
E-Safety 

If there is something in particular you would like me to cover in these bulletins then please 

let me know.  Paul Macdonald 

Tumblr 

 

 

What is Tumblr? Tumblr is a blogging site where users can create their own online journal / 

scrapbook.  They can upload their thoughts and share pictures and videos with other users.  

Users can start blogs on specific topics – posts are displayed in a chronological order.  

Tumblr currently hosts over 220 million blogs.  Tumblr users don’t necessarily need to reveal 

who they are if they do not wish to and can remain anonymous – no one need know who is 

writing a particular blog.   

Why do young people like Tumblr? About 20% of our students access Tumblr regularly – this 

figure is significantly higher for older students.  Young people like being able to share their 

thoughts and images and videos they like.  Content is often shared in creative ways.  They 

enjoy reading the blogs of other young people, particularly if they share the same interests 

and views.    It is often seen as a ‘judgement free zone’ where your thoughts and ideas are 

generally supported.   Tumblr is not really used by parents which means that young people 

are more willing to share intimate and personal thoughts.   

 What are the dangers of Tumblr?  There is a lot of inappropriate content on Tumblr and 

there are few restrictions on content that can be uploaded.  There is a significant amount of 

pornography and pro self-harm and pro anorexia content (although Tumblr has cracked 

down on this recently). Users can seek out content of interest to them and there have been 

incidents of young people committing suicide after reading pro-suicide content.  When a 

user signs up their first blog will be public meaning that anyone can read it.  A second 

private blog can be set up but this is often not used.   


