
E-Safety 

If there is something in particular you would like me to cover in these bulletins then please 

let me know.  Paul Macdonald 

YouNow 

 

What is YouNow?  YouNow is a fairly new website / app that allows users to share a live 

video stream to all other users.  It was previously known as BlogTv.  Viewers (and you don’t 

need to sign up to watch the video streams) can chat to whoever is broadcasting 

themselves, ask them questions and make requests.  Broadcasts are grouped under topics 

such as ‘girls’, ‘boys’, ‘dancing’, ‘truth or dare’ and even ‘sleeping’.  A large number of users 

share live video streams of themselves asleep.  Users can purchase ‘coins’ and can give tips 

to other users whose live stream they like.  The user who is broadcasting gets a share of this 

in real money.  YouNow is used mainly by teenagers (you are supposed to be over 13 to sign 

up). 

Why do young people like YouNow?   Young people like the fact that they can broadcast 

their life to the world, share their views, talk to other young people and even entertain 

them.  A lot of budding musicians and singers broadcast on YouNow hoping to get spotted.   

Users like to watch and talk to other young people.  A lot of young people have found 

support for problems from other users on YouNow . 

 What are the dangers of YouNow?  There are very strict rules on what can be shown on 

YouNow (even down to what clothing can be shown) and the moderators are very active in 

shutting down and banning anyone who breaks these rules.  However, there are few checks 

made in the signing up process and anyone can watch the live streams without having to 

sign up.   Users do not know exactly who is watching them.  Videos of young people are 

recorded off YouNow and then shared on the Internet.   The nature of the tips system 

means users are encouraged to be daring and entertaining in order to get more viewers and 

tips.  YouNow to many extents is a window into a young person’s bedroom (which is where 

most broadcast from). 

 

 


