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Dear Parent/Carer, 

As I am sure you are aware, there has been much concern expressed nationally and locally 

over the past few months about the rise in knife crime that has affected young people, and 

the link between this rise and developments in the distribution and selling of illegal drugs. 

Concerns about the drugs trade and the violence and exploitation linked to it have been 

prevalent in some parts of our major cities for some time, but the recent development of the 

County Lines phenomenon has highlighted that young people in small towns and villages far 

from London, Manchester or Glasgow may be impacted by these issues. It has certainly been 

confirmed by local police forces that illegal drugs are increasingly available to young people 

in Woodbridge and the surrounding area, and Farlingaye, like every school in the local area, 

has to be aware of the possible impact of the development of the local drug trade on our 

students. We must also be aware that the constant coverage of knife crime in the media, and 

the fear that they may be at risk of harm from someone carrying a weapon, may influence 

some young people to be more likely to carry weapons themselves. As the statistics suggest, 

carrying a weapon yourself is likely to significantly increase the risk that you will be injured or 

killed by a weapon. I think that it would be sensible for the parents and carers of students at 

Farlingaye to be aware of this concern, and to discuss the matter with their child. To that end, 

we have attached leaflets recently distributed to us by Suffolk Police, which should prompt a 

raising of awareness of the issues at hand, and should give parents and carers a good starting 

point for discussion. 

We are continuing to work closely with the local police and other agencies to gather 

information about the risks associated with drugs and weapons that we can distribute to 

students (e.g. through the recent Theatre in Education sessions for students focusing on the 

County Lines phenomenon). Much of our education work relating to drugs increasingly 

focuses on the impact of drug use on individuals and on communities.  

As we seek to protect all students, and the community as a whole, from the risks involved 

with illegal and harmful activity, we will use sanctions firmly and consistently if students are 

involved in drug use or – more seriously – the distribution of drugs, or the carrying of 

weapons. Students should be aware that involvement in behaviour that harms other 

students, or puts them at serious risk of harm, could lead to very severe sanctions, including  

 



– where necessary – permanent exclusion. Students will already have been given this message 

but it will be repeated and emphasised in upcoming assemblies. In order to minimise risk, we 

will also conduct searches of bags and belongings where this is appropriate. If you or other 

parents/carers do have any specific information that you feel could usefully lead to a targeted 

search, we would be very interested to hear it.  

I would like to stress that all the indicators we have, suggest that the great majority of 

students at Farlingaye are not involved in any harmful behaviour, and to thank you for your 

very active support in delivering our messages about the importance of maintaining that 

position. It is vital that school and home work together to help our students make good, 

healthy choices that will support their success and wellbeing. If you have any further 

comments on this matter, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Kind regards, 

 

Andrew Sievewright 
Headteacher 
Farlingaye High School 
 

Enclosed: 2 leaflets sent to the school by the police for information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 


