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We are writing to you, to ensure that all parents/carers of students in year 10 are aware of the 
significant changes that are now in place regarding GCSE English Language and Literature.  

 
In line with Government changes, new specifications were brought out last year, and after much 
consideration we selected the following exam boards for our students: 

 

Eduqas English Language  
AQA English Literature 
   

As with all new English Specifications, students will be tested through terminal exams in the 
summer of 2018, after two years of study. There is no coursework element. Therefore, as we 
have communicated with students, all notes need to be kept safe in preparation for their final 
exams. 
 
Your child will study a number of texts for the Literature course. They will need to thoroughly 
engage with these texts as exams are “closed text book”. This means students will have to write 
about the texts from memory, having no book with them in the exam. To help students prepare 
for this challenging task, we strongly recommend students purchase their own copies of the 
texts. This will allow them to make personal notes and take full ownership of their exam 
preparation. Whilst obviously we will provide texts for in class study, these cannot be written in 
and need to stay in school for other students’ usage. The first text all of year 10 will study is 
Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol.’ We will begin this shortly after half term. We will contact you about 
further texts later in the course, depending on the choices teachers make.  
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to remind all students of the value of reading a wide 
range of fiction and non-fiction texts in preparation for their exams. This reading can come in 
many forms, from novels to autobiographies, to broadsheet newspapers such as The Guardian 
or The Telegraph; the wider the better, as well as covering different time periods.  
 
To help encourage and support this reading we will be issuing all students with a ‘Reading 
Passport.’ It is our hope that all students will complete 30mins of reading every week, which is 
signed off by you in the passport; this will then be checked regularly by their English teacher. 
Once a student has completed a whole passport they will be rewarded and encouraged to 
continue with another passport. We hope that with this focus on reading at home, students will 
become more confident readers and successful English students. 
 
Any further queries you may have, please do not hesitate to contact me at school.    
 

Yours faithfully, 
 
 
Mrs A Silvester 
KS4 Co-ordinator (English Faculty) 

 

27
th
 September 2016 

Dear Parent/Carer, 


