners! The 
pace also varied each day, as I would run the route in 27 minutes during some days but 22 minutes the 
next.  
My first aim - just being able to complete this challenge - was really an understatement to what we have 
achieved. Without the huge amount of support, the whole event wouldn't be as successful as it has been. 
So, a big thank you to everyone who helped! 

Archie Brigginshaw Y12 

Croquet Champions—

Again! 
Our wonderful year 13 croquet trio 
competed in the National Schools 
Championships this weekend in Watford. 
It was their 7th and final Championships 
and they were aiming for their sixth team 
title! As you can see from the photo, they 
had an amazing weekend! The team 
(Albie Willett, Ryan Grey and Eden Rogers) 
came first and Albie won overall.  
In many years to come I'm sure people 
will wonder how a state school in Suffolk 
managed to win 6 years in a row and has 
their name engraved on a huge trophy in 
amongst some rather prestigious schools! 
They have been wonderful ambassadors 
for the school over the years.  
Miss Alexander 



Follow us on twitter@farlingayehigh 

Farlingaye Photographers 
During the lockdown we ran a little competition for our very creative and talented Farlingaye 
Photographers on Our Farlingaye_Creatives Instagram page based on the theme of ‘Journeys during the 
lockdown’. I had lots of really fantastic images to choose from so asked a Photographer friend of mine 
to choose a winner and 2 runners up. Which are as follows. The winner will receive a £10 Amazon gift 
voucher and the 2 runners up £5 Amazon gift vouchers. 
1 - Dandelion head. Cherry Button Year 7 (now Year 8) 
Runners up  
Trees. Madeleine Rea, Year 9 (Now Year 10 
Shoes. Mathilda Hering, Year 8 (now Year 9) 
Well done to everyone who entered, there were some really fabulous images. 
Miss Maddams 

Thank you for the music 

Lockdown has taken its toll on all of us, for many different reasons, but one of the things that stood out in 
particular to me was the loss of musical ensembles. The plethora of music at school can easily be taken 
for granted, but choirs, orchestras and bands have been sorely missed by Farlingaye students this year. As 
restrictions were eased during the summer, small-scale garden rehearsing eventually became possible, 
which was a welcome relief for our student-teacher band, The Glass Thistles. 
Our ensemble, comprising of me, my sister Katya, Laura Hussey and Farlingaye teachers Dr Harrison, Ms 
Klimova and Mrs Smith, set ourselves the goal of recording several songs in the familiar surrounds of my 
family’s garden in Woodbridge. Battling the vagaries of the British weather and ever-darkening evenings, 
we recorded two songs on a coronavirus theme. Bad Hair Year was a celebration of our collective 
scruffiness as hairdressers closed this spring, while Two Trees acknowledged the human cost of the 
pandemic, particularly to older people who have lost life-partners. My parents were more than happy to 
host and we were pleased to also record their favourite song, You and Me.  
It was so much fun to be able to hold rehearsals in my garden. With hot cups of tea and good company, it 
also felt reassuringly normal. With an uncertain future ahead of us, I really hope that musical activities 
both in and out of school might resume as soon as it is safe. This has definitely been a year to realise how 
important music is to me and to other students, and the positive impact that it has on our lives.  
Sukey Bathgate (Year 13) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-BvirgVPCdQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zGKZ4PTUME
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XP0l8ib4P0E
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Teacher Training 
As a school we are delighted to share the exciting news 
that we are to become a Teacher Training Provider.  
Further to our recent accreditation from the 
Department of Education to become our own SCITT we 
are delighted to share with you the new website for EAST SCITT.   https://www.eastscitt.co.uk/ 
Please share this with your anyone who may be interested in becoming a teacher such as friends and family 
in order to spread the word.   
We will be promoting and recruiting to our Primary & Secondary programmes for the Academic Year 2021-
2022 immediately, with all applications being accepted from 13th October 2020.  Full details of our 
programmes, opportunities for potential applicants and how to apply can be found on the website.   
As a Multi Academy Trust (EAST) and a school, we have always been committed to training the next 
generation of teachers and have been involved in a variety of other programmes,  We are the first school 
provider in Suffolk to be offering such a route into the profession and we are excited to support those 
thinking about teaching.  
We are hosting an online Thinking of Teaching event at 7pm on Tuesday 10 November 2020, so please do 
book on to this either via the website or by contacting Jenny Ellis on 07709 138257, if it's relevant to you. In 
the meantime, should you wish to contact us please get in touch with myself at the school and I’d be very 
pleased to assist.  
Mr Smith, Deputy Headteacher 

