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24th May 2019 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award: Route planning day, Saturday 8th June 2019 

Thank you for your support in getting participants to and from the practice expeditions.  It went really well 
on both expedition 1 and 2, despite the challenges of the wet and windy weather.  Hopefully the assessment 
expeditions in June will be drier and warmer. 

This is a reminder that the route planning day for both qualifying expeditions 1 and 2 will be on Saturday 8th 
June 2019.  This date has already been published in the introductory letter which you received in October, so 
shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone.  We will run the day from 10am until 3pm in the Technology block at 
school.  As the participants have already gone through the process for their practice expedition, it is likely 
that they will take less time to complete it this session, so may be finished well before 3pm.  It is important 
that all participants take part in the route planning as it is one of the 20 conditions they have to meet in 
order to fulfil the requirements of the expedition section. 

Another date in the calendar is the optional drop-in kit check, details below: 

Thu 13/6/2019, New Hall 6.30-8.00 pm - NOW CANCELLED 

In my opinion, this will no longer be necessary as most participants did well on equipment choice for the 
practice.  Those whose equipment wasn’t quite right were able to borrow school equipment, e.g. rucksacks 
too small, no waterproofs, etc.  I also think the groups were able to learn from the practice and will be able 
to make sensible modifications to their equipment choices based on their experiences.  If anyone would still 
like some advice on equipment, or need to borrow some from school, please do get in touch.  Even though 
the weather may this time be warm and dry, waterproofs are still essential kit, which must be carried by 
all.  Sun hats and sun protection cream are also essential for June. 

Cont’d  



Here is a reminder of the dates for the qualifying expeditions.  Details of group start/end points and timings 
will follow in due course when we have completed the route planning session.  Both expeditions take place 
from Ramsholt to Snape (or vice versa) with camping in the grounds of Butley Village Hall. 

Bronze Qualifying expedition 1  Sat/Sun 15-16 June 2019    

Bronze Qualifying expedition 2  Sat/Sun 22-23 June 2019  

Full payment of £130 for the Bronze DofE Award should now have been made by everyone.  You can check 
your balance on the ParentPay website.  Please make sure you have completed all payments before the 
qualifying expeditions.   
 
We are planning to hold a certificate evening in September to celebrate the achievements of our current 
Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh's Award participants.  Participants and their parents/carers will be 
invited to this event, which is planned for Thursday 26th September 2019 in the New Hall from 6.30-8pm.  
This may change as next year’s calendar is finalised and you will be advised of the confirmed date by the end 
of this school year/start of next year.  
 
All participants should have completed their activities and had all evidence signed off and approved before 
this date.  Anyone who has not completed the required activities and supplied the correct evidence, will 
unfortunately not be invited to this event.  Additionally, it will not be possible for anyone who has started on 
Bronze this year, but not completed, to move onto Silver in Year 11.  Participants can still complete their 
Bronze award in their own time (until their 25th birthday) and will still receive their certificate and badge, 
although not at a scheduled event. 
 
Once again, thank you for your support and for encouraging your son/daughter to keep up with their 
volunteering, physical and skills section activities and submitting evidence to their edofe.org portfolio.  We 
have held a number of sessions for participants about using the online eDofE system and submitting 
evidence, however if anyone is still unsure about the timescales, evidence required or submission of 
evidence, please do get in touch. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
Mr C Shaw 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Manager 
 
Email: cshaw@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 
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