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Dear Parent/Carer 

 
As you are aware your child is currently following the GCSE Combined Science course in Year 11 
and as part of our monitoring and intervention in Science we have identified some students that we 
feel would benefit from additional support in the approach to the summer exams. This support will 
involve your child being invited to attend a short weekly session as part of a small focus group. Each 
session will provide the opportunity for the member of staff to discuss how revision is progressing, 
help the student to set targets and plan/set revision activities to carry out over the following week.  
 
We would therefore really appreciate your support by encouraging your child to attend these sessions. 
I would also like to use this opportunity to provide you with an overview of the assessments and the 
revision resources available to prepare the students for the summer exams.  
 
External assessments in summer 2018:  
GCSE AQA Combined Science 

 What’s assessed?  % Exam Date 

Biology 
Paper 1 

Biology topics 1 – 4: Cell Biology; Organisation; 
Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 
 

16.7 15th May  

Biology 
Paper 2 

Biology topics 5 – 7: Homeostasis and response; 
Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology 
 

16.7  11th June  

Chemistry 
Paper 1 
 
 

Chemistry topics 8 – 12: Atomic structure and the 
periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the 
properties of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical 
changes; and Energy changes 

16.7  17th May  

Chemistry 
Paper 2 

Chemistry topics 13 – 17: The rate and extent of 
chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical 
analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using 
resources. 

16.7  13th June 

Physics 
Paper 1 

Physics topics 18 – 21: Energy; Electricity; Particle 
model of matter; and Atomic structure. 
 

16.7  23rd May 

Physics 
Paper 2 

Physics topics 22 – 24: Forces; Waves; and Magnetism 
and electromagnetism 
 

16.7  15th June 

 
 



 
 
Revision and support  
 
Within each lesson students will regularly revisit key ideas from the Year 9 and 10 work, with particular 
emphasis on practical, literacy and maths skills however it is essential that students also follow a 
thorough revision schedule at home. To support students’ private study they can access resources 
on the Kerboodle website and CPG revision guides can be purchased from the Science technicians 
at a cost of £5.50 each; it is important that each student confirms their tier of exam entry (Foundation 
or Higher) with the class teacher before purchasing a revision guide. Those students who would 
normally be given these resources, without charge, should see either their Head of Year or class 
teacher to arrange this.  
 
Thank you for your continued support and if you have any further questions or concerns please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr J Harker 
(Combined Science Co-ordinator) 
 


