
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NH/MW 
 
13

th
 October 2016 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
The Humanities Faculty would like to offer the exciting opportunity for a new A Level residential trip. This will be 
the first time a trip has run and will encompass visits to Washington, Philadelphia and New York. This trip 
supports both the learning for the A2 Government & Politics course, as well as supporting the A Level History 
coursework on African-American Civil Rights. 
 
The ‘Exploring USA’ Tour is being organised for students studying Humanities, primarily Government & 
Politics and History, currently in Year 12 and Year 13. We have already made a booking with Equity Travel and 
we will be away from the 10

th
 to the 17

th
 February, 2017.  

 
This visit will provide students doing Government & Politics and History A-Level with a wonderful chance to see 
the workings of the American Government as well as experience the places significant to the history of African-
American Civil Rights.  
 
The cost of the trip will be £1200. This includes travel to and from the airport, flights, travel within America, 
breakfast, dinner, tips and excursions. The highlights of the trip include; a visit to the Statue of Liberty and river 
cruise, the 9/11 Memorial, Civil Rights tour of Harlem, Independence and Constitution Centre, the White House 
Visitors Centre and the Lincoln and Washington Memorials.    
 
The initial non-refundable payment needed to secure a place is £200. This needs to be paid as soon as 
possible, certainly by Thursday 20

th
 October 2016. There are a maximum of 40 places for the trip.  Priority will 

be given first to Year 13 Government & Politics and History students, then Year 12 students. If demand is 
greater than places available, they will be allocated by drawing from a hat, once we have agreed the suitability 
of all students. If you wish your son/daughter to participate in our trip, please send in the permission slip from 
this letter and pay the non-refundable deposit of £200 (preferably by using ParentPay). Please be aware 
that you will be making a financial commitment to paying the full cost of the trip as soon as your place 
is confirmed having paid the deposit and received confirmation in writing. A second deposit of £500 is 
needed by Wednesday 9

th
 November 2016 and the outstanding balance by Friday 9

th
 December 2016 in 

order to meet the payment deadline of the travel company. This is essential, as we will be expected to pay the 
tour company in advance.  
 
The non-refundable deposit should be handed into the Sports Centre Office which is open between 8.55-9.25 
and 11.05-11.25 each morning; however any student who is unsuccessful in obtaining a place will have this 
deposit returned and they will be put onto a waiting list should any places become available. If you wish your 
son/daughter to go, but there are difficulties over the initial deposit please contact Miss Hetherington as soon 
as possible.  
 
As parents, you need to be aware that, as with all school trips, there is an element of risk. In this situation we 
are travelling by plane and coach.  There is likely to be cold weather and the students will be walking around 
places we visit.   
 
As this is a residential trip that involves a lot of travel and we will be out of the UK for 8 days, there will be a 
parents meeting beforehand where you can meet the organisers. At this meeting we will go over a detailed 



itinerary, check on dietary and medical requirements and ensure that you are informed of the school’s 
guidelines for trips. 
 
Students will need a current passport and a photocopy of this will need to be handed in with the deposit so that 
flights can be booked. No visas will be necessary for British citizens, but students will need to organise an 
ESTA, in order to visit America. Any students without a British Passport will need to arrange themselves a visa.  
 
Parents should note that it is school policy that participation in a trip will be dependent on staff feeling confident 
that your son/daughter will behave appropriately. In particular, poor behaviour between now and the date of the 
trip, is likely to result in your son/daughter being withdrawn from the trip. The decision of the Headteacher on 
this matter is final. 
 
If you wish your son/daughter to take part in this trip, please complete the attached consent form and return to 
the Sports Centre Office as soon as possible together with payment of the non-refundable deposit as the first 
instalment of £200.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Miss N Hetherington 
Teacher of History and Government & Politics 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Please return to Sports Centre Office 
 
‘Exploring the USA’ Trip 10th–17th February 2017 
 
Student Name:______________________________________ Tutor Group: _____ 
 
I have received and read details of the above visit. 
 
I consent to my child taking part in the visit and the activities indicated. I acknowledge that the staff will be liable 
in the event of any accident only if they have failed to take reasonable care of my child during the visit. 
 
I consent to my child receiving medical treatment which, in the opinion of a qualified medical practitioner, may 
be necessary. 
 

I enclose a deposit of £200.00 (non-refundable) and a photocopy of their passport.   
 

I have paid by parentpay          

 
My son/daughter has specific dietary requirements: (Yes / No)  If Yes, please give details: 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
 
Signed: …………………………………………………………………..(Parent/Carer) 
 
Date: ……………………………………………. 


