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April 2018 
 
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 
 
 

GCSE Geography Fieldwork 
 

 
Your son/daughter is currently studying Geography in Year 10, with a view to sitting the 
General Certificate in Secondary Education (GCSE) examination in the summer of 2018.  As 
part of the requirements of the Geography GCSE, all candidates have to undertake two 
fieldwork studies incorporating one from both the physical and human sides of the course.  
Therefore the Geography Department is organising two fieldwork activity days on the 18th and 
21st May. 
 
Both fieldwork studies will form part of the Paper 3 examination entitled “Geographical 
application” in which students are required to consider physical and human interrelationships 
and to make reasoned justifications for proposed solutions in terms of their likely impact on 
both people and the physical environment. 
 
In order to complete this work and be ready for the examination all students will be undertaking 
fieldwork activities in both Aldeburgh and Ipswich.   
 
In both areas students are to collect the required information, students will be working in small 
groups walking set routes through various parts of Ipswich and will be comparing two beaches 
along the Aldeburgh coastline.  They will be recording data about the different environments 
that they visit.  This data will then form the foundation of two reports to be completed between 
the dates of the trip and the end of the academic year.  
 
Whilst out on fieldwork, the students will be representing the school in a very public way and 
the highest standards of behaviour and courteousness to the general public will be expected.  
With so much data to collect, the emphasis will be entirely on hard work, therefore there will 
be no time for students to stop at or go into any shops or other buildings during the walk.  It is 
assumed that with students being the age they are, that they will be responsible for their own 
safety in terms of crossing major roads and walking on footpaths around town.   
 
Parents should be aware that it is school policy that participation in a trip will be dependent on 
staff feeling confident that your son/daughter will behave appropriately. In particular, poor 
behaviour between now and the date of the trip is likely to result in your child being withdrawn 
from the trip. The decision of the Head teacher on this matter is final." 
 
As parents, you need to be aware that, as with all school events, there is an element of risk. 
On this particular occasion, students will be in close proximity to the sea and to moving traffic. 
 
 
 
 



Please also be aware that:  

 Students are not permitted to be in at least 1m of the sea at all times (this distance to be 
increased depending on tide conditions) 

 Students will be made aware of the dangers of throwing pebbles endangering other 
students and the public 

 Students must wear sensible footwear, in both locations as the ground in both can be 
uneven in places 

 Students are to cross roads at points in which they can be clearly seen and they can see 
clearly vehicles on the road and use designated crossings where possible. 

 Students must be aware of the weather conditions at the start of each day so that they can 
dress appropriately.  In warmer weather students will be exposed in both locations and will 
need water and sun protection. In colder or wet weather pupils will need a suitable coat. 

 Students will be allowed to wear their own clothing on both days, which must be suitable 
for the weather conditions. 

 In addition to a coat, students will also need to bring a clipboard, pencils, spare paper and 
a camera.   

 Other items that may be useful to bring would be clear plastic covers for keeping work dry 
and a rucksack. 

 Students must bring a packed lunch. 
 
The plan is for students to leave school at 9.30am, leaving from the school bus park and 
returning to the school bus park at 3.30.  Students will complete both trips on the following 
days: 
 
Friday19th May 
Aldeburgh 10D/Ge1 (Mr Brooks’ class) 

10D/Ge2 (Miss Thurlow’s class)  
  
Ipswich 10B/Ge1 (Mr Harris’s class)  

10A/Ge1 (Mr Webb’s class) 
 

Monday 22nd May 
Aldeburgh 10B/Ge1 (Mr Harris’s class)  

10A/Ge1 (Mr Webb’s class) 
  

Ipswich 10D/Ge1 (Mr Brooks’ class) 
10D/Ge2 (Miss Thurlow’s class) 

 
 

The cost of the trip is £16 per student.  Payment should be made on Parent Pay by Friday 
11th May. As payment is made you will be consenting to the following: 

 
I consent to my child taking part in this activity. I acknowledge that the staff will be 
liable in the event of any accident only if they have failed to take reasonable care of 
my child during the visit.  
 
I consent to my child receiving medical treatment which, in the opinion of a qualified 
medical practitioner, may be necessary. 
 
By consenting to the trip you are confirming that the data we hold is up to date on the FLG. 
 
 
 
 



 
Please do not hesitate to contact the school if financial assistance is required. 
 
If you have any questions about this trip please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
Mr P Brooks 
TIC KS3 and KS4 Geography 
 
 


