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22nd November 2017 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

I hope that the academic year has gone well for your child so far and that they feel settled and happy at 

Farlingaye. I have conducted a large number of lesson observations, learning walks and lesson drop-ins this 

term, and I have been very pleased to see how well the great majority of our students are working and learning. 

We have been talking a great deal as a staff about the need to keep the level of challenge high in all our lessons 

and to encourage students to respond to challenges and setbacks positively. We also are looking at ways to 

ensure that students can reflect on their successes and on any difficulties they have encountered, so that they 

can develop even better practices and approaches in the future. I have been impressed by how students are 

responding to these prompts and challenges, and by the progress they are making. 

However, I do feel that it is necessary to raise the issue of uniform, as a result of recent staff consultations and 

feedback from our student council. It has been noted by these groups that we have a number of students in all 

year groups who are wearing non-uniform trousers, or are wearing very short school skirts. This is causing some 

concern about how students are presenting themselves to the rest of the school community and to the wider 

community.  This week, Year Co-ordinators and tutors have been asked to raise awareness of this issue and to 

speak to any individuals who are causing concern. We have also reminded staff that they should consistently 

use the existing sanctions for uniform infringements, in order to emphasise to students that repeated wearing 

of inappropriate clothing is not acceptable. 

If a student has a uniform emergency and does not have access to an item that they need, the school can help 

to provide this on a temporary basis. Where a student needs to replace an item (e.g. school trousers) on a short-

term basis and does not wish to borrow clothing from the school, they may wish to buy the relevant items from 

the school second-hand uniform shop which will be running during lunchtime on Friday 24th November in the 

Library foyer, and at all our Parents’ Evenings. If you have any concerns about uniform or you need assistance 

with accessing uniform items, please contact your child’s Year Co-ordinator. 

It would be very helpful if all parents/carers would emphasise to their children what our expectations are 

regarding uniform, in order to maintain high standards within the school community, of which I know so many 

of you are rightly proud. Please contact me at Farlingaye if you have any queries about any of the matters 

addressed here. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Andy Sievewright 

Headteacher 

 


