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Dear Parent/Student 
 
With the exams on the horizon I am writing to clarify the transitional arrangements for 
Year 12 students taking exams and moving into Year 13 for the academic year 
2018/19. 
 
Study leave 
There will be no formal exam leave, from May 14th until June 8th, when most AS 
exams are taken, all timetabled lessons will be staffed by their usual teacher and   
students are entitled to take the day off before an exam the following morning, and 
the morning off if the exam is in the afternoon.  Once all exams in a subject are 
completed, the students will be expected to arrive at the lesson with their own 
revision in other subjects. This will be up until the end of their final exam when they 
will no longer be required to be in school until A level lessons begin on Monday June 
11th.   
 
After the exams 
All students who intend to return for A level qualifications next year must return to 
school on Monday 11th June. At this point normal timetables will resume and 
teaching for A levels will begin. Students are expected to attend all of their current 
lessons, even if they plan to drop a subject after exams. It is imperative that they 
keep all of their subject options open for next year until they receive their grades in 
August. They will not be allowed to drop a subject until then.  
 
Activities Week 
Students are all expected to take part in activities week which runs from Monday 16th 
– Thursday 19th July. They should have already filled in a form telling us what they 
plan to do for all four days – options include work experience, or helping staff with 
lower school events. Those without formal arrangements will be expected in school 
and will be supervised as they complete summer work for their A level subjects. All 
students are expected to be in for the last day of term, Friday 20th July.  
 
University Open Days 
Many students use the period of time in June and July to visit university Open Days. 
They do so with our permission but should take account of cost and teaching time 
lost. They should also prioritise these visits according to their suitability for places  
 
 
 
 



and the grades being requested by institutions. Some students travel, only to find the 
university does not offer their course or will require grades they may not achieve! We 
are pleased to offer a trip to the University of East Anglia on Friday July 6th; a letter 
with all of the details will be sent out after Easter. Please note that universities often 
offer Open Days on Saturdays and also in September and October of Year 13. 
 
University application information 
From June onwards Additional Studies lessons will offer students all the necessary 
information regarding university applications and other post-18 options. This will 
continue through into Year 13 until October half term. At this point students will be 
required to have made their application. Those choosing to opt for Medicine, 
Dentistry, Veterinary Science or Oxbridge entrance will need to be prepared much 
sooner. Our annual University Application Parents’ Information Evening will be held 
on Wednesday 23rd May at 6.30pm. All parents are welcome and a letter with all of 
the details and a reply slip will be sent out to you after the Easter break. There is 
also a trip planned to the UCAS Convention at University Campus Suffolk on 
Tuesday 12th June 11.30pm – 1.30pm.  Please note that students will need to 
complete on online registration for this as well as filling in the slip on the letter which 
will be included in the pack with the other summer term events, after Easter.  
 
Additional Studies 
Due to the exam in Additional Studies taking place in November 2018, no Additional 
Studies lessons will take place during Year 12 exam leave.  Teaching staff will be 
available in their rooms during their timetabled lessons for silent revision and 
support. 
 

Exam results and Year 13 
AS exam results will be available to Year 12 students on Thursday 16th August at 
10.30am. We will be dealing with Year 13 students and university applications from 
8.30am onwards on the same day. The Sixth Form team will be available to offer 
advice to students at this time regarding subject choices for Year 13. Please be 
aware that students will only be able to continue with A level courses should they 
receive an E grade pass or better at AS level. Should students not achieve at least 
three AS level E grades (plus Additional Studies for most students) it will be very 
difficult for them to continue in Sixth Form as it may not be possible to offer a 
meaningful and full time timetable. 
 
I am aware that this letter contains a lot of information. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me should you require any further information. May I take this opportunity to 
wish a final ‘good luck’ to your son or daughter for the upcoming exams. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr J Lampard 
Assistant Headteacher, Head of Sixth Form  
 
Email address: jlampard@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk 

 


