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Webcams 

Many people use webcams to chat whilst online.  Applications such as Skype and Facetime 

allow people to chat and see each other whilst still being a distance apart.  Most laptops 

now come with a webcam built in, as do tablets, and a mobile phone camera can be used as 

a webcam to chat online.  There a many online chatrooms that allow people to chat with 

each other using a webcam.  Nearly 70% of our students say they regularly use a webcam to 

chat with other people. 

The dangers of using webcams?  

It is very easy for someone to record what is happening on a webcam.  Unfortunately, there 

are many websites that are dedicated to sharing webcam footage of young people, most of 

whom will have no idea that they have been recorded and their images posted online. 

Recorded footage has been used to blackmail young people and there have been some high 

profile suicides related to this.   Equally, it is also very easy to fake a webcam feed so that 

the person you think you are seeing is not really who you are talking to.  There are known 

criminal gangs that use this tactic to entice young people into doing something on webcam, 

which they then record and use to blackmail the young person.    

Omegle – In the E-Safety survey I have run a number of our students have said that they use 

the online chat site called Omegle.   Omegle promotes itself with the line ‘Talk to a 

Stranger’.  The site randomly pairs strangers up to talk to each other using a webcam so you 

have no idea who you will end up talking to or what you might see.  A significant amount of 

the recorded webcam footage shared on the Internet is taken from Omegle.   I would be 

very concerned if I knew a student was using Omegle. 

Tips – The key message for young people is that they should never do anything on webcam 

that they wouldn’t like the world to see.    They need to be aware that they can be recorded.  

For parents I would suggest that young people shouldn’t be allowed unmonitored webcam 

access in their rooms. 


