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The Problem of Pornography 

 

Pornography on the Internet 

The Internet has meant that the availability of pornography has increased hugely.  Research 

suggests that around 20% of all searches on the Internet are for pornography and that up to 

10% of all Internet traffic is porn related.   

Are our students accessing pornography? 

The simple answer to this is yes.   Young people have a natural curiosity with regards to 

sexuality and many are viewing pornography.  50% of our students say that they have seen 

pornography online – this figure peaks with 80% of Year 11 boys having accessed it and even 

in Year 7 the figure sits at 10%.  It is very clear that large numbers of our students, 

particularly boys, are accessing pornography 

What is the problem with pornography?   

The nature of much of today’s pornography is very extreme with a focus on aggression, 

coercion and manipulation.  Physical dominance of the male is a key part of most 

pornography today with the woman being submissive.  To make themselves stand out porn 

companies are producing increasingly extreme images and acts.  ‘Teen’ is the most popular 

search term in relation to pornography, an ambiguous term that some see as sexualising 

children.   

What effect can viewing pornography have on young people?  

As most of the students have little real life experience to compare  what they seen in 

pornography to, it can distort their ideas about what a healthy sexual relationship is like – 

most pornography implies that love and tenderness play little part in a sexual relationship.  

The images and acts they see in pornography can become what they expect when they have 

a partner.  This in turn can lead to them having less satisfying relationships when things turn 

out not to be as they expected.  To boys it can send the message that girls are usually up for 

being dominated and trying extreme sexual acts, and if they aren’t then they can be 

persuaded.  Viewing pornography can be addictive and has been linked to loneliness and 

depression. 


