Minsmere Report

To refine their investigative abilities and lock in two required practicals, Farlingaye’s A2 level
biology students headed to RSPB Minsmere at the start of the month. Across a Monday and
Friday, we explored a variety of things from succession to biodiversity across the reserve.
The weather was promising on the first day and, after the students were split into two
groups, we headed to the coastline where we would discuss and investigate ‘succession’,
which is essentially the concept of the landscape changing the further back we retreated
from the sea, by virtue of one species outcompeting another. We placed quadrats along a
transect line stretching backwards from the shore and hypothesised what we would
discover - this being anything from an increase in species richness (the number of species)
to soil moisture changing. Lunch followed before we walked to a hide where we would
settle down with our binoculars to observe the variety of different birds on show at
Minsmere. We then returned to the welcome centre, discussed what we learned and set off
home.

On the Monday, we would hop on the bus to head over to an area of heathland where we
would first carry out a small risk assessment, before exploring three different sites and
discovering how biodiversity differed and is maintained. After more quadrat flinging and the
occasional student nearly plunging down a rabbit hole, we all met up one final time to thank
the team at Minsmere and produce some posters on our findings.

It was an excellent two days; a lot was learned, much was seen and some vital practical skills
were showcased.
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