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15th September 2017 

Dear Parent/Carer,  

I am writing to inform you of a change of the Year 11 English Language exam board. Following a 

review of the students’ performance and exam board reports on the 2017 English Language 

examinations, the English Faculty has made the decision to enter students with AQA for their 

examinations in 2018 which is contrary to our previously published plans.   

I would like to reassure you that the skills and knowledge that have already been taught are the same 

for the AQA examinations as other exam boards and students are due to be taught specific exam 

techniques after October half term.  

We would also like to take this time to remind you, in this final GCSE year, of how the new style 

English exams will be running in summer 2018. Students will be taking four English exams, including 

two Language papers and two Literature papers, both with AQA. 

To fit with the new Government guidelines the Literature papers will be ‘closed text book’. This means 

students will have to write about the texts from memory, having no book with them in the exam. 

Therefore students need to use their personal notes in their own copies of the book to take full 

ownership of their exam preparation and revision. Whilst obviously we will provide texts for in class 

study, these cannot be written in and need to stay in school for other students’ usage. 

In Year 10 all students studied Dickens ‘A Christmas Carol’ and Priestley’s ‘An Inspector Calls’. This 

year their final text will be by Shakespeare; either ‘Macbeth’ or ‘The Merchant of Venice.’ Students 

also study a cluster of poetry from the exam board’s anthology, supplied by the school.  

There are many revision guides available, for both English Language and Literature, to aid focused 

study. It is best to choose a revision guide depending on your child’s preferred style, as long as it 

states it is for the new AQA Grades 9 -1.  Then there are individual text guides for the titles studied for 

Literature. If your child is eligible for Pupil Premium funding, we will provide these texts and guides. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to remind all students of the value of reading a wide range 

of fiction and non-fiction texts in preparation for their exams. This reading can come in many forms, 

from novels to autobiographies, to broadsheet newspapers such as, The Guardian or The Telegraph, 

the wider the better. Please find a suggested reading list attached  as a guide.  

We wish all Year 11s the best as they prepare for their exams and undertake their final year of GCSE 

English. Should you have any questions about your child’s programme of study in English, please do 

not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mrs K Carrick 

Head of English 


