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Welcome…

 What have we done so far

 Raising Awareness

 Supporting our Community

 Next Steps



To Date…
 Policy

 Drugs & Gangs Awareness Co-ordinator

 Parent/Carer Evenings

 Alter Ego shows to all students 

 Links with police/council

 Police Assemblies

 Police support – reintegration meetings

 Support postcards/posters

 Sixth Form lessons and working group – PC Stordie

 The Student Hub

 Links with outside support agencies

 Work with individual students

 Duties

 Half Termly Update to staff
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County Lines 

awareness

Additional 

Studies



Entrance Activity

• Discuss the following;

– Have you ever been in a situation where 

drugs were openly being taken

– Under what circumstances did you/would you 

say yes?

– What drugs education have you previously 

recieved, whan and what did you think about 

it?

– Why do you think people take drugs?



Also…….

• Do you think about products you use and 

where they come from?

• Do you support products that are tested on 

animals?

• Do you support free range and fair trade 

goods?

• How do you feel about destruction of the 

rain forest and palm oil production?



Your community

• Ipswich has a few well established 

gangs, you may have heard about J 

block and Nacton.

• There are also smaller gangs operating and fighting for 

position locally

• This is being aggravated further by County Lines



The name ‘County Line’ refers to the phone 

number (line) used by urban gangs to control and 

facilitate drug dealing in more rural locations.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ILaguFXHr4

What is a County Line?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ILaguFXHr4


What is a gang?

A relatively durable, predominantly street-based group of 

young people who

• (1) see themselves (and are seen by others) as a 

discernible group,

• (2) engage in a range of criminal activity and 

violence, 

• (3) identify with or lay claim over territory, 

• (4) have some form of identifying structural 

feature and;  

• (5) are in conflict with other, similar, gangs

(Dying to Belong, 2009) 



• County lines are operating in Suffolk

• The number of county lines operating in Suffolk 

varies at any give time 

• Two known gangs J Block and Nacton 

• Drill music

• We are seeing an increase in the number of 

young children linked to gang related offending 

and county lines. 

• Gang related sexual exploitation

The Suffolk Picture



• Presenting with physical injuries and or refusal to seek/ receive medical 
treatment

• Associating with peers who are involved / suspected to be involved in 
gang related activity

• Refuses to go into or  scared to enter certain areas

• Expressing aggressive or intimidating views towards  other groups of 
young people ( some of whom may have been friends in the past)

• Multiple mobile phones / frequent change of phone number

• Frequently missing or missing for periods of time

• Travelling around a lot – train tickets / seen in taxi’s regularly / being 
seen in cars (often hire cars), possibly with unknown adults, on a regular 
basis

• In possession of large amounts of unexplained money

• New clothes / trainers

• Drug related or violent offending involving weapons

• Sibling involvement 

What are the signs?



Paul Mckenzie interviews drug 

dealer who targets the youth to 

sell their drugs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=b_TP7PCPii8

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b_TP7PCPii8


A story that has stuck with 

me……
A 16 year old boy in Ipswich was approached by 19 year old asking him to just drop off a 

small package to an address not far away. He was offered a small quantity of Cannabis 

for personal use in exchange. The boy hoped on his scooter and passed the package on, 

returning the older boy who thanked him, paid him and offered him other gifts for future 

jobs.

This process continued a few times, sometimes being asked to pick up the money as well 

but always concluded with drugs or trainers or other gifts to the 16 year old.

One day the amount to be delivered increased considerably but the boy took the drugs 

and stashed them on his moped as usual. 

As he drove round the corner of his round 3 people pulled him from his moped, beat him 

up and stole the drugs from him. On returning to his usual contact to explain what 

happened he was told the drugs were his responsibility and that he now owed £400 for 

the missing drugs.

At this point he 16 year old who had no other means of earnings was trapped into 

working on more and more drops at with more and more risky situations just to work off 

his debt…





Weapon carrying – only for 

idiots?
• Discuss

– Do you, have you, would you?

– Why do you think people do?

• Police line……just don’t!!!!



Specific drugs
• Do you know what each of these are, what they 

look like, how you take them, what the short 

terms and long term effects?

– Cannabis

– Cocaine

– MDMA

– Ketamin

– Pills

– NOS

– Legal highs

• All of these are easily available locally 

https://www.talktofrank.com/drugs-a-z


Strengths!!!!!!

• In your parents generation the strains of 

cannabis and “ecstasy” (MDMA) were 

much weaker, 

• They are soooooo much stronger today, 

this not only has the effect of stronger 

short term effects but a much deeper, long 

term impact on mental health



Individuality of effects
Different people are affected in different ways and with 

differing short and long term effects

Mark Hennessy was 40 when he took ecstasy before a night out. A month later 

he woke up on life-support ...

One evening I got home from work and got changed. And that's it. That's all I 

remember. A month later when I woke up I didn't even know I had left the house. I felt 

like the gig was about to start. I knew nothing about being in a coma, or my mum and 

brother deciding not to turn off my life-support machine. I didn't hear the discussions 

about what might happen if I woke up. I certainly did not know about my mum and 

brother being told on three occasions that I might die.

It transpired that I had taken powdered ecstasy, or MDMA, before going into Heaven. 

