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12th September 2017 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am writing to inform you of your child’s programme of study in English this year.  As a department, 

we feel that knowing the topics your child will be exploring this year will enable you to help support 

and encourage them in their English studies.   

In year 9 students study six units.  Each teacher will choose the texts that are studied in each unit and 

these will comprise of fiction, non-fiction and poetry; your child will be able to tell you what text is 

being used in their class. 

The six units are as follows: 

Modern Marvels – studying themes, ideas and style in contemporary prose or drama. 

The Bard at his Best – the study of a complete play by Shakespeare, examining his use of language 

and contemplating his presentation of social and historical issues and how these translate to a modern 

audience. 

The Language of Real Life – evaluating the language and structure conventions of non-fiction texts 

including a study into spoken language. 

The Measure of Mankind – Conflict and Compassion – an exploration of poetry’s presentation of 

relationships and conflict in mankind. 

Oldies but Goodies – studying themes, ideas and style in pre-1914 prose. 

The Hidden World of Film and Media – an analytical study of the persuasive power of media texts. 

In order to prepare each student for the demands of their GCSE course, the above units will culminate 

in an assessed task similar in style to the way in which they will be examined at GCSE. 

Additionally, students will all receive a ‘Reading Passport’ in their English lesson and as part of their 

homework, will be expected to complete 30 minutes of reading a week.  If students get their passports 

signed by you, their journey will be rewarded by the English Faculty. 

I hope that this information is of use to you and should you require any further advice or information 

please do not hesitate to contact me.  Please also contact me if you cannot access our gateway and 

would like a paper copy of the reading list. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Miss L Crossley 

English KS3 Co-ordinator 


