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Dear Parent/Carer,  

As some of you will already have seen, the Government and Ofqual have today published additional information 
for students, staff and families regarding the awarding of exam grades in 2020.  

The links to the key documents are as follows:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/direction-issued-to-the-chief-regulator-of-ofqual  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/how-gcses-as-a-levels-will-be-awarded-in-summer-2020  
 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/877830/Letter_t
o_students_-_Summer_2020_grading.pdf  
 
The third link here is to a letter to students, published by Ofqual today. We have sent a copy of this letter to all Y11 
and Y13 students, using their school email accounts. Please discuss this letter with them to ensure that they have 
understood its contents.  
 
The documents make it clear that the awarding of grades will be carried out by the exam boards, which will have 
set processes in place for arriving at the final grade. There is a very important role for schools in this process, 
which is the providing of estimated grades based on evidence of work, progress and engagement. Schools are 
also required to rank order all students from the centre who have the same estimated grade in any one 
qualification. Faculty and subject teams will work on this over the next few weeks, in time to meet the 
Government’s May 29th deadline for the submission of this information.  
 
Please do note the following instruction from the documents. It is important that all students and families 
understand that school have been issued with this very clear guidance, which prohibits any member of staff from 
revealing any information about estimated grades or rank ordering:   
 
Centres must not, under any circumstances, share the centre assessment grades nor the rank order of students 
with students, or their parents/carers or any other individuals outside the centre, before final results have been 
issued.  
 
The usual GDPR regulations – which would normally allow any student to ask for disclosure of data that we hold 
relating directly to them – have been suspended in this case. 

The information about estimated grades must stay with the school and the exam boards. I would, therefore, ask all 
Y11 and Y13 students and their families to refrain from contacting staff at the school to ask about estimated 
grades. Staff will, I can assure you, do their absolute utmost to ensure that all the estimated grades and rank 
ordering we submit will be fair, accurate and based on strong evidence.   
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I would also like to ask students and their families to note that we have not been asked to submit mock grades, 
and that mock grades, while useful as indicators of where a student is at a particular point in the school year, are 
not more important in helping us to make final decisions than any other piece of evidence – in fact, they are likely 
to be significantly less important than evidence such as completed or nearly completed coursework and recently 
completed practice answers. Please do not be anxious about the impact of mock results on the decision-making, 
and please do not contact individual teachers to discuss these.  
 
If, having looked through the relevant documents, you have any questions or concerns about the process of 
awarding grades to be used this year, do contact me at Farlingaye.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
Dr Andy Sievewright  
Headteacher   

 
 


