
E-Safety 
 

This is the first in what I hope will be regular E-Safety bulletins.  Each one will provide 

information about a particular E-safety issue or about an app or website that students are 

using.  If there is something in particular you would like me to cover then please let me 

know. 

 

Paul Macdonald 

Snapchat 

 

 

 

What is Snapchat? Snapchat is a mobile app that allows users to send picture and video 

messages to their friends, only for the image or video to vanish 1 to 10 seconds after it's 

opened.  The idea is that people can send silly pictures and messages without the fear that 

they may end up being shown to other people.  By mid-2014 over 700 million ‘snap’ 

messages were being sent each day.  Like Facebook, Snapchat is only supposed to be used by 

people 13 and over.  It is hugely popular with our students. 

 

Why do young people like Snapchat?  Snapchat allows young people to chat with friends 

privately, make jokes, send silly photos and videos, all without having to worry about the 

pictures or videos being shared with others or about parents seeing them.  As the images 

‘self-destruct’ after a few seconds they can’t be ‘liked’ or commented on like they can be on 

other Social Media apps and websites. 

 

What are the dangers of Snapchat? Whilst the images delete after a few seconds, there is 

nothing to stop the recipient taking a screenshot of the image or photographing it with 

another device.  There are also 3
rd

 Party apps that will save the image.  In October 2014 

nearly 100,000 Snapchat images that had been saved in this way were leaked onto the 

Internet.  The majority of the images were of young people, many of a sexual nature.   

Some people have named Snapchat the ‘sexting’ app due to the fact that because the images 

delete it removes the fear of an inappropriate image being shared.  It could be argued that this 

makes it easier for young people to share images of a sexual nature with each other. 

 