No one knows how much, except me, and I can't remember. The friend who was with 

me that night, and who ultimately saved my life, recalls me dancing oddly and being a 

bit unsteady. Thankfully, she had the sense to get me outside and call an ambulance. 

Soon I was unable to stand and, to all intents and purposes, I lay dead in her arms 

outside Heaven.



The problem of unregulated 

industries
• No Price control

• No quality control

• You have no idea what you are buying

• No refunds or guarantees 



The police

• Powers stop and search

– Police have been given the powers to stop 

and search with far less justification, they can 

and will if they have information or suspicion.

– From this they can confiscate drugs and 

weapons in any quantities but also arrest and 

charge if they deem appropriate

– This includes personal belongings and 

vehicles



What to do

• Like most things in life its not great to 

bottle things up……..

• Your teachers 

• Fearless

• The Police



3 clear points
• The police are there to help

– They are generally more interested in people 

further up the chain than you

– The have resources to help, protect and support 

you

• Drug dealers & gangs are not your friends

– They are interested in their own profits, safety, 

lifestyle, 

• Don’t be a passenger

– if you are concerned speak to someone



If You Have Concerns 

• Call 999 - if there is immediate 
danger to someone, crime is in 
progress, you need police help 
immediately, someone is using 
violence or threatening violence, 
serious damage is or could be 
caused to property, a potential 
criminal has been disturbed or 
stopped

• Call 101 – to report a crime that has 
already happened, seek crime 
prevention advice or make the police 
aware of any policing issues in your 
area.

Online reporting form on police website
to include reporting non-urgent crimes 
including making the police aware of any 
policing issues in your area. 
https://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-
us/report-something

Customer First - Emergency safeguarding 
concerns call 

03456 066 167.

https://www.suffolk.police.uk/contact-us/report-something


If You Have Concerns 

• Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111 
anonymous 24/7 phone number, that 
people can call to pass on 
information about crime; alternatively 
people can send information 
anonymously via the Giving 
Information Form. You don't have to 
give your name or any of your 
personal details. Calls are not traced, 
IP addresses are not tracked 
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/

• Fearless.org  
https://www.fearless.org/en

Use our secure online form to give us 
any information about crime 100% 
anonymously. 

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
- 365 days a year.

• Missing People SafeCall service 

Missing People is the only charity in the UK 
which is dedicated to bringing missing children 
and adults back together with their families.
www.missingpeople.org.uk

SafeCall Telephone:          020 8392 5710

SafeCall E-mail:      
SafeCall@missingpeople.org.uk

24/7 Helpline:                       116 000

24/7 Helpline E-mail:      
116000@missingpeople.org.uk

https://crimestoppers-uk.org/give-information/give-information-online/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
https://www.fearless.org/en
http://www.missingpeople.org.uk/
mailto:SafeCall@missingpeople.org.uk
mailto:116000@missingpeople.org.uk


If You Have Concerns 

• Suffolk Safeguarding Children Board
http://www.suffolkscb.org.uk/parents-and-carers/gangs/

• The Children’s Society - If you're a parent worried 
about your child being criminally exploited, you 
can read our guidance.

• NSPCC - Email help@nspcc.org.uk or call   0808 
800 5000

• Family Lives - Confidential helpline: 0808 800 2222

http://www.suffolkscb.org.uk/parents-and-carers/gangs/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-we-do/helping-children/county-lines-resources
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/staying-safe-away-from-home/gangs-young-people/?_t_id=1B2M2Y8AsgTpgAmY7PhCfg%3d%3d&_t_q=gangs&_t_tags=language:en,siteid:7f1b9313-bf5e-4415-abf6-aaf87298c667&_t_ip=10.99.66.5&_t_hit.id=Nspcc_Web_Models_Pages_StandardPage/_88310620-2993-453f-a775-0d845638a32c_en-GB&_t_hit.pos=1
mailto:help@nspcc.org.uk
tel:08088005000
http://www.familylives.org.uk/advice/teenagers/behaviour/gangs/


If You Have Concerns 

The Parent Hub

• The Parent Hub on Suffolk County Council's 
website, is a source of parenting advice and 
support for parents and carers to help with their 
child's development.

• For more information please 

visit: www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-
learning/the-parent-hub/

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/the-parent-hub/
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-and-learning/the-parent-hub/


If You Have Concerns 

Diversion Programme

• This voluntary programme is designed to offer help and support to 
young people aged 8 – 17yrs who are at risk of offending and anti-
social behaviour

• The Diversion Programme offers a variety of tailored support 
services to young people and their families.

• We accept referrals from Children and Young People's Services; 
educational establishments; the police and parents / carers.

• Diversion Programme leaflet (PDF)

• https://www.suffolkyos.co.uk/diversion/making-a-referral

https://www.suffolkyos.co.uk/diversion/making-a-referral
https://www.suffolkyos.co.uk/uploads/Diversion-Programme-leaflets.pdf
https://www.suffolkyos.co.uk/diversion/making-a-referral




Feedback on this……

• We are looking at versions of this lesson 

to be delivered further down the school to 

raise awareness.

• If you have any feedback on this session 

please let either your additional studies 

teacher, Mr Howlett or your year team 

know.


