
E-Safety 

If there is something in particular you would like me to cover in these bulletins then please 

let me know.  Paul Macdonald 

Vine 

 

 

What is Vine? Vine is a mobile app and website that allows the sharing of short video clips.  

Vine allows the user to record video clips up to 6 seconds long using the app’s camera 

feature.  These are then shared with other users.  The video clips, called Vines, play in an 

endless loop.  Other users can ‘like’ and share video clips.  It has been described as Twitter 

for video clips due to the restricted nature of the clips that can be loaded.  You need to be 

13 to have a Vine account although you don’t need to enter a date of birth to register. 

Why do young people like Vine? Young people love the video clips they are able to make 

and being able to comment on their friends clips.  It is usually used for sharing funny or 

creative videos.  Lots of famous people are on Vine and young people like to be able to 

follow their favourite celebrities and watch the videos they share.   Vine is not really used by 

parents which is a big positive for young people.  About 20% of our students say they are 

regular Vine users.   

 What are the dangers of Vine?  Initially Vine had no privacy settings which meant that all 

content was public and could be seen by everyone.  Pressure has now meant that posts can 

be set to friends only but most users don’t use this setting.  Vine has no rules regarding the 

uploading of sexually explicit clips so there is a real chance young people will be exposed to 

inappropriate material.  Unpleasant comments can be posted about a video clip.   Like all 

social media sites, once a clip has been shared it is likely to be there forever.   Video clips 

taken of people without their knowledge are often uploaded and commented on.   