School Sponsored Walk – September 2019 

Last September, the students and staff all participated in the bi-annual Sponsored Walk. This is a very 
popular event where the students walk a total of 8 miles down to Woodbridge and along the river, 
stopping for a picnic lunch at Kingston Fields and then returning with a walk back to school. The students 
are encouraged to wear fancy dress and there are prizes to be won for taking part. It is a great fun day and 
everyone enjoys it.  Senior Leadership Team were all dressed as Star Wars characters for the day. A grand 
total of just over £18,000 was raised by the students from this event and as is always the case, a large sum 
is given to the school to buy essential items, in this case it was for computer equipment and PE items, 
whilst the rest was distributed to various charities selected and voted for by the students themselves.   
Just before the school had Lock-Down, the students were given the chance to vote for which charities they 
would like to support and the 
four charities, who each 
received sizable donations, 
were: 
 WWF Australian Fire Appeal 
 Just 42 
 Young Minds 
 Cancer Research 
All the charities concerned were 
given their donations in the 
summer during the school Lock-
Down period and have all 
written to give their thanks to 
the students and staff for 
generously supporting their 
respective charities.  
Mrs Ling, Headteacher’s PA  

https://www.eastscitt.co.uk/
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Premises 
The Caretaker team have distributed furniture and equipment to prepare for the safe return of students 
and staff for the new term.  They have also been involved in the Covid protection work detailed in our risk 
assessments.  They continue to support the cleaning team where possible.  Our painter has completed 
the external windows and doors in technology and Science and is now working on the front of school. 
The cleaning team are busy with enhanced cleaning of areas and cleaning every teacher desk whenever 
there is a handover.  They are also busy collecting the extra litter now that more students are eating 
outside.  We have also recruited two new team members and welcome back our student cleaners. 
Our catering team have doubled in numbers due to the extra students using the Main Kitchen and Sixth 
Form Centre.  We look forward to the return of all catering staff as soon as we are able to feed more 
students.  
During the past three months we have supervised contractors who have repaired windows, boilers, locks, 
CCTV throughout the site, maintenance of the grounds and annual servicing of all our equipment.  You 
may have noticed the largest of the tasks was to prepare for the roofing works which start on 21 
September and the roofers will be on site until January 2021.  
We appreciate the help given by other staff to the departments above. 

PASCH Scholarships 
After a demanding application process, Matilda Nunn in year 12 and Sebastian Mobee and Caroline 
White, both in Year 13, were chosen as winners of this year's PASCH scholarships. PASCH is a global 
network of schools set up by the German Foreign Office to support the teaching and learning of German. 
Due to the current Covid restrictions, this summer's PASCH scholarships were moved online. Our students 
received daily German tuition, worked collaboratively with other students of German around the world 
and completed a variety of projects around the theme of sustainability. Matilda Nunn described her 
experience as follows: 
Der Online-Pasch-Jugendkurs war ein tolles Erlebnis. Die Kurs war interaktiv und informativ und ich habe 
dadurch meine Deutschkenntnisse sehr verbessert. Es gab viele verschiedene Aktivitäten, was bedeutet 
hat, dass die Schüler nie gelangweilt waren. Die ganze Kurs hat Spaß gemacht, aber mein Lieblingsthema 
war die Umwelt. Wir haben z.B. viel über Nachhaltigkeit gelernt, was ich wichtig und positiv finde. Am 
Ende des Kurses habe ich so viel mehr deutsche Wörter und Sätze gekannt. Außerdem habe ich neue 
Freunde aus aller Welt gefunden. Der Kurs war eine tolle Gelegendheit und ich würde ihn bestimmt 
Anderen empfehlen. 
The online PASCH course for young people was a great experience. The course was interactive and 
informative, and I improved my knowledge of German a lot. There were many different activities, which 
meant that the participants were never bored. The entire course was a lot of fun, but my favourite topic 
was the environment. We learned a lot about sustainability for example, which I find important and 
positive. At the end of the course I knew so many more German words and phrases. Also, I found new 
friends from all over the world. The course was a fantastic opportunity and I would definitely recommend 
it to others. 
PASCH scholarships applications are open to Farlingaye students in KS4 and KS5. Interested students can 
obtain further information from Mrs Green, the Farlingaye PASCH coordinator. Participants are selected, 
following an application process run by the Goethe Institut London. 

Naming Clothing 
Please name all coats, jumpers and bags that students bring into school.   
This helps us return possessions to their owners as quickly as possible. 
Thank you. 
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Chief Scout Gold Report 
Over the summer/ lockdown I have achieved my chief scout gold award through 5th Woodbridge Sea Scouts 
(5WSS). To get this I had to get all of my challenge badges: Adventure, Creative, Expedition, Outdoor, 
Personal, Skills, Team Leader, Team Work and World Challenge Badges. 
To earn my expedition badge we had to plan an expedition from Tunstall to Shingle Street on bikes. Our route 
was mainly off road which made it really sandy in places. Luckily, we had no punctures and ended off with a 
swim. The total distance of our route was 21 Km or 13 miles.  
My other highlights were the night hike at Sutton Heath; we got to watch a thunder and lightning storm while 
staying dry. Whilst camping in the garden we worked as a team to construct a trebuchet (giant catapult) by 
square lashing poles together. We used elastic cord to fire water balloons onto the trampoline. One of our 
other tasks was to create a camp t-shirt using bleach and a black t-shirt. It was harder than we thought.  
Jamie Whittle 

Eplatform.  
All students, year 7-13 can use eplatform, it’s a free service that you can access from home. 
 
Go to https://farlingaye.eplatform.co/  all you have to do is click on the link.  
Students can log in using their school email address and the password is library1. 
 
Mrs Mason  
https://farlingaye.eplatform.co/ 

https://farlingaye.eplatform.co/
https://farlingaye.eplatform.co/
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