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Dear Parents/Carers 

As you are aware, the GCSE exams begin in only a few weeks’ time and the year 11 students 
are busily revising and preparing for these. I know that for year 10 students this seems a long 
way off, however, they are going to be taking their trial exams straight after the Easter holiday, 
during the week of April 23rd. 
 
These exams are really important for a number of reasons: 

 Following the same procedures as the real things, the trial exams enable students to 
become familiar with the GCSE regulations and the schools procedures (timetables, 
invigilation, etc.) 
 

 They allow the students to gain an experience of sitting in an exam room and working 
under exam conditions…arriving on time with their equipment, being silent during the 
exam, etc. 
 

 The students have the opportunity to check their notes from the year and to ensure they 
are complete, in order and legible! 

 

 Students revisit the work they have completed so far for their GCSEs and revise it to 
ensure they understand the topics. This also means they have the chance to ask for 
clarification 
 

 The exams allow the students to practise completing exam questions and so become 
familiar with the language used and how to successfully interpret what is required 
 

The trial exams are NOT something to lose sleep over. They are there to help establish a point of 
confidence during the two years of each GCSE and to help to identify any points of weakness so 
these can be addressed in a timely fashion.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The students have been spoken to about revision and many ways to revise are available. What 
matters is that students find a way that works for them. The main strategies discussed at school 
have been: 
 

 Spend 20 minutes learning one topic, then have a short break or move to another topic. 

Our brains work best when chunking information 

 Read, cover, say aloud, check, tell someone else what you’ve learned – this helps with 

learning things off by heart 

 Mind mapping and Thinking maps to make connections 

 Flash cards with questions on key topics to answer 

 Using pictures or stories to help you to remember things such as sequences 

 Summarise details and then learn these 

 Teach someone else the topic or ask them to quiz you about it 

Revision guides are available and talking to the staff about what needs to be covered are good 

starting points. However, I would expect everything to be tested from this year. The students will 

have their timetable and should ensure they have the correct equipment for each exam with 

them, for example for Design Technology, in addition to black biros and pencils; they will need 

coloured pencils, a calculator and a protractor. Similarly, for Maths a calculator, ruler and 

protractor will be required.  

With a few weeks until the trial exams, I would therefore ask that you encourage your child to 

begin to work for these. If they have concerns or are unsure then they should ask, everyone here 

wants the experience to be as positive as possible and will be happy to assist. Similarly, if you 

are worried don’t hesitate to contact Mr Macdonald or myself here at school. 

Best wishes 

 

Catherine Laird 

Assistant Headteacher 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 


