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AS/JNU 
 
11

th
 November 2016  

 
Dear Parent 
 
re:  Election of Parent Governors 
 
We currently have a vacancy for one Parent Governor. I am therefore writing to give you details of the 
arrangements for nominations and voting for a new Parent Governor.  Being a Parent Governor is 
both fascinating and challenging.  It gives you an excellent insight into the working of the school and, 
as a parent, you can ensure that parental views are always taken into account.  It isn’t as big a time 
commitment as you might think: it involves one meeting a term, which is held on a Monday afternoon 
at 2.00-4.15 pm.  Most governors join a sub-committee, but again this doesn’t involve many meetings 
(at most once every six weeks) and we hold those meetings at 8.15-9.00 am.  Governors can also 
choose to help with interviews or to sit on hearings related to student exclusions.  We hold a training 
morning in school once a year and there is a programme run by Suffolk County Council which you 
can opt into.  Our current governors are a great group of people to work with and they enjoy what they 
do.  The most important requirements for a Parent Governor are a willingness to attend meetings and 
a commitment to maintaining the school’s ethos and ensuring quality of provision for our students.  
 
Please note that it is necessary for a Parent Governor to have a child at the school at the time he or 
she is elected.  Therefore, if you have parental responsibility for a student or students at Farlingaye, 
as indicated, then you have the right to vote in the election and to stand as a candidate for election 
yourself if you would like to do so. Certain people are disqualified from being Governors and these are 
described on the reverse of this letter. 
 
If you would like to stand for election or know another parent who is willing to do so please fill in the 
enclosed form and return it to me not later than 3.30pm on Friday 25

th
 November 2016. The 

nominated person should sign the form and attach a short written statement as indicated. The 
maximum length of this statement is 100 words. The statement will accompany the ballot papers 
distributed.  
 
Voting papers will be issued to you no later than Friday 2nd December 2016. The deadline for the 
return of voting papers is noon on Friday 9th December 2016. 
 
You might also find it helpful to speak to me or to one of our present Governors.  More information 
about current members of the governing body is available on the school website 

www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk.; just click on the Governors tab to access. Please do not hesitate 

to contact me via mail@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk if you would like to find out more. 

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Andy Sievewright 
Headteacher 
Enc: Nomination form and Disqualification Information 
 

http://www.farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk/
mailto:mail@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk


 

Farlingaye High School 
Please complete the following information if you wish to put yourself forward for election as a Parent 
Governor.  Before signing the form please check that you are not disqualified from becoming a school 
governor for any of the reasons stated overleaf.  You may include a personal statement in support of 
your nomination that will be circulated with the ballot papers.  The statement should be no more than 
100 words: 
 

Please write your name and address in block 
letters below.  

 

Name Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms 

Address 

Post Code 

Child’s Name 

Year Group 

 
 

Please write your personal statement below (alternatively, you can email your personal details, 
as requested above, along with your personal statement to mail@farlingaye.suffolk.sch.uk) 

 

 
I agree to stand for election as a Parent Governor. I am not disqualified for any of the reasons stated 
overleaf. 
 

Signed: Date: 

 
Please return this form to: Farlingaye High School, Ransom Road, Woodbridge, 
Suffolk, IP12 4JX 
 
 
 



SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ 
DISQUALIFICATIONS 

Disqualification of Governors 
 

 No person shall be qualified to be a Governor unless s/he is aged 18 or over at the date of his / her 
election or appointment.  No current pupil of the Academy shall be a Governor. 

 

 A Governor shall cease to hold office if s/he becomes incapable by reason of mental disorder, illness or 
injury of managing or administering his / her own affairs. 

 

 A Governor shall cease to hold office if s/he is absent without the permission of the Governors from all 
their meetings held within a period of six months and the Governors resolve that his office be vacated. 

 

 A person shall be disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office as a Governor if: 
 

 His / her estate has been sequestrated and the sequestration has not been 
discharged, annulled or reduced; or 

 
 s/he is the subject of a bankruptcy restrictions order or an interim order. 

 

 A person shall be disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office as a Governor at any time when 
s/he is subject to a disqualification order or a disqualification undertaking under the Company Directors 
Disqualification Act 1986 or to an order made under section 429(2)(b) of the Insolvency Act 1986 (failure 
to pay under county court administration order). 

 

 A Governor shall cease to hold office if s/he ceases to be a Governor by virtue of any provision in the 
Companies Act 2006 or is disqualified from acting as a trustee by virtue of section 72 of the Charities 
Act 1993 (or any statutory re-enactment or modification of that provision). 

 

 A person shall be disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office as a Governor if s/he has been 
removed from the office of charity trustee or trustee for a charity by an order made by the Charity 
Commission or the High Court on the grounds of any misconduct or mismanagement in the 
administration of the charity for which s/he was responsible or to which s/he was privy, or which s/he by 
his/her conduct contributed to or facilitated. 

 

 A person shall be disqualified from holding or from continuing to hold office as a Governor at any time 
when s/he is: 

 
 included in the list kept by the Secretary of State under section 1 of the Protection of 

Children Act 1999; or 
 

 disqualified from working with children in accordance with Section 35 of the Criminal 
Justice and Court Services Act 2000; or 

 
 barred from regulated activity relating to children (within the meaning of section 3(2) of 

the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups Act 2006). 
 

 A person shall be disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office as a Governor if s/he is a person 
in respect of whom a direction has been made under section 142 of the Education Act 2002 or is subject 
to any prohibition or restriction which takes effect as if contained in such a direction. 

 

 A person shall be disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office as a Governor where s/he has, at 
any time, been convicted of any criminal offence, excluding any that have been spent under the 
Rehabilitation of Offenders Act 1974 as amended, and excluding any offence for which the maximum 
sentence is a fine or a lesser sentence except where a person has been convicted of any offence which 
falls under section 72 of the Charities Act 1993. 

 

 After the Academy has opened, a person shall be disqualified from holding or continuing to hold office 
as a Governor if s/he has not provided to the chairman of the Governors a criminal records certificate at 
an enhanced disclosure level under section 113B of the Police Act 1997. In the event that the 
certificate discloses any information which would in the opinion of either the chairman or the Principal 
confirm their unsuitability to work with children that person shall be disqualified. If a dispute arises as to 
whether a person shall be disqualified, a referral shall be made to the Secretary of State to determine 
the matter. The determination of the Secretary of State shall be final. 

 



 Where, by virtue of these Articles a person becomes disqualified from holding, or continuing to hold 
office as a Governor and s/he is, or is proposed, to become such a Governor, s/he shall upon becoming 
so disqualified give written notice of that fact to the Secretary. 

 

 


