
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NH/MW 
 

 

15
th
 December 2016 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As your son’s/daughter’s ‘Exploring the USA’ trip is getting closer, I’d like to take this opportunity to inform you of a few 
important things and invite you and your son/daughter to a presentation evening on 16th January 2017, from 18:00-
19:00  in the Sixth Form Common Room. 
 
Last minute information: 
 
Money – students will need money for lunch meals each day that we are away. We will be stopping at fast food places, 
so as not to pay a tip, and most lunch meals cost between $10-$15. Students can also bring additional money that can 
be spent on guide books, postcards, gifts, and refreshments at the various places of interest that we visit and during 
their free time in the evening.  
 
Clothes – hopefully everyone has got warm hats, gloves, scarves and coats. It would also be worth buying thermal 
trousers/leggings for long days when we’re walking in the open. The layering of clothes will also be essential. What is 
important is footwear – we will be walking through snow (hopefully) at several places and trainers aren’t really sufficient. 
Therefore, we would urge you to get boots, or even wellies, that are a little better for walking in cold conditions. 
 
Passports – photocopies of these need to have been handed in to me so that we have a record of the important 
numbers/details, just in case students lose them.  If you still need to hand these in, please do so as soon as possible. 
 
ESTA – This is part of the United States requirements to travel visa-free into the States and it needs to be completed at 
least two weeks before the trip. ESTA is an automated system that determines the eligibility of visitors to travel to the 
US under the Visa Waiver Programme and collects biographic information and answers to eligibility questions. 
 
Please ensure that you use the official Department of Homeland Security website: https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov. There are 
alternative websites who will charge an admin/processing fee on top of the $14 USD to submit your application for you. 
Most ESTA-eligible applicants will get their authorization straight away. If you could print this and return a copy for my 
records that would be much appreciated.  
 
Please note that as of April 1st 2016, the FCO travel advice for the USA has been updated with an amendment to the 
Entry requirements section – all travellers wishing entering the US under the Visa Waiver Programme will need to hold a 
valid passport with an integrated chip. 
  
Items for the day – Mobile phones will work abroad but are expensive on foreign networks. A ‘day’ rucksack is 
essential for carrying items like packed-lunches and cameras, phones, etc.  
 
Students should be aware of and carefully look after their personal possessions, and the school accepts no 
responsibility if anything is lost or stolen. We will be going into towns so the risk of pick-pockets is greater.   
 
Parental consent form- please complete the attached parental consent form and return to Miss Hetherington as soon 
as possible.  

                 
Medication – students are responsible for looking after and taking their own medication but they should inform staff of 
what it is and how frequently they should take it please. 
 



Luggage - Students have an allowance of 23kg for their hold luggage. They can also bring one bag of hand luggage; 
they must however ensure that the content of this bag adheres to the strict guidelines for air travel. This can be found at   
https://www.gov.uk/hand-luggage-restrictions 
 
Flight details-  
 

Date  Airline  Flight No  From  To  Departure 
time  

Arrival time  

10/02/17 British Airways BA117 LHR JFK 13:05 16:15 

16/02/17  British Airways BA216 IAD LHR 17:45 05:55 

 
 
Itinerary  

 
Day Itinerary 

Friday 10
th 

February Depart from school (time to be confirmed) to travel to London Heathrow. Arrive in New York 
16:15. Evening meal at Bubba Gumps (21:15).  

Saturday 11
th
 February Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island Cruise, 9/11 Memorial Gardens and Central Park. Evening 

meal at Planet Hollywood (19:30). 

Sunday 12
th 

February Civil Rights and Social Justice Tour of Harlem, Malcolm X Education Centre.  
Transfer to Philadelphia. Evening meal at Dave and Busters (20:30).  

Monday 13
th 

February  Independence Hall and Visitors Centre, Liberty Bell, The Presidents House Memorial, and 
Constitution Centre. Evening meal at Hard Rock Café (19:30). 

Tuesday 14
th 

February Transfer to Washington. 
Self-guided tour of Washington Monuments and White House Visitor Centre. Evening meal 
tbc. 

Wednesday 15
th 

February  Capital building tour, Frederick Douglas Historic Site, Anacostia Community Museum. 
Evening Meal tbc. 

Thursday 16
th 

February  Smithsonian Institutes Museums of Natural and American History.  
Flight from Dulles International to Heathrow and transfer back to school.  

 
Please note that this itinerary is subject to minor changes as the travel company is currently still confirming a 
few of our visits 
 
 
Accommodation details-  
 
10.02.17 – 12.02.17  
New York – Westside YMCA. 
5 W 63rd St, New York, NY 10023, USA 
  
12.02.17-14.02.17  
Philadelphia – Holiday Inn Express Penns Landing.  
100 N Christopher Columbus Blvd, Philadelphia, PA 19106, USA 
  
14.02.17-16.02.17 
Washington DC – Hostelling International. 
1009 11th St NW, Washington, DC 20001, USA 
 
 
Student conduct – As we are so far from home, we are expecting exemplary behaviour from all students at all times 
on the trip. Therefore, we would ask you to positively reinforce this message with your son/daughter before we go away.  
 
There will be strict rendezvous locations and times in the day and curfews in the evenings, which students must adhere 
to. We therefore ask that students wear a watch during the trip.  
 
Students will have to be in their own rooms and remain there by a certain time, and they must be quiet in their rooms 
at night. There will be other paying guests in our accommodation.  
 
Students also need to be reminded that we have a strict no alcohol policy for the students, regardless of whether 
they’re old enough legally to do so. Smoking is also not allowed.  

https://www.gov.uk/hand-luggage-restrictions


Students who can’t comply with our wishes will be dealt with seriously, and we reserve the right to fly people home at 
the parent’s expense if we believe it’s appropriate to the degree of misconduct and misbehaviour. Hopefully, we won’t 
even have to tell anyone off at all. 
 
Presentation/information evening 
 
It just leaves me to reiterate our presentation/information evening will be on the 16th January between 1800-1900 in 
the Sixth Form Common Room. This will be an opportunity for you to see the places your son/daughter will be visiting 
and to ask any questions of the staff that are going on the trip. 
 
If you have any queries you’d like to discuss before this date or if you can’t make the information evening, please don’t 
hesitate to contact me at the school. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Miss N Hetherington 
Teacher of History & Government and Politics 


