Man is the measure of all things

Protagoras

[ cannot teach anybody anything. |
can only make them think.

Socrates

A ILevel Philosophy,
Ethics and Religion.

For Those Who 1T hink

Opinion is the medium between
knowledge and ignorance

Plato

Life without reason and morality
has no value

Immanuel Kant
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What will I study?
Religious studies OCR Exam Board

Our A-level is made up of three components; philosophy, ethics and development of
Christian thought.

Philosophy of religion:

In this component we will explore some of main philosophical issues and questions raised
by religion and belief, such as:

Philosophical views of the world and reality according to Plato and Aristotle.
Arguments for the existence of God

Can we experience God and if so, is it credible?

Can God exist when there is evil and suffering in the world?

The nature of God

And more...
Ethics and religion:

How do we decide upon right and wrong and which authority takes priority?
Ethical theories

Natural law: Is morality innate, God given?

Kantian Ethics: Are we duty bound to behave in a certain way?
Utilitarianism: Does the masses always take priority over the alone individual
Situation Ethics: Can love produce the best outcome?

Application

Business Ethics: How should business treat their shareholders?

Sexual Ethics: Does following our duty provide us with the best guidance
towards sex

Euthanasia: Is it good to allow a person to choose then they die?

And more
Developments of Christian Thought

Exploring Christianity, their interconnections, how they have developed historically
and how they are presently discussed.

Augustine’s Teaching on Human Nature: Interpreting Augustine today — was he
too pessimistic?

Death and the Afterlife: Heaven, Hell and Purgatory are not what they seem.
Jesus Christ: Who was he?

Christian Moral Action: The case study of Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

Religious Pluralism and Society: Challenges of a multi-faith society

Gender and Society: Are Christianity and feminism compatible?

Liberation Theology and Marx: Can a Christian be Marxist?




/ x / Our 2022 results: \

The exam A=A - 2%
Philosophy, Ethics and the study of B-A* - 62%
Religion all have equal weighting in C-A* - 86%
the exam.
There are three, 2-hour exams at Our 2023 results:
the end of year two. A-B43%
The skills you are marked on are: A-C 68%
A0l- Knowledge 40%
A02- Analysis and Evaluation 60% Our 2024 results
K / A-A*10%
B-A*-40%

k C-A* - 80% /

What skills will T acquire?

The art of Philosophical Discourse- always based upon reasoned and
critical thought. You will never take anything at face value as you’ll
develop critical thinking. You will learn to articulate and write a coherent
and analytical argument, which all professions admire.

Regular skills we do in lesson:

Listening
Thinking
Presenting
Debating
Questioning
Evaluating
Exploring

Your brain will hurt (in a good way) after leaving our lessons!




/ Example of questions: \

e Plato’s Analogy of the Cave has nothing to do with reality - Discuss

e Examine how faith in God may be challenged by natural and moral
evil.

e Humans are nothing but ‘Gene Machines’ - evaluate this claim.

e Jesus was simply a teacher of wisdom. How far do you agree?

o Utilitarianism is the most practical way to deal with issues

k e of business ethics. Discuss J

What our students say:

Philosophy has opened

. Philosophy is more than just a
up my mind to so many

subject and feels like you're not
just trying to pass an exam. It
gave me a new outlook on life.

possibilities

Cerys

Joe

It was only my 5% option and
when I didn’t get the CGCE 1

needed, the school put me into
Philosophy. It’s now the most
enjoyable subject that I take.

Philosophy is complex,
infuriating; but the best,
most enriching and

important out of all the
subjects that FHS offers

Scarlett

Annabelle

It is great for the open
minded and gives a way
to perceive the world in
another perspective

Philosophy is my favourite subject I
take. It was the first time I've been
engaged during the whole lesson and

Shannon

came home talking about it. Classes

are more like discussions and are
Amber

consistently engaging.




