
Humanities Faculty curriculum reflections:
What is the curriculum intent for your subject?

The Humanities Faculty aims to offer wide opportunities:    

for a broad insight into subjects, developing key subject knowledge and relevant skills; 

to develop an interest and love for the various subjects we offer; 

offering relevance to life beyond school, including what careers opportunities are relevant to 
the curriculum; 

to develop Britishness and to promote Democracy; 

for a broad range and coverage of topics that builds from year to year; 

to develop understanding and acceptance of difference; to improve skills at making 
connections with other parts of  the world/cultures/societies/etc.; 

to provide learners with a sense of identity and place within the world; 

to make students better people; 

for links with other subject areas across school to be developed, especially literacy and 
numeracy;

to develop the idea that: “The mark of an educated mind is understanding points of view 
without accepting them.” (Aristotle).



Faculty vision:

To have an enthusiastic, progressive and 
challenging learning environment for all learners, 
by providing interesting and stimulating lessons 
with a range of engaging teaching & learning 
styles. We will enable students to investigate, 
question and understand the world’s past and 
present, in order to make them better citizens and 
decision-makers for the future.

“It’s for the kids!”



Faculty Intent:

• Design and deliver an engaging [subject] curriculum that develops a 
love of the subject and of learning in general;

• Offer a [subject] curriculum that helps students to make sustained 
progress, to develop their subject knowledge & understanding, and 
improve [subject] skills;

• Provide varied lessons for all learners with QFT as a focal aspect, 
helping to deliver the recovery curriculum, esp. SEND and PPG students;

• Help students develop their literacy through the use of subject-specific 
language, discussion, reading and through extended writing;

• Provide an effective [subject] curriculum that offers 
activities/opportunities to broaden experiences beyond the classroom.

“It’s for the kids!”



Philosophy, Religion and Ethics intent:

• To design and deliver an engaging PRE curriculum that develops 
a love of the subject and of learning in general

• To offer opportunities for students to explore important 
philosophical, religious and ethical issues facing society 

• To offer a PRE curriculum that helps students to make sustained 
progress, to develop their subject knowledge & understanding, 
and improve the important skills of empathy, debating and 
consideration

• To provide opportunities outside of the classroom through clubs 
and trips. 



Key stage 5
Religious 
Studies -

Philosophy 
H573

Year 
12

Philosophical 
language and 

thought: 
Ancient 

Philosophical 
influences 

Assessment: 
introduction 
to writing an 

essay 

Philosophica
l language 

and thought:
Soul, Body 
and Mind 

Assessme
nt 

Assessment 

God and the 
World: 

Problem of 
Evil 

Assessment  

Assessment 

Religious 
language: 
negative, 

analogical or 
symbolic 

Religious 
language: 
twentieth 
century 

perspectives

Assessment  

Arguments 
based on 

observation 

Year 12 
mocks  Arguments 

based on 
reason  

God and the 
World: 

Religious 
experience  

Theological 
and 

Philosophical 
developments: 

Attributes of 
God 

Post -18 
pathway

Assessment  

Learners will study significant concepts and issues in the philosophy of religion through 
the works of key thinkers 

Learners will study different views about the 
understanding of religious teachings, and 
compare the significant ideas presented in 
works of two key scholars 

Learners will study how views of 
religious language have changed over 
time, studying a variety of approaches 
and view

Year 
13

Revision   

Learners will study contrasting arguments about the 
existence or non-existence of God 

Learners will study the nature and influence of religious experience, and the 
challenge posed to religious belief by the problems of evil and suffering 

Learners will examine how 
philosophy of religion has, over 
time, influenced and been 
influenced by developments in 
religious beliefs about the nature 
of God 

Revision of content through exam skills 

Year 13 
mocks 

KS5 big idea 
To develop a critical opinion to academic thoughts surrounding existence, whilst being considerate to all arguments. 



Key stage 5
Religious 
Studies -

Ethics 
H573

Year 
12

Introductio
n to ethics 

Utilitarianis
m 

Assessment
: 

introductio
n to writing 

an essay  

Kantian 
ethics

Situation 
ethics 

Year 12 
mocks 

Euthanasia 

Assessme
nt 

Ethical 
language -

Meta-
ethics

Year 13 
mocks Conscience 

Assessment: 
Writing an 

essay 
Natural Law 

Assessment 

Assessment 

Developments 
in ethical 
thought: 

Sexual ethics 

Post -18 
pathway

Business 
studies 

Two normative ethical theories: one deontological, one teleological 

The study of meta-ethical theories and 
how ethical language in the modern era 
has changed over time 

Significant ideas in religious and moral 
thought, through comparison of the 
works of two key scholars from the field 
of religion and ethics 

Assessment Year 
13

Assessment  Revision   

Two normative ethical theories 
taking a religious approach to 
moral decision-making 

The application of ethical theory, including religious ethical perspectives, to two 
issues of importance

Revision of content through exam skills 

KS5 big idea 
To develop a critical opinion to academic thoughts surrounding how humans should behave, 

whilst being considerate to all arguments. 



At the end of Year 12 
students are preparing 
their own research 
project and presentation 
on Liberation Theology

Key stage 5
Religious 
Studies -

Developments 
in Christian 

Thought  
H573

Year 
12

Augustine’s 
teachings 
on human 

nature 

Death and 
the afterlife  

Knowledge 
of God’s 

existence 

The 
person of 

Jesus 
Christ 

Gender and 
society  

Gender and 
theology 

The 
challenge 

of 
secularism 

Liberation 
theology 
and Marx  

Christian 
moral 

principles  

Christian 
moral action 

Religious 
pluralism 

and theology  

Religious 
pluralism and 

society 

Post -18 
pathway

Year 
13

Learners are introduced to the history of Christian 
theology and its basic concepts

Assessment 
introduction 

to writing 
an essay  

These two units offer a valuable link to ethics, showing 
how knowledge can be shared across all three strands

Year 12 
mocks  

AssessmentAssessment 

Learners study how the concepts of heaven, hell 
and purgatory evolved through time

Year 13 
mocks Assessment Revision

In the last three units learners study modern challenges to Christianity, from 
feminism, through secularisation to new militant atheism Revision of content through exam skills 

KS5 big idea 
To develop a critical opinion to academic thoughts surrounding Christianity, whilst being considerate to all arguments. 

The civil service, Law, Accountancy, Consultancy , IT, Environmental 
sectors. , Creative Director , Journalist , Human resources , Solicitor , 
Recruitment , Psychotherapist 


