
 
 
 
 
 
 
JP/MW 

 
 
7th September 2017 

 
Dear parent/carer 
 
I hope that your son/daughter has done well in their AS exams and are now enjoying the 
continuation of their A level Biology course.  
 
As part of the A Level Biology course, students must complete a number of required practicals as 
set out by the exam boards. One of these practicals is ecological fieldwork which we plan to carry 
out over two days in the autumn term this year.  
 
The fieldwork will be carried out at RSPB Minsmere, a nature reserve on the Suffolk coast and 
therefore requires transport by coach. Unfortunately students are not allowed to use their own 
transport due to insurance implications. This is an excellent opportunity to see an area of 
outstanding beauty with rare animals, plants and ecosystems. The area has been used recently 
for the BBC show Springwatch. While there students will complete a number of field studies 
looking at the distribution of species and the environmental factors which affect their populations. 
They will also be able to learn first-hand about the work that goes on at the reserve to conserve 
and protect a number of rare and endangered species of plants and animals. The data the 
students collect will actually be helping the volunteers and staff at Minsmere to monitor the health 
of these important ecosystems. 
 
The dates of the trip will be Tuesday 3rd October and Thursday 5th October. Students would need 
to attend both as we are completing different activities on either day. The fieldwork will be a great 
opportunity for students to learn skills and acquire knowledge directly linked to the specification 
they are studying. There is however no requirement for students to attend the fieldwork. If they 
cannot attend for whatever reason these skills and content will be taught at school in a classroom 
environment. 
 
As with all school trips there is a certain amount of risk. In this instance students will be travelling 
a short distance by coach and conducting fieldwork near the coast. At the site students will be told 
not to attempt to enter the sea as the currents are always particularly strong. We will also advise 
students about the risks of handling living organisms and ensure this is done safely and 
hygienically. We expect full cooperation from the students regarding this, to ensure everybody’s 
safety when on site.  
 
The coach will be leaving the school at approximately 9.00am and returning by 4.00pm on both 
days. The students will need to bring lunch and drink. In case of changeable weather we also 
recommend students bring sun cream, hats and waterproof jackets as appropriate. There is a 
small café and a shop that we will visit at the end of the day before setting off if students wish to.  
 
The cost of the trip is £35, to cover entry to the reserve, transport, staffing and insurance costs. If 
there are any issues regarding this please contact Mr Lampard, Head of Sixth Form, at the school 
who can look at whether your son/daughter can claim this cost back.  
 
 



Please make payment via ParentPay by Thursday 21st September, you do not need to return the 
consent form. As payment is made you will be asked to consent to the following: 
 
I consent to my child taking part in this activity. I acknowledge that the staff will be liable in 
the event of any accident only if they have failed to take reasonable care of my child during 
the visit.  
 
I consent to my child receiving medical treatment which, in the opinion of a qualified 
medical practitioner, may be necessary. 
 
Please note that as per our Finance Policy we are no longer able to accept cash payments over 
£20. 
 
If you pay by cheque, please complete the attached reply slip and return with payment by 
Thursday 21st September to the Sports Centre Office, which is open between 8.55 – 9.25am and 
11.05 – 11.25am. If you haven’t already completed a generic consent form, please also fill this out 
and return it with payment. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further information. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr J Parks 
Head of Biology 



THIS SLIPS ONLY NEEDS TO BE RETURNED IF YOU ARE PAYING BY 
CHEQUE 
 
Please return to Sports Centre Office at Farlingaye High School prior to the 21st 

September 2017 

 

Farlingaye High School Biology Field Trip RSPB Minsmere 

 

I would like my son/daughter to be a part of the above trip.  I have read the letter from Mr 
Parks which outlines the details of the visit and am aware of the proposed dates and cost of the 
sessions. I consent to my child taking part in this activity. I acknowledge that the staff will be liable 
in the event of any accident only if they have failed to take reasonable care of my child during the 
visit. I consent to my child receiving medical treatment which, in the opinion of a qualified medical 
practitioner, may be necessary.  

 

I have enclosed payment of £35 (please make cheques payable to Farlingaye High School) 

and understand that this is non-returnable, unless the trip was cancelled.  

 
 
Name of Student: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Signed:  ________________________________ Date: _____________________ 
 

 

 


