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Dear Parent/Carer,  

Re:   Important Update for Year 8 Students 

I am sorry to have to write to you during the school holidays. I had hoped that my letter to you on the last day of 
last term would have provided a definitive explanation of the arrangements for the start of term in January. 
However, as you may well have seen, there have been further changes to the statutory guidance provided by the 
Government to schools in relation to the start of term.  

Return to lessons  

During the school weeks beginning Tuesday 5th January and Monday 11th January, Y8 students will access all 
lessons ‘live’ through Teams, and they will follow their normal timetable. The lesson start times for Y8 are as 
follows, as already noted in our letter of 18th December:  
 
Period 1: 9.35  

Period 2: 11.25  

Period 3: 1.25  

Arrangements for these lessons will be as outlined in our letter of the 18th December 2020. 

Please note that pastoral support will be provided for Y8s during the week beginning 11th January, as follows:  

• Monday 11th January – Leadership Team Assembly. A link will be emailed to all Y8 students, and should 
be accessed at 9.05  

• Wednesday 13th January – Tutor time session via Teams, starting at 9.05  
• Thursday 14th January – Year Team Assembly. A link will be emailed to all Y8 students, and should be 

accessed at 9.05.  
• Friday 15th January – Tutor time session via Teams, starting at 9.05.  

The Government’s guidance currently states that Y8 students will return to school for face-to-face lessons 
from 18th January.  

Y8 students who are the children of critical workers, or who have certain specific needs, and who are attending 
school during the week beginning 5th January, can also do so during the week beginning 11th January. Please 
contact Mr Read at Farlingaye (tread@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk) if you wish your child to attend school during the 
week beginning 11th January, providing your child’s name and form, and information on which days they will 
attend.   

Please note that school staff will contact the families of those students with specific needs that we believe should 
attend school during the week beginning 11th January. This contact will be made during the week beginning 4th 
January.   
 
School transport will operate as normal during the school weeks beginning 5th and 11th January.  
 
Those families whose Y8 child receives free school meals will be sent a Co-op voucher to the value of £15 per 
Farlingaye child to cover the week beginning 11th January. These vouchers will be posted first-class before 11th 
January.  

If you have any questions about the return of Y8 students to school next term, please contact me at Farlingaye 
and I will arrange for you to receive a response on or before the PD Day on 4th January.   
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NHS Test and Trace: COVID-19 testing for staff and students  

In line with Government requirements, during the Spring Term we will be testing all staff and students who want to 
participate, using ‘lateral flow’ (LF) tests. We will begin this testing when we are able to do so safely and 
efficiently, and will aim to be ready to begin as close to the start of term as possible.    
 
Those taking the test will be supervised by trained staff. The LF tests can be carried out quickly and easily using a 
swab of the nose and throat. Please note that, as part of the testing process, 11-15 year olds may self-swab 
(swab their own nose/throat) with supervision of an appropriate member of staff if the school has the consent of 
the relevant parent or guardian. Young people aged 16+ may self-swab, provided the site staff are satisfied that 
they are ‘Gillick Competent’ (able to consent to their own medical treatment without parent or guardian present).  
 
Results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be shared directly with staff and pupils participating. 
Where participants are under 16, parents or legal guardians will also be informed of the results.  
 
If you are happy for your child to be tested, please fill in the consent form that will be sent to parents and 
carers via Schoolcomms on 4th January, in cases where the age and circumstances of the students 
involved make this necessary. To aid with the planning of the testing process, it is very important that you 
complete the form as soon as you receive it. 

The information that we have been given suggests that the LF tests will be very helpful in keeping students and 
staff safe at school: in validation studies conducted by Oxford University and Public Health England, they were 
shown to be as accurate in identifying a case as a PCR test (99.68% specificity). The LF tests have lower 
sensitivity than PCR tests but they are reportedly better at picking up cases when a person has higher viral load, 
hence the need to test frequently.   
 
All testing will, of course, be offered free of charge.  
 
With further information due to come through to us over the next week, we are still in the process of organising the 
testing process and will share further details with you and students as soon as we are able to do so.  

Thank you for your attention to this important update and all best wishes to you and your family for the New Year 
ahead.  

Yours sincerely,  

Dr Andy Sievewright, 
Headteacher 

 


