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Dear Parent/Carer,  
 
As there is a great deal to cover in this letter, it has been constructed in sections. I hope that, within these, you will 
be able to find what is relevant to you. Please consult our website or contact the school if you require any 
additional information.  
 
The return of students to school  

As you will no doubt be aware, the Government recently announced that primary schools would reopen from June 
1st for some groups of students. At the same time, they announced that their ‘ambition’ was for secondary 
students in the exam year groups ‘to spend some face-to-face time with teachers’ before the summer holidays 
begin. While more information regarding the plans for primary schools has been forthcoming, there has been little 
– if any – additional comment from the Government on how they ‘see’ the provision for secondary students 
developing. Therefore, secondary schools are still waiting for additional guidance and instruction regarding how to 
organise the face-to-face time that the Government wishes to implement, so that it can be done safely and 
effectively.  
 
The Leadership Team of the school have been looking at possible models of extended provision and the 
implications of using these. We have also been in contact with both the EAST Trust Board, who act as the 
employer of the school’s staff, and with staffing organisations, and have been discussing with them what 
conditions need to be in place before a reopening can be properly planned. However, the lack of guidance from 
the relevant authorities means that is it not yet possible for us to form definite plans for any large-scale return to 
school. I understand that many students and families are eager for news and that it may be frustrating for them to 
hear that we cannot yet confirm when, and how, a return for students will take place. I would like to reassure you 
that we share the Government’s ambition for some students to have some face-to-face time with staff soon. 
However, it is essential that any such return to school is implemented safely for everyone involved, and in a way 
that will clearly benefit the students who are attending. There are indications that guidance and information from 
the Government on how secondary schools can do this will appear before the end of May. We await it eagerly, 
and will plan accordingly when it arrives. As soon as there are firm plans in place for a return –assuming this is 
judged to be possible – we will communicate them to students and their families.   
 

Many of you will have noted with some concern that there has been no mention at all in the official 
announcements of intentions or even ambitions relating to a return to school for students in Years 7, 8 and 9. 
While we cannot rule out the possibility of some form of return for these year groups before the holidays, I think 
we must acknowledge the likelihood that Y7, 8 and 9 students will have to prepare at home for the new academic 
year.  
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Activities week  

Due to the continued uncertainty about when, or if, any students will be able to come back to school this term, we 
unfortunately have no option but to cancel Activities Week for 2020. All payments made so far will be refunded. 
However, liaising with the organisations and companies with which we have bookings, and then organising 
refunds, will be significant tasks. I would, therefore, ask for patience from families while we go through the 
necessary processes.   
 
Ongoing in-school provision  

The school continues to be open for the children of Key Workers and students in certain categories. Next week, 
we will be open for those students throughout the scheduled half-term break, with the exception of the Spring 
Bank Holiday on Monday 25th May. Normal school hours will apply, though students may attend for part days if 
we are given information about this in advance. The school days will be split into three sections: part one will be 
‘quiet time’, where students can read or catch up with school work; part two will be taken up with playing indoor 
games and creative activities; part three will allow for indoor and outdoor games. Students do not need to wear 
school uniform. There will be a limited food service available. If you are in need of supervision for your child on 
Bank Holiday Monday, please contact me, and I will help you to liaise with a local emergency provider 
(asievewright@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk).  
 
As the number of students who are attending in-school provision part-time has grown over the past few weeks, it 
has become increasingly important for us to be able to track who should be in school and who should not. I would 
therefore be grateful if the parents/carers of students who regularly attend our in-school provision would 
call the school reception between 9am and 9.30am to alert us if you are not sending your child in on any 
given day.  
 
Free school meals  

From May 25th onwards, all Farlingaye families currently entitled to free school meals, will be moved on to the 
voucher scheme run by Edenred for the Department for Education. Unfortunately, this means that Co-op vouchers 
will no longer be available for our families, as the Co-op is not one of the supermarket chains involved in the 
scheme. We have made efforts to contact all the affected families. However, if this is new information to you and 
you are affected by this change, please do contact me at Farlingaye.   
 
Development of online provision  

Thank you to families who have given us updates on how their children are coping with the challenges of online 
and home working. We are constantly looking to develop and fine tune our provision, and are grateful for your 
feedback. I would like to tell you all about two trial projects which we are running in order to seek further 
improvements in what we can offer. Two groups of staff have volunteered to trial ‘live messaging’ sessions with 
students using Teams over the next few weeks. One group is using the service to create interactive morning 
tutorials for their tutor groups, and the other is focusing on subject-based sessions. The tutor time sessions have 
already begun and the subject-based sessions will start very soon. If these sessions work well, the approach will 
be rolled out much more widely before the end of term.  
 
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to all our families who have been supporting their children’s learning 
throughout the lockdown, and who, even now as we contemplate its extension, are constantly looking for ways to 
ensure that education continues to ‘work’. If you have any questions, suggestions or concerns, please do get in 
touch with me.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

Dr Andy Sievewright, 
Headteacher 
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