
E-Safety 

If there is something in particular you would like me to cover in these bulletins then please 

let me know.  Paul Macdonald 
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What is Kik Messenger? Kik Messenger is a free message sending app for smart phones that 

people can use to send messages to friends instead of sending text messages.  It combines 

texting and Social Media.  Users can send text, picture or voice messages and they are not 

limited in length like a text.  Kik also allows sharing of web pages.  Users can group contacts 

together, such as ‘Friends’ or ‘Family’ and send the same message to all of them and have 

group conversations.  You have to create a username when you sign up for Kik which can 

then be linked to Social Media sites such as Facebook.  There over 150 million Kik 

Messenger users worldwide.  Users are supposed to be over the age of 13.   

Why do young people like Kik?   Young people like the different options for chat that Kik 

offers.  They can have lots of different groups of people for different messages and 

conversations.  It is much easier to send messages to multiple people than sending the same 

text to lots of people.  30% of our students use Kik Messenger. 

 What are the dangers of Kik?  Young people freely share their Kik Messenger username 

which means that anyone can start a conversation with them or add them as a contact.  It is 

almost impossible to verify the identity of a Kik user which makes it easy for predators to 

anonymously contact young people once they have their username.  We have had a number 

of incidents in school of students being contacted by strangers and asked for or sent 

inappropriate images. It is reportedly very popular with paedophiles wanting to make 

contact with children.   Automated ‘bots’ can also send spam messages and inappropriate 

images.  As with other messaging apps any images sent can easily be saved and shared 

elsewhere.   

 

Whatsapp is a similar messaging app but is linked to a phone number rather than a 

username making users more identifiable.   


